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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of
faith and offer you our
support, encouragement and
love to the end that all of us
may grow in the boundless
mercy of God. By loving and
being loved, forgiving and
being forgiven, serving and
being served, let us go
forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement
We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God
loves us, freely and unconditionally. Therefore, we
covenant to become an open
and affirming congregation
welcoming persons of every
age, ability, gender, race,
sexual orientation, gender
identity, socioeconomic
status, and ethnicity into full
membership and
participation in our community life and ministry. We
embrace and support those
who experience rejection
and exile from spiritual
community and commit
ourselves to the struggle
against injustice.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
Beloved,
After celebrating the Sabbath with
friends and family, a small group of
women headed to the tomb that held
Jesus’ body. With them, they carried
ointments and cloth to prepare his
body for final burial. The sun had
set; the day was coming to an end;
and darkness had overtaken the land.
We can be sure this outer darkness
mirrored the inner darkness of their
grief.
This grief was quickly turned into worry when they saw the open
and empty tomb. This worry then turned into amazement as they began
to understand that Jesus’ body hadn’t been stolen, but had been
resurrected from death and back into life. There was no longer any need
to mourn their friend’s death. God had interceded in the world in a new
way by raising Jesus after his gruesome murder.
I had never thought much about the empty tomb until my wife Sarah
shared pictures from her trip to the Holy Land with me. She had visited a
tomb in Nazareth. She explained that below the Sisters of Nazareth
Convent is a maze of caves, walkways and the tomb, as pictured above.
The tomb was constructed sometime in the first or second century and is
similar to the tomb Jesus would have been placed in shortly after his
death. The boulder serving as a door rolls in and out of a narrow hole in
the rock. The tomb opens into a small area, which is surrounded by
smaller spaces to hold the bodies. In this way, families could be buried
together in one tomb.
As you can see this tomb is empty (except for the lighting installed for
better viewing). Seeing this picture and listening to Sarah’s story of being
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so close to a tomb that resembles the tomb of Jesus gave me a new appreciation of the meaning of the
“empty tomb.” For those women coming to the tomb, its emptiness became the cause of ecstatic joy.
It meant that Jesus was still a part of their community and their lives.
In my own life, emptiness has a more negative connotation — it means loss or despair. So I do
my best to avoid emptiness…whether it’s in my stomach or my mind or in my heart. I fill myself
with food, television, work, noise, video games, etc….all so that I don’t have to feel that loss or
despair. Despite my repeated attempts, I can’t fill this emptiness.
The story of Easter reminds us that emptiness can serve as an open space for God to enter into
our lives. The empty tomb wasn’t a sign of Jesus’ absence, but rather a sign of his ongoing presence.
And so we don’t need to fear the emptiness or struggle to fill it. The emptiness will not overtake us.
We need to sit with it and trust that God will fill it just as God filled the empty tomb.
Shalom,
Reverend Derek
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Story Matters, your story & God’s Story…
Where do they intersect?
From Genesis to Revelations the Bible is filled with stories of journeys. It is no different
for us today. We are a journeying people, on the move from one place to another. Not
all journeys are simply about traveling from point A to point B. It is the “in between”
where the story enriches us, wakes us up, comforts us, instructs us, and challenges us to
see things from a new perspective. Let’s explore some of the lesser known stories of the
bible together and see what we as a group discover. Everyone is invited!
Join Mindy and Reverend Derek
on Wednesday afternoons
from 5:00 – 6:00 pm in the Morgan Room.
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Cabinet
Minutes of April 23, 2017
The Cabinet of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts, UCC
was called to order by Geof Lyon at 7:00 pm.
Present
Geof Lyon, Clerk and Chair; Rev. Derek van Gulden, Pastor; Jack Reed, Trustees; Sigrid Lindo,
Stewardship Committee and Music Committee; Joe Chambers, Diaconate; Jay Reed, Treasurer of
Mission Funds; Bruce Coates, Treasurer; Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Rice-Smith, Historian and Membership
Committee, Stephen Kalaghan, Christian Outreach Committee; and Michele Coates, Christian
Education Committee.
Meeting minutes
The minutes of the March 19th meeting were approved as submitted by voice vote.
Old Sloop Fair -- Status
Sigi Lindo will be seeking Regina’s assistance to prepare and send a letter to Congregation with
details on the Fair.
Church Activities during Sabbatical/
Lilly Grant Application -- Status
The Lilly Grant application is complete and has been submitted on time!
Requesting Help from Office Manager
Discussion was had on keeping Regina’s hours from exceeding her maximum. It was noted that
Steve is looking into her hours and benefits requirements, but could not present since he was not
present.
Confidentiality of Church Directory
Proper use of the church directory was discussed. It was agreed that the new policy should be
included in the next log and possibly the bulletin.
Thank-you notes for donations
A donation made to the Pastor’s Fund was discussed. Treasurer of Mission Funds was not made
aware of the donation and therefore was unable to send a thank you. Joe also noted that a donation
to Living Memorial was made and Deacons have been unable to send thank you acknowledging the
gift since they were not notified. The policy for acknowledgment of gifts was discussed and concerns
for privacy were noted. It was also noted that at the June 2016 cabinet meeting this was discussed in
regards to the Living Memorial and a motion was voted and approved that the policy be discussed
and presented at Annual Meeting to address this issue.
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Officer Reports
Treasurer
Bruce Coates distributed a year-to-date operating summary and observed that at this point
everything is a little behind budget as pledges are coming in slower than expected. This is likely just
due to timing and he is not concerned.
Treasurer of Mission Funds
Jay reported that the Easter offering was approximately $1,700 for youth group trip to Synod.
Historian
Liz Rice-Smith reported that she is working on the July history exhibit. She also asked for any
pictures of the steeple project or other restoration projects.
Committee Reports
Diaconate -Joe Chambers reported that the Diaconate is actively seeking a replacement for Kyle.
Trustees -Jack Reed gave an update on the steeple work. Verizon contract is not yet signed, but both sides
appear to be in agreement. New addition to the Expenditure policy was presented by Jack.
Discussion followed on reasons why it is needed. It was suggested that cases when a Request for
Proposal (RFP) can’t be done be added to the policy and Jack will bring that back to the Trustees for
discussion.
Outreach Committee -Steve Kalaghan reported on balances in the Outreach Treasury. The church adopted its Open and
Affirming statement 10 years ago, and the Outreach Committee may present a program featuring an
LGTBQ speaker on the June 18 after worship. Refugee Immigration Ministry walk will take place on
May 20 in Wakefield.
The Old Sloop Fleet -Liz Rice-Smith is seeking someone to join the fleet, specifically for the flower crew.
Membership Committee -The Eastertide film series began Thursday, April 20 with seven attendees. The Membership
Committee is meeting to discuss people interested in membership.
Christian Education -Some youth leaders attended a retreat at Monadnock for leaders. Kristina is planning a sleepover
and Mindy is coordinating that Safe Church policy is followed. Joe mentioned that it should be held
at the church and all steps should be followed including permission slips. Coried adults are only
allowed to supervise etc. Leaders want to build a new ‘gaga court’ and will need a process for
getting materials. Date of last Sunday School class is to be determined.
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Adjournment
There being no further business, the Cabinet adjourned at 8:27 p.m.. The next meeting of the Cabinet
will be May 21 at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Joe Chambers.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Stewardship
May 2017
Sign up for Amazon Smile!
If you are one of those using Amazon Smile when you buy online, thank you!
If you haven’t signed up yet, please do so. If we all participate, the returns
could be significant.
Go to www.smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions.
Choose the First Congregational Church of Rockport as your charity.
Thanks for making that extra effort!
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Education
Minutes, March 19, 2017

A Fundraiser for the Youth Group!
In attendance: Mindy, Katie, and Jonathan
The following items were discussed:
•
•
•
•
•

Cabinet Meeting.
Fundraising for Synod Meeting.
Monadnock Weekend Review.
Easter Goodies.
Contact with Youth Group Alumni.

Next Meeting: Sunday, 9 a.m., April 9
Behind the Scenes in Youth Ministries
To stay updated with our weekly activities,
“Like us” on Facebook:
https://m.facebook.com/groups/2264204592
or follow us on Instagram @FCCRyouth.

Saturday, May 27
11am to 3 pm
in Fellowship Hall
Chelsea Hale has offered to do a Lularoe Fundraiser
for the Youth Group to help defer costs of planned
summer activities. LuLaRoe clothing company
strives to continuously find ways to “Bless Lives
and Strengthen Families.” Every LuLaRoe piece
has its own story. The production and development
that goes into each style, print and design touches
the hands of thousands of artists and craftsmen
around the world. “From Korea to Guatemala, to the
U.S. and Vietnam, together we are blessing the
lives of more than 100,000 families.”
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May Calendar

Monday, May 1

2:30 – 5:30

Build-a-Bridge

Wednesday, May 3

5:00 – 6:00

NO Adult Class: Story Matters

Sunday, May 7

9:00

Palm Sunday , C.E. Meeting

10:15

Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

Youth Group

Monday, May 8

2:30 – 5:30

Build a Bridge

Wednesday, May 10

5:00 – 6:00

Adult Class: Story Matters

Sunday, May 14

9:00

Easter

10:15

NO Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

NO Youth Group

Monday, May 15

2:30 – 5:30

NO Build-a-Bridge (School Vacation)

Wednesday, May 17

5:00 – 6:00

Adult Class: Story Matters

Sunday, May 21

10:15

Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

Youth Group

Monday, May 22

2:30 – 5:00

Build-a-Bridge

Wednesday, May 25

5:00 – 6:00

Adult Class: Story Matters

Sunday, May 28

10:15
5:00 – 7:00

Sunday School
Youth Group

Progress from
an elevated perspective
Demolition on our steeple has begun. This
exterior photo (left) -- taken from the town
parking lot -- shows that the skirt and
portions of the lower drum have been
removed. The scaffolding and those
courageous workers who climb them were
blessed by Reverend Derek during Easter
Sunday Service.
The first interior photo (top right) shows the
staging inside the steeple. It also shows the
start of the temporary shoring that will
stabilize the steeple while portions of the
damaged corner post and girts, visible in the
background of the second interior photo, are
removed.
(Photos by Geof Lyon)

MAY 2017

THE OLD SLOOP’S LOG

7

Christian Outreach Committee
Minutes, April 9, 2017

Present
Jay Reed, Derek van Gulden, Wendy Woodbury, Marge Shell, Stephen Kalaghan, Karen Coffin,
Darlene Spittle, Charlie Brackett, and Sarah Mowitt.
Jay Reed opened the meeting at 11:35 with a prayer for Migrants, Refugees and Asylum Seekers from
the Nouwen Network.
Treasurer’s Report
The balance in the Outreach Treasury at the end of March was $5,376.05. Disbursements were made
during the month to the Massachusetts Conference Basic Support (UCC), to Lifebridge, (formerly
Salem Mission), to the Mass. Coalition for the Homeless, and to the Mass. Council of Churches. In
addition, an honorarium was made to Peggy Hegarty-Steck who spoke during the month to the
congregation about the work of Action. A total of $1,208.00 was collected for One Great Hour of
Sharing. There are adequate funds in the Pastor’s Fund.
Scholarships
The Committee discussed the applications for the church Scholarships for graduating high school
seniors. Three applicants were chosen to receive our $500 scholarships.
Easter Offering
Cabinet approved the use of the Easter offerings for the youth trip to the UCC Synod meeting in
Baltimore. The Easter offerings include funds received in the special Easter envelopes from the
pledge boxes, in the Easter envelopes included in the Sunday bulletin, plus loose offerings received
on Easter Sunday.
Family Promise
We have just finished our week of hosting (April 2-9). Problems included late arrival of the van in the
morning and finding volunteers to spend the night. Family Promise will have a fund raiser on May 3
at the Danversport Yacht Club. Jay asked for suggestions for our contribution to the auction at the
fundraiser. Our next host week is September 24 - October 1.
Refugee Immigration Ministry
Jay will participate in a fund-raising walk on May 20 and is asking for support. Two families are in
the program for the North Shore Cluster. The first family has been here for two years and will start

8

THE OLD SLOOP’S LOG

MAY 2017

phasing out soon. A second family of four from Nigeria has joined recently. The father had been
injured during an abduction in Nigeria.
Open and Affirming
It has been 10 years since we adopted our Open and Affirming Statement. Jay Reed said that it is time
to revisit our commitment with discussion of where we have been and where we are going. It was
suggested that Outreach sponsor a Sunday lunch meeting with a transgender speaker. The date of
June 18 was proposed since this is the week before Gay Pride Week.
Open Door
We will serve dinner at Open Door on May 6.
Pastor’s Report
Derek reported that he attended a meeting of the Associated Clergy of Cape Ann. The meeting had
an emphasis on music and included reports from several political action groups. Derek also attended
a meeting of the Essex County Community Organization and learned about legislative plans
regarding the criminal justice system.
The meeting adjourned at 1:05. The next meeting will be on May 7th.
Respectfully submitted, Sarah Mowitt.

Old Sloop Coffeehouse Performances
Brother Sun with Caroline Cotter
May 13 at 7:30 p.m.
This concert is underwritten by a generous donor.
National Touring Artists Greg Greenway, Pat Wictor, and
Joe Jencks have made their mark as veteran touring
singer-songwriters, but Brother Sun is no songwriter’s
round. The trio’s harmonies, as much as their lyrics, tell
what they are about -- warm as a campfire, stirring as a
gospel church, rousing as a call to arms. Fusing folk, Americana, blues, pop, jazz, rock, and a
cappella singing, Brother Sun is an explosion of musical diversity and harmony in the finest of male
singing traditions.
From three major points on the map -- Boston, New York, and Chicago -- Greg, Pat, and Joe have
blended themselves into a unique celebration of the amazing power of singing together. As they will
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tell you, the music is not resident in any one of them, but rather it exists in the space between them.
Audiences feel this sincerity immediately. Their combined musical skills make for an unforgettable
experience – three rich voices blending on a well-crafted foundation of guitar, slide guitar, piano,
ukulele, and bouzouki. Their performances are marked by outstanding original songs, ethereal
harmonies, off-the-cuff humor, and standing ovations.
In 2016, Brother Sun released its third CD, Weights & Wings, a collection that confirms the trio’s
dedication to extending its musical and artistic boundaries. The songs on Weights & Wings represent
the evolution the group and its members have undergone. This is Brother Sun’s most emotionally
immediate and musically diverse work yet, and it affirms the power of song to accompany each of us
from grief and loss into new worlds of possibility, light and promise. Ranging from gospel and bluesinflected grooves through delicate ballads, with playful dips into zydeco and jazzy a cappella, the
ensemble’s muscular and precise harmonies provide the optimism and uplift in every song.
Folk on steroids! Brother Sun melds heart-lifting anthems with the art of harmonic massage. Nimble, strong
and soothing all at once! – Mary Sue Twohy, “The Village Folk Show,” Sirius XM

Caroline Cotter heard over and over, “Don’t quit your
day job!” but that’s just what Caroline Cotter did at the
start of 2015 after she released her national debut album,
“Dreaming as I Do.” Receiving national recognition, the
album reached #5 on the Folk DJ charts in February, with
the second most played song of the month, “Bella Blue.”
Since the album’s release, Caroline has been on the road
touring nonstop throughout the United States and
Europe, playing more than 250 shows a year in venues
from Club Passim in Boston, Mass., to the Alberta Rose
Theater in Portland, Oregon. She has shared the stage with Loudon Wainwright III, David Wilcox,
and Dan Bern, played festivals including 30A Songwriters Festival in Florida, Joe Val Bluegrass
Festival in Boston, Al Ras Festival in Barcelona, Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival in New York, and
showcased at the Northeastern Regional Folk Alliance Conference, as well as the Southeast Regional
Folk Alliance Conference.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Old Sloop Eastertide
11th Annual Film Series
Enjoy a fun evening of “Dinner and a free movie!”
Bring your friends and family!
You are welcome to share in a potluck supper
in Fellowship Hall starting at 5:00 pm
with our featured film showing at 5:30
The 11th Annual Old Sloop Film Series is sponsored during this Eastertide by the
congregation’s Team for the Welcoming Ministry of Hospitality. Contact the church office at
978-546-6638 for more information.
May 4

Hacksaw Ridge

Hacksaw Ridge “uses a real-life pacifist's legacy to lay the groundwork for a
gripping wartime tribute to faith, valor, and the courage of remaining true
to one’s convictions.” Directed by Mel Gibson, this film shows and tells the
extraordinary true story of Desmond Doss (played by Andrew Garfield) who,
in Okinawa during the bloodiest battle of WWII, saved 75 men without
firing or carrying a gun. Desmond T. Doss demonstrated his exceptional
courage and profound faith, for which he was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor. This film won 2017 Academy Awards for both Film Editing (John Gilbert) and

Best Sound Mixing (Kevin O’Connell); 2016 Critics’ Choice Movie Award for Best Action Movie and
Best Actor in an Action Movie (Andrew Garfield); and the 2016 Australian Academy of Cinema
and Television Arts (AACTA) Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role. This film is Rated R for its
intense, prolonged, and realistically graphic sequences of war violence.
May 11

Florence Foster Jenkins

Florence Foster Jenkins is a 2016 British biographical comedydrama film directed by Stephen Frears and written by Nicholas
Martin. The film stars Meryl Streep (nominated 2017 for an
Oscar) as Florence Foster Jenkins, a New York heiress/socialite
who was known and mocked for both her flamboyant
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performance costumes and notably poor singing ability. Historian Stephen Pile ranked her “the
world’s worst opera singer.” The New Yorker’s Anthony Lane gets right to the heart of the film,
noting “Streep is right there, solidly invested in the folly of Florence’s dreams. When she declares
that ‘music has been, and is, my life,’ you believe her.” And as noted by J.R. Jones, film director
Frears “elicits a remarkably tender and mature performance from Hugh Grant as St. Clair Bayfield,
the two-bit Shakespearean actor who became Jenkins’ longtime companion and musical enabler.”
May 18

Fences

Rotten Tomatoes tells us: “Denzel Washington directed and
stars in this adaptation of August Wilson's Pulitzer Prizewinning play, which centers on a black garbage collector
named Troy Maxson in 1950s Pittsburgh. Bitter that baseball's
color barrier was only broken after his own heyday in the
Negro Leagues, Maxson is prone to taking out his frustrations on his loved ones. Both
Washington and co-star Viola Davis won Tony awards for their performances in the 2010 revival
of the play. Stephen Henderson, Jovan Adepo, Russell Hornsby, and Mykelti Williamson round out
the supporting cast.” And as noted by critic Katie Walsh, “The two lead performances are
stunningly complex and deeply human achievements from two of the finest actors working
today.” Oscar nominated for 2017 Best Picture and Best Actor - Motion Picture Drama, Viola

Davis took the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress.
May 25

Ben Hur (2016)

Ben-Hur is the 2016 American historical epic film
directed by Timur Bekmambetov and written by
Keith Clarke and John Ridley. It is the fifth film
adaptation of the 1880 novel Ben-Hur: A Tale of

the Christ by Lew Wallace. It has been termed a
"re-adaptation," "reimagining," and "new
interpretation" of the novel. The film stars Jack Huston, Morgan Freeman, Toby Kebbell, Nazanin
Boniadi, Haluk Bilginer, and Rodrigo Santoro. The epic story of Judah Ben-Hur, a prince falsely
accused of treason by his adopted brother Messala, an officer in the Roman army. Stripped of his
title, separated from his family and the woman he loves, Judah is forced into slavery. After years
at sea, Judah returns to his homeland to seek revenge, but an encounter with Jesus leads him to
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the Crucifixion, where he discovers forgiveness and finds redemption. This film comes to our

2017 Old Sloop Eastertide Film Series recommended by Pastor Derek van Gulden.
June 1

The Eagle Huntress

IndieWire’s critic Kate Erbland notes that this film is, “A soaring,
sweet documentary that welcomes its audience into an
unexpected new arena.” The Eagle Huntress follows Aisholpan,
a 13-year-old girl, as she trains to become the first female in
12 generations of her Kazakh family to become an eagle hunter,
and rises to the pinnacle of a tradition that has been handed down from father to son for
centuries. Set against the breath-taking expanse of the Mongolian steppe, The Eagle Huntress
features some of the most awe-inspiring cinematography ever captured in a documentary, giving
this intimate tale of a young girl's quest the dramatic force of an epic narrative film. Directed by

Otto Bell, The Eagle Huntress is narrated by Daisy Ridley, and features a stirring end credits song,
"Angel by the Wings," by Sia.
June 8
The Lady in the Van
This 2015 film tells the true story of the relationship between
Alan Bennett and the singular Miss Shepherd, a woman of
uncertain origins who “temporarily” parked her van in Bennett's London driveway and proceeded
to live there for 15 years. Critics Consensus of Rotten Tomatoes: “Led by a marvelous
performance from Maggie Smith, Lady in the Van wrings poignant, often hilarious insight from its
fact-based source material. New York Times’ Stephen Holden: “The movie is largely a mystery that
begins with a car crash involving Mary [Shepherd]. It then leaps ahead to the appearance of her
van in an artsy London neighborhood where she moves from house to house seeking a parking
space. Who exactly is this well-spoken vagrant? We wonder. And how did she land here? Mary,
who claims to receive guidance from the Virgin Mary, is weirdly allergic to the sound of music.
Flashbacks reveal that she was once a nun and aspiring concert pianist who was forbidden to
play the piano.”
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Lion

Lion “is a complex movie, with its profound themes of home
and identity, and its tonally disparate halves. A smartly
understated approach to Brierley’s story holds it all together,”
notes Washington Post’s Top Critic, Stephanie Merry. Fiveyear-old Saroo gets lost on a train, which takes him thousands of Kilometers across India, away
from home and family. Saroo must learn to survive alone in Kolkata, before ultimately being
adopted by an Australian couple. Twenty-five years later, armed with only a handful of memories,
his unwavering determination, and a revolutionary technology known as Google Earth, he sets out
to find his lost family and finally return to his first home. Starring the fabulous Dev Patel and

Nicole Kidman, both 2017 Oscar nominated for Best Supporting Actor and Actress, this film was
also nominated for Best Picture, Best Cinematography, and Best Adapted Screenplay.

14

THE OLD SLOOP’S LOG

MAY 2017

Rummage Sale
July 15
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Contact information
978/546-6638
www.oldsloopfair.org
info@oldsloopfair.org

Old Sloop Fair
July 21 & 22
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Team Leaders
Rummage

Linda Kluge
Laurie McKenna

Boutique

Marcia Myers
Susan Lillis
Louisa CasadeiJohnson

White Elephant Michelle Elwell
Hand-knits

Camilla Ayers

Art Mart

Sue Morris
Bonnie Gray

Snack Bar

Wendy Woodbury
Barbara Reed

Jewelry

Celene Lyon

Yard Sale

Ruth Janet Taylor
Jeff Taylor
Dorothy Geiser
Fred Witte

Ken’s Collection Ken Perry
“Kids Stuff”

Katie Welch
Chelsea Hale
__________________________
Publicity
Treasurer
Receiving
& Sorting
People Power

Regina Reis
Geof Lyon
Janice Ramsden
Jack Reed
Regina Reis,
Office Manager

Drop-off Information for Donations
As listed in the categories on the left, the church is looking
for a wide variety of donations to sell at the Old Sloop Fair.
Rugs and small furniture -- especially antiques -- are
welcome too.
Please be aware that this year, we will NOT be accepting
the following items:
•
•
•
•
•

Books
Electronics
Exercise equipment
Bulky furniture
Items the receiving and sorting committee (RSC)
feels will not sell.

If you should have any questions or concerns, please email a
photograph to info@oldsloopfair.org of any piece you are
considering as a donation to the Fair. Your email will be directed
to the appropriate team leader for review. We will respond to
you within a week.
These exceptions are necessitated by the new rules at the
Rockport Transfer Station: Anything that we cannot sell, we
will have to pay to have it removed from the church
premises and also pay to have it accepted by the Transfer
Station.
Please note below the drop-off schedule for Fair donations
at the church. If you would like to drop your donation off on
another day or at another time, please call Jack Reed at
978-546-3221.
_____________________________________________________

Donation Drop-off Dates/Times
Thursday, May 11
Saturday, May 13
Thursday, June 1
Saturday, June 3
Thursday, June 15

4-7 pm
8-noon
4-7 pm
8-noon
4-7pm

Saturday, June 17 8-noon
Thursday, June 2 4-7 pm
Saturday, June 24 8-noon
Thursday, July 6
4-7 pm
Saturday, July 8
8-noon
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the new dates of the Fair?
Fair events will occur two weekends in July:
Rummage Sale: July 15, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Old Sloop Fair: July 21 & 22, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
There will no longer be an outdoor Yard Sale on a third weekend. (See below for details.)

What are the changes in the Fair?
There are three new features at the Fair:
• The Boutique will replace the Silent Auction.
The Boutique will offer many of the same antiques and collectibles that were part of
the Silent Auction. Instead of bid cards, all items in the boutique will be offered for
immediate sale.
• There will be an Indoor Yard Sale as part of the second weekend, instead of an

outdoor Yard Sale. It will still offer tools, lamps, rugs, garden supplies, etc.
• A new Kids’ Corner, managed by the church’s Youth. Be sure to check it out!
We bid a fond farewell to the “Baked Goods Table” and “Book Nook.”
Baked goods will be for sale at the Snack Bar. And, the public library’s book sales, as well
as the book barn at the recycling center, are convenient resources for the avid reader.

How can I help?
Donations! We welcome donations that are clean and in good condition. See the
collection schedule posted on the previous page. Times and locations will also be posted
around the church, on the church website, in the Old Sloop Log, and on the Old Sloop Fair
website.
Volunteer! There is a lot to prepare for the Fair! We could surely use your help.
Please sign up on the volunteer spreadsheet, contact team leaders directly or contact
Regina Reis, office manager at 978/546-6638 or via email at office@rockportucc.org to offer
your services to “People Power,” so that you can be used most effectively where most
needed.

See you at the Fair!!!
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Weekly Church Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

All are Welcome!

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

The fellowship hour schedule for May:
May 7:

Diane Westman and Jamie Klopotoski

May 14: Celene and Geof Lyon
May 21: Michelle Coates and Chelsea Picardo Hale
May 28: Debbie Welch and Kevin Love

If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour
by baking or hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.

Gratitude for our Church Servants
For April
Ushers
Barbara and Jay Reed
Mercy Duffill and Karen Coffin
Marilyn Lincoln and Bonnie Gray
Michele Coates and Susan Herron

Readers
Joe Chambers
Kate Desmond
Rev. Sue Koehler-Arsenault
Laurel Juthe
Mary Cresse
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Website: www.rockportucc.org
______________________________

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Nursery Care is available.

______________________________

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Please submit articles to:
oldslooplog@rockportucc.org
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **

Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin
Christian Education
Director
MelyndaPicardo

During non-business hours:
Rev. Derek van Gulden can be reached
at (508) 818-0616 or revdvan@yahoo.com

Pastor
Rev. Derek van Gulden

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Assistant Youth Director
Katie Welch
Office Manager
Regina Reis
Sexton
Phillip Bynarowicz
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1
JAN

Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury
No Team

8
Jack Reed
Co-host needed

FEB

5
Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith

12

MAR

5

APR

Jack Reed
Co-host needed

12

9

Palm Sunday

MAY

Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

Mother's Day
Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

JUN

4
Karen Coffin
Marge Schell

11
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

JUL

2
Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

AUG

Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

SEP
OCT

1
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

NOV

5
Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

DEC

3

18

25
Jack Reed
Co-host needed
23
Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

30
Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

27
Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith

17

24
Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith

22
Jack Reed
Co-host needed

29
Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

26
Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

17
Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith

Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

19

10

30

28

15

12

Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

21

Jay Reed
Derek van Gulden

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter

23

20

8

26

26

16

Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter
10

Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

16

Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

Karen Coffin
Marge Schell

Father's Day

13

3
Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

9

6
Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

Easter

Jay Reed
Derek van Gulden

Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

29

Jay Reed
Derek van Gulden

Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

14

Annual Meeting 22

19
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury
7

19
Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

Karen Coffin
Marge Schell
2

Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

15

MAY 2017

24
Karen Coffin
Marge Schell

31
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

MAY 2017

THE OLD SLOOP’S LOG

Team 1 Co-Captains:
Charlie Brackett and Jill Carter

Team 7 Co-Captains:
Marge Schell and Karen Coffin

Susan Emerson
Ann Kistner
Bob Morgan

Renee Ayers
Nan Blue
Stacey Cook

Sue Morris
Lisa Vining

19

Mary Cresse
Elsa Marshall

Team 2 Co-Captains:
Liz Rice-Smith and Mercy Duffill

Team 8 Co-Captains:
Darlene Spittle and Walter Vining

Michele Kerans
Susan Lillis
Emmie Martin
Gaetano Micalizzi

Martha Bowen
Sue Herron
Jeff Taylor

Guy Micalizzi
Thomas Micalizzi
Garie Perry
Ken Perry

Team 3 Co-Captains:
Diane Westman and Jamie Klopotoski

Team 9 Co-Captains:
Jay Reed and Derek van Gulden

Pam Basso
Joe Chambers
Laura Clay

Karen Chambers
Karen Hurst
Paul Hurst
Rhiannon Hurst

Kate Desmond
Helen Raney
Barbara Tenggren

Team 4 Co-Captains:
Celene and Geof Lyon
Pam Beck
Bill Davis
David Emerson
Dorothy Geiser

Sigi Lindo
Kathy McCarthy
Mindy Picardo
Barbara Reed

Team 10 Co-Captains:
Jack Reed and Co-host needed
Steve Lindo
Hope Norton
Fred Witte

Susan Bowers
Sarah Mowitt
Laura Osmond
Corinne Waring

Team 5 Co-Captains:
Michelle Coates and Chelsea Picardo Hale

Team 11 Co-Captains:
Wendy and Mark Woodbury

Beverly Bernhard
Bruce Coates
Lindsey Coates

Lois Butt
Mary Devaney
Bonnie Gray
Marilyn Lincoln

Joyce Davis
Linda Emerson

Team 6 Co-Captains:
Debbie Welch and Kevin Love
Camilla Ayers
Kyla Brackett
Michelle Elwell
Steve Kalaghan

Ruth Janet Taylor
Charlene Williams
Mike Williams

Jim Ugone
Katie Welsh
Alex Ziegler

Team 12 Co-Captains:
Kathleen Morgan and Rick Kasten
Marjohn Love
Phil Swanson

Rosemary Bigelow
John Frisone
Mark Jurewicz
Leap Kasten

Linda Kluge
Laurie McKenna
Janice Ramsden

• The month of July will be hosted by Liz Rice-Smith and Guy Micalizzi.
• Team captains are encouraged to contact your team to arrange coverage on your scheduled dates.
• Contact Liz (dr.eprs@gmail.com) or Wendy (wendy@woodburies.com) with any questions,
suggestions or comments.

