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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor

A MESSAGE FROM OUR
PASTOR

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of
faith and offer you our
support, encouragement and
love to the end that all of us
may grow in the boundless
mercy of God. By loving and
being loved, forgiving and
being forgiven, serving and
being served, let us go
forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement
We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God
loves us, freely and unconditionally. Therefore, we
covenant to become an open
and affirming congregation
welcoming persons of every
age, ability, gender, race,
sexual orientation, gender
identity, socioeconomic
status, and ethnicity into full
membership and
participation in our community life and ministry. We
embrace and support those
who experience rejection
and exile from spiritual
community and commit
ourselves to the struggle
against injustice.

Beloved,
On Easter morning, we will be greeted by these
wonderful words of Isaiah;
“For I am about to create new heavens and a new
earth; the former things shall not be remembered or
come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what
I am creating, for I am about to create Jerusalem as a
joy and its people as a delight.”
(Isaiah 65:17-18)
After a long winter and 40 days of Lent, the image of a “new creation”
is a welcome sight. We are bogged down by the cold weather and the
season of repentance. By April, we are ready for a new season.
During the months of February and March, it can be easy to get into a
spiritual rut. We have come down from the highs of Christmas and are
now trying to be in Lent. And because Lent is such a long season, it is
easy to feel that it will never end. We can’t see the end, so each day
becomes like the next. We lack energy and motivation.
So when Easter arrives, it is like God has breathed fresh air into our
lungs. We experience an inner re-birth. The veil is removed from our
eyes and we see the new creation: A world where Jesus has conquered
the finality of death and opened a new door for us all. In these moments
we turn our hearts away from worldly desires and set them on the
human desire to be co-creators with God. We long to reshape the world,
making it into the world we all dream of.
My prayer for all of us is that we experience the new creation on
Easter morning and every morning. May God grant us the strength and
the wisdom to wake each day ready to create a new world.
Shalom,
Reverend Derek
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Cabinet
Minutes of March 19, 2017
The Cabinet of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts, UCC
was called to order by Moderator Steve Lindo at 11:50am.
Present
Steve Lindo, Moderator, chair, and Personnel Committee; Rev. Derek van Gulden, Pastor; Jeff Taylor,
Trustees; Sigrid Lindo, Stewardship Committee and Music Committee; Joe Chambers, Diaconate; Jay
Reed, Treasurer of Mission Funds; Bruce Coates, Treasurer; Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Rice-Smith, Historian
and Membership Committee, Stephen Kalaghan, Christian Outreach Committee; Michele Coates,
Christian Education Committee, and Geof Lyon, Clerk
Meeting Minutes
The minutes of the February 19 meeting were approved as submitted by voice vote.
Old Sloop Fair -- Next Steps
Steve Lindo told the assembly that the March 12 sign up session had been very successful, and he
displayed a full sign-up sheet. Steve said he has sent the list to the team leaders, asked them for the
names of any additional people that have volunteered, and encouraged them to reach out to their
own networks to complete their rosters. There are teams for everything and leaders for all teams
except People Power, although there are eight volunteers for People Power.
Confidentiality of Church Directory
To try to control inappropriate use of the information in the church directory, the cabinet approved
the following policy by voice vote:
“The directory is for the exclusive use and convenience of the church members and friends for use
within the life of the congregation. It should not be loaned to others and should not be used for
solicitation purposes.”

Church Activities during Sabbatical and the Lilly Grant Application status
Steve distributed the handout "Outline of Church Activities during Pastor's Sabbatical Leave" and
asked that everyone read it and send comments by the end of the day Friday, March 24. Steve
observed that putting together coherent descriptions of pastor and church activities during the
sabbatical is not easy. We have done a lot of work to focus activities for the congregation. Specific
ideas have come from several sources, and more are coming. Rev. Derek has done a lot of thinking
about how he will spend his time. He read excerpts from his own activity description, and that
helped to clarify how specific the activity descriptions should be, and how much flexibility the
church might have in conducting its activities.

APRIL 2017

THE OLD SLOOP’S LOG

3

Approval procedures for requesting help from Office Manager
Steve noted that Regina is very busy and has worked extra hours. Rev. Derek requested that if
anyone wants to ask Regina to do anything beyond the regular office manager’s job to first discuss it
with the pastor. We wondered how many hours she would have to work before she would be legally
entitled to additional benefits. Steve will look into this.
Officer Reports
Treasurer -Bruce Coates distributed a year-to-date operating summary and observed that at this point
everything is a little better than budget and a little better than last year.
Committee Reports
Diaconate -Joe reported that with Kyle Picardo's departure, the Diaconate will be seeking a replacement.
Trustees -Jeff Taylor reported that American Steeple and Tower expects to begin erecting scaffolding by the
end of March. A cleanup day has been scheduled for April 8, although there may be a conflict with
Family Promise. Jeff distributed a handout requesting that people use only poster putty to fasten
notices to walls and woodwork. (Since this meeting, there has been a proposal for the rescheduling of
“Spring Cleanup.”)
Outreach Committee -Steve Kalaghan requested that the Easter offering (loose plate, Easter envelopes inserted into the
worship bulletin, and numbered Easter envelopes from the boxes) be used to support the youth who
are attending Synod in Baltimore. The request was approved by voice vote. The Outreach Committee
also requested the addition of Diane Westman to the committee as an additional member. This
request was also approved by voice vote. The church adopted its Open and Affirming statement 10
years ago, and the Outreach Committee wishes to revive ONA activity. Steve reported that balances
are strong for the outreach treasury, the Family Promise account, and the Pastor's Fund. The Pastor's
Fund was augmented by $1,050, which was raised by the Rock-a-thon.
Stewardship Committee -Sigi Lindo encouraged everyone to attend the dinner fundraiser at Shea's.
Membership Committee -The Eastertide film series will begin Thursday, April 20 and continue into the beginning of June.
Among the films shown will be The Way, which will tie in with the Women's Retreat on April 29. The
Team for the Welcoming Ministry of Hospitality donated the new BE THE CHURCH banner for the
sanctuary, and they have ordered a horizontal banner for use in activities such as parades. The
Membership Committee is hosting early Sunday morning gatherings for people interested in
membership. The Diaconate has requested the names of people considering becoming members.
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Music Committee -Sigi reported that the Music Committee has been actively involved this past month with the
development of the proposal for the congregation's portion of the Lilly grant. The Obertones (Oberlin
College a cappella group) will perform in the sanctuary March 21.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the Cabinet adjourned at 1:25 p.m. As the third Sunday of April is
Easter, the next meeting of the Cabinet will be April 23 at 7:00 p.m. Steve will be recovering from
surgery and unavailable, so Geof will chair the meeting.
Respectfully submitted, Geof Lyon, Clerk of the Church
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Stewardship
April 2017
Sign up for Amazon Smile!
If you are one of those using Amazon Smile when you buy online, thank you!
If you haven’t signed up yet, please do so. If we all participate, the returns could be significant.
Go to www.smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions.
Choose the First Congregational Church of Rockport as your charity.
Thanks for making that extra effort!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Education
Minutes, February 12, 2017

In attendance: Mindy, Katie, Michelle, Anthony, Stacey, and Jonathan
The following items were discussed:
•
•
•
•

Cabinet Representative
Rock-a-thon
Sunday School during Monadnock Weekend
UCC General Synod
The next meeting is Sunday, March 19, 2017 at 9 a.m.
Submitted by Jonathan Lilja
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Youth Ministry
Sunday, April 2

April Calendar
10:15

Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

NO Youth Group

Monday, April 3

2:30 – 5:30

NO Build-a-Bridge

Wednesday, April 5

5:00 – 6:00

NO Adult Class: Story Matters

Sunday, April 9

9:00

Palm Sunday , C.E. Meeting

10:15

Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

Youth Group

Monday, April 10

2:30 – 5:30

Build a Bridge

Wednesday, April 12

5:00 – 6:00

Adult Class: Story Matters

Sunday, April 16

9:00

Easter

10:15

NO Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

NO Youth Group

Monday, April 17

2:30 – 5:30

NO Build-a-Bridge (School Vacation)

Wednesday, April 19

5:00 – 6:00

Adult Class: Story Matters

Sunday, April 23

10:15

Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

Youth Group

Monday, April 24

2:30 – 5:00

Build-a-Bridge

Wednesday, April 26

5:00 – 6:00

Adult Class: Story Matters

Sunday, April 30

10:15

Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

Youth Group

Behind the Scenes in Youth Ministries
The Children’s Church has been working on a unit called “The Fruits of the Spirit.” It has taken off!
During our science workshop, we learned about the needs of plants and we planted melon seeds.
During our cooking workshop, we made fruit salad parfaits and shared them at Coffee Hour to learn
about generosity and kindness. We explored goodness by taste testing strange and exotic fruits.
The teen scene “live-streamed” a former student during class so he could participate. How cool is
that? For Valentine’s Day, the teens made valentines to share with all during Coffee Hour.
We have welcomed a new family with two children into our programs. The Youth Group also
“rocked” for 24 hours to raise money for our Pastors Fund.
These young teens have been thinking outside the box exploring ways to help our church community
and new outreach projects.As you can see God’s work is happening in many forms.
To stay updated with our weekly activities “like us” on Facebook -https://m.facebook.com/groups/2264204592 -- or follow us on Instagram @FCCRyouth
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Christian Outreach Committee
Minutes, March 12, 2017

Present
Jay Reed, Derek van Gulden, Wendy Woodbury, Stephen Kalaghan, Karen Coffin,
Diane Westman, Darlene Spittle, and Sarah Mowitt
Jay Reed opened the meeting at 11:45 with a reading from Reaching Out by Henri Nouwen.
He welcomed Diane Westman as a potential member of the committee and said that we will be
requesting approval for her joining the Committee from the Cabinet.
Treasurer’s Report
The balance at the end of February was $6,250.60. Disbursements were made during the month to:
•

Massachusetts Conference Basic Support (UCC)

•

Cottage Hill Academy

•

Family Promise North Shore Boston

•

Grace Center

•

Healing Abuse, Working for Change (HAWC)

The balance in the Family Promise Account was $3,841.38 at the end of February. There are adequate
funds in the Pastor’s Fund. The Youth Group held a Rock-a-thon to support this fund, raising $1,050.
One Great Hour of Sharing
This special offering will be collected on March 26. Derek Van Gulden will prepare a Litany to
celebrate this offering. This offering goes for disaster and refugee relief. It is one of three special
offerings that our church supports. The others are Neighbors in Need and the Christmas Fund.
Easter Offering
The Cabinet will be asked to approve the use of the Easter Offering to support youth attending the
UCC General Synod meeting in Baltimore in June. The Easter Offering includes donations using the
special Easter envelope found in the box of pledge envelopes, the special envelopes prepared for
Easter, and the loose offerings placed in the plates at Easter Service. Three teens will be attending
Synod with a youth leader.
Action, Inc.
Peggy Hegarty-Steck, director of Action, spoke to the congregation during the Mission Moment on
March 19.
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Open and Affirming
Jay Reed suggested that it is time to revisit our Open and Affirming statement to discuss where we
have been and where we are going. Since June is Gay Pride Month, we may want to plan a June event
to discussing what it means to be Open and Affirming. It was proposed that we present something
new with an educational element in addition to our celebration of the tenth anniversary of our
adopting this statement. A suggestion was made that we emphasize transgender discussions with
either a showing of the Katie Couric program from the National Geographic or with a speaker. Derek
reported that there are three local events for Gay Pride Month: a youth pride event in Lynn, the Gay
Pride parade in Salem and an Interfaith worship service in Salem.
Scholarships
Jay explained the process for the awarding of three scholarships to graduating High School
seniors.Two scholarships are supported by the MacLean-Hooper endowment fund and one by the
Outreach treasury. The criteria for awarding the scholarships are: community service, attachment to
our church, and financial need. Two scholarships go to graduates of Rockport High School and one
may go to a graduate of another high school.
Refugee Immigration Ministry
A number of events are planned for raising funds: a walk in Malden on May 20, a pot-luck dinner,
and a concert. Jay said that he is writing applications for grants to support this ministry.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 1:40.

Respectfully submitted, Sarah Mowitt

The Lenten Course
What

A five-session course titled Lenten Lights: Your Luminous Hopes
This course was led and written by Sharon Chace.

When

Tuesday Afternoons from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.
March 7, 14, 21, 28, and April 4.

Where

Morgan Room

Why

Exploring images of light and art that resonate is a way of understanding our hopes for
ourselves and others. It is a synthesis, drawing upon writings from the 60’s to today.

Participants
This course is for church members and anyone else you want to invite. While there will be
expressions of personal piety -- mine and yours -- this course roots religion and biblical literature in
the arts and humanities. Therefore, this course may also be enjoyed by those who do not want
dogmatic thought pressed upon them!
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Lenten Lights is based on my book, Images of Light: Ascent to Trust in Triumph, published in 2013 by
Resource Publications, an imprint of Wipf and Stock. The book started as a course that interim pastor
Jim Fletcher asked me to teach. Some of you will see your input.
During this course we will consider derivative, biblical images of light and look at art that reflects
those images. They include the lights on inclusion, speaking truth to power, healing, forgiveness,
transfiguration, and resurrection. We will read and discuss sections together. Although we will likely
read all at home, we will choose our favorites and read our selections in our group meetings.
For the first session, after I discuss various religious dimensions of art, there will be art books on
display so that you can find a compelling image to live with during the course. Your chosen image
does not have to be one that is included in the book I wrote, nor does your image have to be one in
my art books. You may already have your own. Perhaps you have a favorite picture of Christ or a
painting of beauty on Cape Ann. You might have painted or photographed your image of choice.
Your pictures do not have to have explicitly biblical or religious subject matter. I will offer thoughts
that will help you explore your choice of art and how your selection evokes your inner, luminous
hopes for yourself or others. When inner hopes burn brightly, you are lights in the world.
Course books are available during the first session. They are on loan or available for purchase.
For future interest in this course contact me at shrnrchace@aol.com.
Sincerely, Sharon R. Chace
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Easter Lily Donations will be collected in Fellowship Hall
immediately after church on March 26, April 2, and April 9.
If you would like to share in the Easter Flower Fund, which provides flowers in
the sanctuary in honor of or in memory of, loved ones, please fill out this form
and send it to the church office.
Please make checks payable to:
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, “Easter Flower Fund.”
These plants will be in the Sanctuary during our Easter Sunday Service,
April 16, 2017 and will be disbursed to friends who are unable to share in our
Easter celebration. If you know of anyone who might enjoy receiving a plant,
please call Michelle Alekson-Kerans at 617-974-5044.
NAME OF PERSON(S) TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED
MEMORY OF___________________________________
HONOR OF_____________________________________
YOUR NAME___________________________________

Please make your payment and request by Wednesday April 5, 2017 to ensure your names will be
printed in the Easter Sunday Bulletin.
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Out with the Old, In with the New
After the March 3 Old Sloop Coffeehouse concert featuring RUNA with
The Bombadils, a patron wrote to say "Great show, .[but] those folding
metal chairs are VERY uncomfortable." This observation comes as no
surprise to many of us at the church. Those chairs have long been the
object of many a complaint. The patron went on to say that he had found
some used stacking plastic chairs at his local Habitat for Humanity thrift
store that would be a great improvement. Celene and Geof Lyon visited the store, agreed with the
verdict, and bought 60 of the chairs with Old Sloop Coffeehouse funds. The "new" chairs are at the
church in new rolling dollies, and the old gray folding chairs are gone.

______________________________________________________________________________________

10th Annual Women’s Retreat
“Step by Step: Journeying with God”
Saturday April 29, 2017
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Adelynrood Conference and Retreat Center
Come away for a day of community, reflection, and worship at the beautiful Adelynrood Conference
and Retreat Center in Byfield, Mass. We will use the metaphor and experience of pilgrimage to guide
our time together. (From Walk in a Relaxed Manner: Life Lessons from the Camino, by Joyce Rupp)
•

What does the ancient practice of pilgrimage have to teach us about our own journey through life?

•

How is God journeying with us?

•

What do we need to take with us to “travel on life’s up-and-down journey with more grace and
lightness?”

This is the second year that our retreat will be led by the Rev. Susie Allen, who has been leading
small groups and retreats as a spiritual director for 16 years. To prepare for the retreat, Rev. Allen
suggests watching the movie “The Way” by Emilio Estevez, about a father who embarks on the
pilgrimage “El Camino de Santiago” to honor his diseased son’s desire to finish the journey.
Liz Rice-Smith will show this movie on April 27 during the church’s Eastertide Film Series.

Lunch, coffee, and tea will be provided.
Cost is $20.00 per person
Scholarship assistance is available
We will arrange ride sharing. Arrive early to explore Adelynrood’s beautiful grounds.
http://www.adelynrood.org
To Register: Sign up in Fellowship Hall after Sunday worship starting March 26 or contact
Celene Lyon (508) 284-8762 or celenelyon@comcast.net. Registration deadline is April 17.
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Old Sloop Coffeehouse Upcoming Performances
Pesky J. Nixon and Miles to Dayton
Saturday, April 22 at 7:30 p.m.
This special co-bill features two bands that embrace and energize
their audiences. Pesky J. Nixon and Miles to Dayton will perform
their own songs and also play together to merge their musical
talents.
Hailing from the Boston area, Pesky J. Nixon exudes genuine musical authenticity. Drawing
influences from contemporary urban balladeers, rowdy southern bluegrass, and the sardonic yet wry
wit of New England’s localized folk scenes, Pesky J. Nixon creates an atmosphere both inviting and
challenging. Compelling harmonies and narratives complement disparate instrumentation, including
zydeco-style accordion, virtuosic mandolin, and a variety of tribal percussion.
The music of Long Island's Miles to Dayton happens at a personal
level -- their message of love that blends elements of folk, rock,
classical, and funk into an irresistible invitation. The recipe is
simple: four-part vocal harmony, clever songwriting,
improvisational violin and cello, and an infectious rhythm section
that stirs up the creative stew.
Tickets for this concert can be purchased in advance for $10 from: the coffeehouse website at
oldsloopcoffeehouse.org; Toad Hall Bookstore in Rockport; The Bookstore in Gloucester; and at
Coffee Hour following worship on Sunday, April 16. The suggested donation at the door is $12 for
adults, $8 for those 65 and older, $5 for those younger than 18, and $24 for a family.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Old Sloop Eastertide
11th Annual Film Series
Enjoy a fun evening of “Dinner and a free movie!”
Bring your friends and family!
You are welcome to share in a potluck supper
in Fellowship Hall starting at 5:00 pm
with our featured film showing at 5:30
The 11th Annual Old Sloop Film Series is sponsored during this Eastertide by the
congregation’s Team for the Welcoming Ministry of Hospitality. Contact the church office at
978-546-6638 for more information.

Check out this year’s featured films:
April 20

Zootopia

A great film for School Vacation Week! From the largest elephant to the
smallest shrew, Zootopia is a mammal metropolis where various animals live
and thrive. When Judy Hopps becomes the first rabbit to join the police
force, she quickly learns how tough it is to enforce the law. Described by
“Rotten Tomatoes” as “brilliantly well-rounded,” this film “offers a thoughtful
inclusive message that’s as rich and timely as its sumptuously state-of-theart animation — all while remaining fast and fun enough to keep younger viewers entertained.”

Produced by Walt Disney Animation Studios. 2017 Academy Award, Golden Globe Award, Critics’
Choice Movie Award for Best Animated Feature Film!
April 26

The Way

A 2010 film depicting the story of an American father’s grief as he
travels to France to claim the body of his estranged son who was
killed during his trek through the Pyrenees. Starring Martin Sheen
and Emilio Estevez, The subject matter is mature, the action more
internal than external, and the pace deliberate and reflective.
Heartfelt performances from Sheen and a stellar cast, along with an
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inventive, sentiment-free story and unforgettable beauty of the Way of St. James and the villages
and countryside it passes, results in a profoundly affecting experience.

This viewing of The Way ties in with the Old Sloop Women’s Retreat which will be held on
Saturday, April 29. This movie will begin at 6:00 pm instead of 5:30 pm.
May 4

Hacksaw Ridge

Hacksaw Ridge “uses a real-life pacifist's legacy to lay the groundwork for a
gripping wartime tribute to faith, valor, and the courage of remaining true
to one’s convictions.” Directed by Mel Gibson, this film shows and tells the
extraordinary true story of Desmond Doss (played by Andrew Garfield) who,
in Okinawa during the bloodiest battle of WWII, saved 75 men without
firing or carrying a gun. Desmond T. Doss demonstrated his exceptional
courage and profound faith, for which he was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor. This film won 2017 Academy Awards for both Film Editing (John Gilbert) and

Best Sound Mixing (Kevin O’Connell); 2016 Critics’ Choice Movie Award for Best Action Movie and
Best Actor in an Action Movie (Andrew Garfield); and the 2016 Australian Academy of Cinema
and Television Arts (AACTA) Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role.
This film is Rated R for its intense, prolonged, and realistically graphic sequences of war violence.
May 11

Florence Foster Jenkins

Florence Foster Jenkins is a 2016 British biographical comedydrama film directed by Stephen Frears and written by Nicholas
Martin. The film stars Meryl Streep (nominated 2017 for an
Oscar) as Florence Foster Jenkins, a New York heiress/socialite
who was known and mocked for both her flamboyant
performance costumes and notably poor singing ability. Historian Stephen Pile ranked her “the
world’s worst opera singer.” But New Yorker’s Anthony Lane gets right to the heart of the film,
noting “Streep is right there, solidly invested in the folly of Florence’s dreams. When she declares
that ‘music has been, and is, my life,’ you believe her.” And as noted by J.R. Jones, film director
Frears “elicits a remarkably tender and mature performance from Hugh Grant as St. Clair Bayfield,
the two-bit Shakespearean actor who became Jenkins’ longtime companion and musical enabler.”
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Fences

Rotten Tomatoes tells us: “Denzel Washington directed and
stars in this adaptation of August Wilson's Pulitzer Prizewinning play, which centers on a black garbage collector
named Troy Maxson in 1950s Pittsburgh. Bitter that baseball's
color barrier was only broken after his own heyday in the
Negro Leagues, Maxson is prone to taking out his frustrations on his loved ones. Both
Washington and co-star Viola Davis won Tony awards for their performances in the 2010 revival
of the play. Stephen Henderson, Jovan Adepo, Russell Hornsby, and Mykelti Williamson round out
the supporting cast.” And as noted by critic Katie Walsh, “The two lead performances are
stunningly complex and deeply human achievements from two of the finest actors working
today.” Oscar nominated for 2017 Best Picture and Best Actor - Motion Picture Drama, Viola

Davis took the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress.
May 25

Ben Hur (2016)

Ben-Hur is the 2016 American historical epic film
directed by Timur Bekmambetov and written by
Keith Clarke and John Ridley. It is the fifth film
adaptation of the 1880 novel

Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ by Lew Wallace. It
has been termed a "re-adaptation", "reimagining",
and "new interpretation" of the novel. The film stars Jack Huston, Morgan Freeman, Toby Kebbell,
Nazanin Boniadi, Haluk Bilginer, and Rodrigo Santoro. The epic story of Judah Ben-Hur, a prince
falsely accused of treason by his adopted brother Messala, an officer in the Roman army. Stripped
of his title, separated from his family and the woman he loves, Judah is forced into slavery. After
years at sea, Judah returns to his homeland to seek revenge, but an encounter with Jesus leads
him to the Crucifixion, where he discovers forgiveness and finds redemption.

This film comes to our 2017 Old Sloop Eastertide Film Series recommended by Pastor Derek van
Gulden.
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The Eagle Huntress

IndieWire’s critic Kate Erbland notes that this film is, “A soaring,
sweet docu-mentary that welcomes its audience into an
unexpected new arena.” The Eagle Huntress follows Aisholpan,
a 13-year-old girl, as she trains to become the first female in 12
generations of her Kazakh family to become an eagle hunter,
and rises to the pinnacle of a tradition that has been handed down from father to son for
centuries. Set against the breath-taking expanse of the Mongolian steppe, The Eagle Huntress
features some of the most awe-inspiring cinematography ever captured in a documentary, giving
this intimate tale of a young girl's quest the dramatic force of an epic narrative film. Directed by

Otto Bell, The Eagle Huntress is narrated by Daisy Ridley, and features a stirring end credits song,
"Angel by the Wings," by Sia.
June 8
The Lady in the Van
This 2015 film tells the true story of the relationship between
Alan Bennett and the singular Miss Shepherd, a woman of
uncertain origins who “temporarily” parked her van in Bennett's London driveway and proceeded
to live there for 15 years. Critics Consensus of Rotten Tomatoes: “Led by a marvelous
performance from Maggie Smith, Lady in the Van wrings poignant, often hilarious insight from its
fact-based source material. New York Times’ Stephen Holden: “The movie is largely a mystery that
begins with a car crash involving Mary [Shepherd]. It then leaps ahead to the appearance of her
van in an artsy London neighborhood where she moves from house to house seeking a parking
space. Who exactly is this well-spoken vagrant? We wonder. And how did she land here? Mary,
who claims to receive guidance from the Virgin Mary, is weirdly allergic to the sound of music.
Flashbacks reveal that she was once a nun and aspiring concert pianist who was forbidden to
play the piano.”
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Lion

Lion “is a complex movie, with its profound themes of home
and identity, and its tonally disparate halves. A smartly
understated approach to Brierley’s story holds it all together,”
notes Washington Post’s Top Critic, Stephanie Merry. Fiveyear-old Saroo gets lost on a train, which takes him thousands of Kilometers across India, away
from home and family. Saroo must learn to survive alone in Kolkata, before ultimately being
adopted by an Australian couple. Twenty-five years later, armed with only a handful of memories,
his unwavering determination, and a revolutionary technology known as Google Earth, he sets out
to find his lost family and finally return to his first home.

Starring the fabulous Dev Patel and Nicole Kidman, both 2017 Oscar nominated for Best
Supporting Actor and Actress, this film was also nominated for Best Picture, Best Cinematography,
and Best Adapted Screenplay.
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Steeple News
By the time you read this, scaffolding should be erected for the restoration of the
steeple. For readers who are unfamiliar with the project, a number of structural
elements in the steeple were damaged by water infiltration. The work entails
replacing or repairing several posts, gurts, and wind braces; replacing or repairing
the roof elements that failed and allowed water to penetrate; and then painting.
The church will pay for the project with funds raised by the
2015 capital campaign and a matching grant from Rockport's
Community Preservation Act funds.
Some of the work is already well under way. The steeplejacks needed a more
powerful electrical supply for their tools, and new circuits and outlets were installed
up in the steeple. The sanctuary building was rewired in the process, eliminating the
fire risk posed by the old wiring. One of the damaged posts that will be replaced is
the kingpost way up in the lantern at the very top of the steeple. The large
photograph here shows the kingpost, which looks pretty good from the outside! The weathervane
was removed in 2013 because of safety concerns. The weathervane is partially restored, and the
image shows the new decorative ironwork and the new cardinals, all ready to be gilded.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
April, 2017
Dear Friend of the First Congregational Church,
Spring is here, and we are well into making plans for the 2017 Old Sloop Fair.
The fair is one of the oldest summer traditions on the North Shore and a significant
fundraising event for the church. In an effort to encourage participation, we have
made important changes of features and dates.
Mark your calendars as you make your summer plans:

Rummage Sale
Saturday, July 15, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Clothes, accessories, shoes, linens, etc.

Old Sloop Fair
One weekend only, July 21 and 22
Traditional favorites White Elephant, Handknits, Art Mart, Jewelry, and Snack Bar.
New Features

Boutique, Yard Sale, Kids’ Corner

Fond Farewell

No more bake sale or book nook.

What can you do??? Donate items and/or Sign up to help by reaching out to the
Team Leaders directly or contact “People Power” at the church office.
Looking forward to seeing you this summer at the fair!
Your Old Sloop Fair Team
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Weekly Church Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

All are Welcome!

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

The fellowship hour schedule for April:
April 2:
April 9:
April 16:
April 23:
April 30:

Jack Reed
Wendy and Mark Woodbury
Rick Kasten and Kathleen Morgan
Charlie Brackett and Jill Carter
Mercy Duffill and Liz Rice Smith

If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour
by baking or hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.

With Gratitude for our Church Servants
For March
Readers
Mary Cresse
Louisa Casadei-Johnson
Kathleen Erickson
Liz Rice-Smith
Ushers
Celene Lyon and Giles Day
Kate Desmond and Helen Rainey
Karen and Joe Chambers
Karen and Joe Chambers
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Website: www.rockportucc.org
______________________________

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Nursery Care is available.

______________________________

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Please submit articles to:
oldslooplog@rockportucc.org
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **

Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin
Christian Education
Director
MelyndaPicardo

During non-business hours:
Rev. Derek van Gulden can be reached
at (508) 818-0616 or revdvan@yahoo.com

Pastor
Rev. Derek van Gulden

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Assistant Youth Director
Katie Welch
Office Manager
Regina Reis
Sexton
Phillip Bynarowicz
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1
JAN

Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury
No Team

8
Jack Reed
Co-host needed

FEB

5
Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith

12

MAR

5

APR

Jack Reed
Co-host needed

Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

MAY

7
Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

Mother's Day

JUN

Karen Coffin
Marge Schell

Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

JUL

Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

AUG

Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

SEP

Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

OCT

1
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

NOV

5
Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi
27

24
Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

15

22
Jack Reed
Co-host needed

19
Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith

29
Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

26
Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

DEC

17
Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

30

Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith

17
Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

10
Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

23

20

12

3

Jack Reed
Co-host needed

Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

Jay Reed
Derek van Gulden

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter

25

16

8

Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith
28

18

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter
10

30

Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

Karen Coffin
Marge Schell

Father's Day

13

3

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter

Jay Reed
Derek van Gulden

Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

23

21

9

6

16

Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale
11

2

Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

14

26
Jay Reed
Derek van Gulden

Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon
4

Easter

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter
26

19
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

9

Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

29

Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

12

Palm Sunday

Annual Meeting 22

19
Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

Karen Coffin
Marge Schell
2

15
Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

19

24
Karen Coffin
Marge Schell

31
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining
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Team 1 Co-Captains:
Charlie Brackett and Jill Carter

Team 7 Co-Captains:
Marge Schell and Karen Coffin

Susan Emerson
Ann Kistner
Bob Morgan

Renee Ayers
Nan Blue
Stacey Cook

Sue Morris
Lisa Vining

APRIL 2017

Mary Cresse
Elsa Marshall

Team 2 Co-Captains:
Liz Rice-Smith and Mercy Duffill

Team 8 Co-Captains:
Darlene Spittle and Walter Vining

Michele Kerans
Susan Lillis
Emmie Martin
Gaetano Micalizzi

Martha Bowen
Sue Herron
Jeff Taylor

Guy Micalizzi
Thomas Micalizzi
Garie Perry
Ken Perry

Team 3 Co-Captains:
Diane Westman and Jamie Klopotoski

Team 9 Co-Captains:
Jay Reed and Derek van Gulden

Pam Basso
Joe Chambers
Laura Clay

Karen Chambers
Karen Hurst
Paul Hurst
Rhiannon Hurst

Kate Desmond
Helen Raney
Barbara Tenggren

Team 4 Co-Captains:
Celene and Geof Lyon
Pam Beck
Bill Davis
David Emerson
Dorothy Geiser

Sigi Lindo
Kathy McCarthy
Mindy Picardo
Barbara Reed

Team 10 Co-Captains:
Jack Reed and Co-host needed
Steve Lindo
Hope Norton
Fred Witte

Susan Bowers
Sarah Mowitt
Laura Osmond
Corinne Waring

Team 5 Co-Captains:
Michelle Coates and Chelsea Picardo Hale

Team 11 Co-Captains:
Wendy and Mark Woodbury

Beverly Bernhard
Bruce Coates
Lindsey Coates

Lois Butt
Mary Devaney
Bonnie Gray
Marilyn Lincoln

Joyce Davis
Linda Emerson

Team 6 Co-Captains:
Debbie Welch and Kevin Love
Camilla Ayers
Kyla Brackett
Michelle Elwell
Steve Kalaghan

Ruth Janet Taylor
Charlene Williams
Mike Williams

Jim Ugone
Katie Welsh
Alex Ziegler

Team 12 Co-Captains:
Kathleen Morgan and Rick Kasten
Marjohn Love
Phil Swanson

Rosemary Bigelow
John Frisone
Mark Jurewicz
Leap Kasten

Linda Kluge
Laurie McKenna
Janice Ramsden

• The month of July will be hosted by Liz Rice-Smith and Guy Micalizzi.
• Team captains are encouraged to contact your team to arrange coverage on your scheduled dates.
• Contact Liz (dr.eprs@gmail.com) or Wendy (wendy@woodburies.com) with any questions,
suggestions or comments.

