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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of
faith and offer you our
support, encouragement and
love to the end that all of us
may grow in the boundless
mercy of God. By loving and
being loved, forgiving and
being forgiven, serving and
being served, let us go
forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement
We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God
loves us, freely and unconditionally. Therefore, we
covenant to become an open
and affirming congregation
welcoming persons of every
age, ability, gender, race,
sexual orientation, gender
identity, socioeconomic
status, and ethnicity into full
membership and
participation in our community life and ministry. We
embrace and support those
who experience rejection
and exile from spiritual
community and commit
ourselves to the struggle
against injustice.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
Beloved,
Over the last month I have been trying to
clear out the clutter of my office. It was a
daunting task, so much stuff. I didn’t know
where to begin. Then Tuesday, as I was
preparing for Pentecost Sunday, I realized
that it was not just material stuff, but the
stuff in my head and heart which seemed to
be suffocating my spirit.
Once I realized this I stepped away from the varied piles of books, boxes and
other assorted stuff, grabbed a book of the shelf and went outside to sit on
the front lawn of the church to clear my head. Okay, due to the steeple work
I sat on the steps by the curb on Main Street.
The book I grabbed was the Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh’s “Peace in
Every Step.” Opening it to a dog-eared page I read the following: “be more
conscious of your breathing – become aware of each breath and, through
conscious breathing, mindful of each act of daily life.”
It seems God was reminding me to slow down and be more aware of each
moment of the day, something I often forget to do. At this point, I decided to
put the book down and just be present.
Sitting there on the steps, I prepared to pray. As always, I started with some
meditative breathing. With each inhalation, I invite God in and with each
exhalation breathed everything else out. This is how I interpret Thich Nhat
Hanh’s teaching of being conscious of each breath. It was a beautiful
moment -- just breathing in and out being present to that moment which
God had blessed me with. After a while, I became aware of a large shadow
passing over me. Looking up I saw a seagull soaring around the steeple
then circle over my head.
It seemed to me that the seagull was gliding on the winds of the spirit and it
reminded me that I ought to be doing the same...to be who I am and enjoy
the gifts I have been given by God. To open myself up to the Holy Spirit and
let it take me where it will.
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After all, renewal of the spirit is what the season of Pentecost is all about. We are called to renew our
commitment to God; to open ourselves up and allow the Spirit to move us; and to be present to each
moment of this day that God has graced us with.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowledge God, and God will direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6.
No, I still haven’t finished clearing out the clutter of my office, but I have found renewed faith through the
Holy Spirit. Yes I have recommitted myself to God, to being more aware of each breath, of each and every
moment of the day with which I have been blessed.
May you be like the seagull gliding on the winds of the spirit -- enjoying the gifts you have been given and
finding God where you are. May you be lead to a renewed commitment to God during this season of
Pentecost.
May you soar and see where the Holy Spirit leads you.
Shalom,
Rev. Derek
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Cabinet
Minutes of May 21, 2017
The Cabinet of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
was called to order by Geof Lyon at 7:00 pm.
Present
Geof Lyon, Clerk, chair; Rev. Derek van Gulden, Pastor; Jack Reed, Trustees; Sigrid Lindo,
Stewardship Committee and Music Committee; Joe Chambers, Diaconate.
Meeting minutes
The minutes of the April 23rd meeting were approved as submitted by voice vote.
Action, Discussion and Follow-Up Items:
Old Sloop Fair -- Status
Intake and sorting is off to a slow start, questions have been coming into the office seeking details.
Sigi received flyers which will be available. Geof recommended some updated signs with drop-off
hours be posted.
Requesting Help from Office Manager
Derek and Regina have been managing requests for time better.
Steeple Repairs
Repairs and assessment of the state of the steeple continue.
Thank-you notes for donations
A discussion was held on handling of gifts and thank-you notes. It was decided to keep on the
agenda for next meeting.
Officer Reports
Pastor -Discussion on recent worship including Brother Sun.
Treasurer -Not Present. Budget summary was reviewed.
Treasurer of Mission Funds -Not Present.
Historian -Not Present.
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Committee Reports
Diaconate -Joe asked when nominating committee will begin seeking candidates for open seats.
Trustees -Jack Reed gave an update on the steeple work and Verizon contract. Verizon is meeting with the
town and it was suggested that members attend.
Outreach Committee -Not Present.
The Old Sloop Fleet -Not Present.
Membership Committee -Not Present.
Stewardship -Sigi reported that a new portrait directory was discussed. Preparation is beginning for the fall
stewardship campaign.
Christian Education
Not Present.
Discussion was held regarding Safe Church policy and Youth Choir attending a sleepover.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the Cabinet adjourned at 8:01 p.m.
The next meeting of the Cabinet will be June 18 at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Joe Chambers.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Trustees
Minutes of April 10, 2017
The Trustees of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
was called to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present
Jack Reed, Rev. Rev. Derek van Gulden, Mark Jurewicz, Bill Elwell, Bruce Coates, Jeff Taylor,
Paul Hurst, Bob Morgan Absent: Bonnie Gray
Minutes from the March 13, 2017 meeting were reviewed and approved.
Treasurers Report
The treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved as written. Reduced pledges generated a
discussion around online pledging options. Derek will investigate what other churches are doing.
Trustees will ask Geoff Lyon to determine if there would be a cost per transaction.
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Monthly Review of Bank Statement
Bonnie provided an email review of the March bank statements with no issues identified. Moving
forward review of monthly bank statements will be rotated among Trustees who are not identified as
check signers. Jack will review April statements.
Old Business
Capital Campaign Projects -- Review of projects
Budget
Jeff proposed a status review of all projects including updated quotes for planning purposes. Bill
suggested contacting Steve DeMarco for guidance with development of an RFP for the interior
painting project.
Steeple Project
Scaffolding has been installed. Work to begin imminently.
Verizon Cell Tower
Contract is still at Verizon headquarters awaiting final approval but clarifying communications
with Verizon have increased.
Amendment to Purchases Policy
Jack will present at April Cabinet.
Sanctuary Furnaces
Bill will meet with Bill Scott to review the maintenance needs and possible relocation of furnace
controls. Will also double check that the timer is correctly set.
Cleanliness of Church
Clean-up day postponed due to scheduling conflicts. Jeff will finalize plan including a
breakdown of areas with teams to be responsible for each.
FL Putnam
1.) At the conclusion of the FL-Putnam review last November (ala Oct. 31, 2016 results), we
agreed to monitor performance and wait until the end of Q1 2017 on making decision about
the following:
a.) Considering an alternative management group. United Church Funds was the postmeeting nominated group. Stacey Pettice of UCF presented her company's operations and
investment portfolio/vehicles on March 9, 2017 to the Investment Committee. Thereafter,
she also provided additional information on planned giving as a complementary service.
b.) Rebalancing of the Fixed Income characteristics currently in play for FCC's portfolio
at FL-P.
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2) Subsequent reviews and comparisons by the FCC Investment Committee concluded by
quorum email vote:
a.) Agreement that there is no compelling reason to move away from FL-Putnam at this time.
b.) Agreement on the rebalancing of the Fixed Income characteristics away from "B" level
bonds. The concern was that there is approximately 18% of F.I. in (BBB & BBB+) bonds and
these could potentially continue their drag on the FL-P performance over time. In general,
these bonds tend to be highly leveraged and bear lots of debt such that refinancing for
them becomes more difficult as interest rates rise. Quantitative Easing has essentially
ended and we have recently had another interest-rate hike.
Action: Paul H. has discussed with Ellen Hazen of FL-P, and the rebalancing has been
actioned prior to this writing.
3) We are also grateful for Bruce Holdridge's historic and continued comparisons of the FL-P
portfolio returns (adjusted to net of fees) to other suitable benchmarks.
4) Continued performance reviews and additional dimensions (e.g. Environmental & Social
Governance, UCF's 15 sub-account management options and any others as they arise) will be
considered moving forward.
Insurance Policy Review
Jack provided policy details from Guide One and Church Mutual for all to review. It appears that
Church Mutual will provide considerably better coverage at lower cost. Trustees to further
compare the policies. Jack will reach out to get references from churches who have filed claims
with Church Mutual.
New Business
Handicapped Parking
A request will be made to the Traffic Committee for two handicapped parking spaces in front of the
School Street entrance.
Sprinkler and Alarm Systems
Bill outlined continuing issues with the sprinkler and alarm systems. A joint inspection of these
related systems led to the resolution of many problems.
A copy of this report will be forwarded to the editor of the Old Sloop Log.
There being no further business, the Board of Trustees adjourned at 8:09 p.m.
Next meeting will be Monday, May 8, 2017.
Jack Reed
Chair, Board of Trustees

Mark Jurewicz
Secretary of Trustees
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Trustees
Minutes of May 7, 2017
Due to scheduling conflict the May 8 meeting was held on May 7.
The meeting was called to order at 11:43 a.m.
Present
Jack Reed, Mark Jurewicz, Bill Elwell, Bruce Coates, Jeff Taylor, Paul Hurst, Bob Morgan,
Bonnie Gray, Rick Kasten from Building Study Committee, Geoff Lyon
Absent: Rev. Derek van Gulden
Minutes from the April 1, 2017 meeting were reviewed and approved.
Treasurers Report
The treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved as written. A motion to transfer $7,492.92 from
Fidelity to the checking account to cover costs of steeple repairs was made and approved.
Monthly Review of Bank Statement
April statements not reviewed. Jack will complete.
Old Business
Capital Campaign Projects – review of projects.
Budget -- List of pending projects was reviewed and prioritized.
The three projects that will be focused on are:
1) steeple project
2) roof & chimney for Fellowship Hall
3) Law Building front door and Handicap access
Phil will be asked to provide an updated estimate for the organ repairs.
Sanctuary Ceiling Paint -- Rick reviewed recommendations from Building Science Corporation
regarding peeling/flaking ceiling paint in the Sanctuary. They will inspect, test, determine the
cause and offer solutions for $4,500. Rick will obtain additional details. It was also suggested the
paint manufacturer may be able to provide additional suggestions.
Steeple Project -▪

Billing - Request billing schedule every two weeks. AST bills will be sent to Building
Study Committee for group approval prior to sending to CPC.
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Liability Insurance – Jack will confirm with Church Mutual that the church will not be
responsible if subcontractors have inadequate insurance.

Verizon Cell Tower
Building Study Committee has approved site plans.
Amendment to Purchases Policy
Cabinet suggested addition of paragraph 1 D – Where there is no in-house expertise to generate an
RFP (Request for Proposal) and there is known expertise with a reputation that is above reproach.
Approved.
Sanctuary Furnaces
Geoff met with Bill Scott who recommended moving the control panel upstairs depending on the
location. The sensor location is not a problem. A low temperature alarm should be installed in the
compressor pit.
Pre-school Rent
No payments received since February. Jack will follow up.
Handicapped Parking
Request for space in front of School Street entrance sent to Town Manager.
New Business
Appraisal of Church Items
Church Mutual requires an estimated value for coverage for each of the 27 items (silver and
furniture) on the inventory list. Jack will provide preliminary amounts with updates pending a full
review of the inventory. Liz Rice-Smith will be asked if there are appraised values for items of
historical value.
Office Manager Hours
To maintain within budget the process to request additional hours for the Office Manager must go
through the Pastor who is responsible for ensuring that she stays within the budgeted hours. Any
hours over budget need Trustee approval.
A copy of this report will be forwarded to the editor of the Old Sloop Log.
There being no further business, the Board of Trustees adjourned at 12:58 a.m.
Next meeting will be Monday, June 12, 2017.
Jack Reed
Chair, Board of Trustees

Mark Jurewicz
Secretary of Trustees
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Stewardship
June 2017
Volunteer Food Critics Wanted!
We are embarking on a process of updating the 2002 cookbook
“Recipes from the Old Sloop”, and need a few good cooks to review the
present cookbook and tell us what you think we should keep and what
should be replaced. Later in the year, we’ll be asking for suggestions of new
recipes to reflect current trends and fresh ideas. We’re hoping to include
color photographs of Cape Ann as divider pages, so please also let your favorite photographer know
to keep this in mind as the summer matures.
Hope to hear from you, preferably by email at cliffnevis@aol.com. Let us know if you need a copy of
the cookbook. There are still some left.
Thanks from Marcia Myers, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee
It’s time to update the Church Directory
If you have the current church directory, please let us know if you have any additions, corrections or
changes you would like us to know about. For example:
•
•
•

Cell phone numbers
Email addresses
Seasonal addresses

Also, there are many names that do not list contact information, because the parishioner did not
authorize us to make it available. Perhaps, if you are on the list of persons without their address, you
would like to change that. If so, please let us know.
You may contact stewardship care of Sigi Lindo at sigilindo@gmail.com. We will be in touch with
you about this again within the next few months.
Finally, if you don’t have the present directory, would you like one? If yes, please contact Sigi at the
above email address.
Sign up for Amazon Smile!
The checks from Amazon Smile get larger each time! If you are one of those using Amazon Smile
when you buy online, thank you! If you haven’t signed up yet, please do so. If we all participate, the
returns could be significant.
Go to www.smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions. Pick First Congregational Church of
Rockport as your charity. Thanks for making that extra little effort!
If you are one of those using Amazon Smile when you buy online, thank you.
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Christian Education
Minutes, April 9, 2017

In attendance: Mindy, Katie, Michele, Anthony, Stacey, & Jonathan
The following items were discussed at the April 9th meeting:
1. Cabinet Meeting.
2. Upcoming Sunday School.
3. Youth Group Update.
4. Year End Celebration.

Youth Ministry
Sunday, June 4

June Calendar
10:15

Last day of Sunday School and Nursery

Behind the Scenes in Youth Ministries
To stay updated with our weekly activities “like us” on Facebook -https://m.facebook.com/groups/2264204592 -- or follow us on Instagram @FCCRyouth
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Christian Outreach Committee
Minutes, May 7, 2017

Present
Steve Kalaghan, Charlies Brackett, Darlene Spittle, Wendy Woodbury, Diane Westman,
Marge Schell, Jay Reed
Meeting began about 11:45 with a prayer from St Anselm.
Treasurer
There is a comfortable balance in the treasury and in the pastor’s fund. The Easter offering exceeded
last year’s offering. The church treasurer transferred quarterly interest to the Outreach treasury from
the restricted funds. We disbursed to the United Church, the North Shore Health Project in
Gloucester and the Northeast Association’s scholarship fund for seminary students. The church
treasurer transferred the Easter Offering to the Youth Group for their expenses at National Synod in
June. We sent a check from the Pastor’s Fund to Gloucester’s Assembly of God Church for their fund
supporting a refugee family on Cape Ann. The Family Promise account has been enriched thanks to a
member of the congregation, and the April host week grocery bill was low.
Pot Luck
Pot luck in April included one Wednesday hosting guests attending the Film Series. Most nights we
host 30 to 40 pot luck guests. Most nights we have plenty to eat and we have cleaned up by 7:30 p.m.
It is a great way for church families to share what they have with each other and our neighbors. We
are reminded about the diversity of the population served.
Scholarship
We discussed the scholarship process. So far we appear to be satisfied with our scholarship policy
and how we assess and choose our grant recipients. The applications themselves could be packaged
better for committee members.
Refugee Immigration Ministry in Malden holds a Walk for Refugees on May 20 in Wakefield, and
Jay seeks sponsors. Currently RIM supports two families through the North Shore cluster of churches.
Family Promise held their Taste the Promise fundraiser last week.
We served dinner at Open Door in Gloucester last night. Thirty guests ate well. We had plenty of
good food and good help serving the meal. It is a pleasure to work with that group.
We make sandwiches for the Action shelter on Tuesday, May 29
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We discussed hosting a church conversation about gender. June 11 seems the best date, although it is
also the scheduled date for our next committee meeting.
We have reserved a space in the North Shore Pride Parade on June 24 in Salem. All are welcome to
join us.
Meeting ended at 12:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, James Reed

Old Sloop Coffeehouse Performances
Connor Garvey and Putnam Smith
Friday, June 9 at 7:30 p.m.
Old Sloop Coffeehouse will conclude its eighth
season with a performance by Connor Garvey and
Putnam Smith, award-winning performers from
Portland, Maine who are frequent collaborators
and good friends. This co-bill concert will make
you feel the warmth of a community of friends
getting together to share some songs.
Connor Garvey has the amiable presence of an entertainer, the lyrical depth of a poet, and the
enchantment of a storyteller. Garvey leaves audiences uplifted and inspired. The Portland Press
Herald says “the way Connor delivers his positive message proves you can be optimistic and selfaware without being boring.” His unique sandy tenor and masterful blend of rhythm and melody
draw comparisons to Paul Simon and contemporaries Josh Ritter and Jason Mraz.
Putnam Smith could be an old-world troubadour fresh from the 19th Century. After all, he lives in
a log cabin, plays his grandfather’s banjo, and prints up the jackets to his CDs on an antique
letterpress. Yet this rootsy multi-instrumentalist songwriter, steeped as he is in Appalachian
traditions, is very much a storyteller for the modern age. He also writes and performs on guitar,
mandolin, fretless banjo, and piano.
Tickets for this concert can be purchased in advance for $10 from the coffeehouse website at
oldsloopcoffeehouse.org, at Toad Hall Bookstore in Rockport, at The Bookstore in Gloucester, and at
coffee hour following worship on Sunday, June 4. The suggested donation at the door is $12 for
adults, $8 for those 65 and older, $5 for those younger than 18, and $24 for a family.
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Rummage Sale
July 15
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Contact information
978/546-6638
www.oldsloopfair.org
info@oldsloopfair.org

Old Sloop Fair
July 21 & 22
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Team Leaders
Rummage

Linda Kluge
Laurie McKenna

Boutique

Marcia Myers
Susan Lillis
Louisa CasadeiJohnson

White Elephant Michelle Elwell
Hand-knits

Camilla Ayers

Art Mart

Sue Morris
Bonnie Gray

Snack Bar

Wendy Woodbury
Barbara Reed

Jewelry

Celene Lyon

Yard Sale

Ruth Janet Taylor
Jeff Taylor
Dorothy Geiser
Fred Witte

Ken’s Collection Ken Perry
“Kids Stuff”

Katie Welch
Chelsea Hale
__________________________
Publicity
Treasurer
Receiving
& Sorting
People Power

Regina Reis
Geof Lyon
Janice Ramsden
Jack Reed
Regina Reis,
Office Manager

Drop-off Information for Donations
As listed in the categories under Team Leaders, the church is
looking for a wide variety of donations to sell at the Old Sloop
Fair. In addition to artwork, tools, lamps, collectibles, garden
supplies, linens, jewelry, hand-knitted goods, kids’ stuff, and
white elephant items, rugs and small furniture – especially
antiques – are welcome too.
Please be aware that this year, we will NOT be accepting the
following items:
•
•
•
•
•

Books
Electronics
Exercise equipment
Bulky furniture
Items the receiving and sorting committee (RSC)
feels will not sell.

If you should have any questions or concerns, please email a
photograph to info@oldsloopfair.org of any piece you are
considering as a donation to the Fair. Your email will be directed to
the appropriate team leader for review. We will respond to you
within a week.
These exceptions are necessitated by the new rules at the
Rockport Transfer Station: Anything that we cannot sell, we will
have to pay to have it removed from the church premises and
also pay to have it accepted by the Transfer Station.
Please note below the drop-off schedule for Fair donations at
the church. If you would like to drop your donation off on
another day or at another time, please call Jack Reed at 978546-3221.
_____________________________________________________

Donation Drop-off Dates/Times
Thursday, May 11
Saturday, May 13
Thursday, June 1
Saturday, June 3
Thursday, June 15

4-7 pm
8-noon
4-7 pm
8-noon
4-7pm

Saturday, June 17 8-noon
Thursday, June 2 4-7 pm
Saturday, June 24 8-noon
Thursday, July 6
4-7 pm
Saturday, July 8
8-noon
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the new dates of the Fair?
Fair events will occur two weekends in July:
Rummage Sale: July 15, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Old Sloop Fair: July 21 & 22, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
There will no longer be an outdoor Yard Sale on a third weekend. (See below for details.)

What are the changes in the Fair?
There are three new features at the Fair:
• The Boutique will replace the Silent Auction.
The Boutique will offer many of the same antiques and collectibles that were part of
the Silent Auction. Instead of bid cards, all items in the boutique will be offered for
immediate sale.
• There will be an Indoor Yard Sale as part of the second weekend, instead of an

outdoor Yard Sale. It will still offer tools, lamps, rugs, garden supplies, etc.
• A new Kids’ Corner, managed by the church’s Youth. Be sure to check it out!
We bid a fond farewell to the “Baked Goods Table” and “Book Nook.”
Baked goods will be for sale at the Snack Bar. And, the public library’s book sales, as well
as the book barn at the recycling center, are convenient resources for the avid reader.

How can I help?
Donations! We welcome donations that are clean and in good condition. See the
collection schedule posted on the previous page. Times and locations will also be posted
around the church, on the church website, in the Old Sloop Log, and on the Old Sloop Fair
website.
Volunteer! There is a lot to prepare for the Fair! We could surely use your help.
Please sign up on the volunteer spreadsheet, contact team leaders directly or contact
Regina Reis, office manager at 978/546-6638 or via email at office@rockportucc.org to offer
your services to “People Power,” so that you can be used most effectively where most
needed.

See you at the Fair!!!
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The Old Sloop Eastertide
11th Annual Film Series
Enjoy a fun evening of “Dinner and a free movie!”
Bring your friends and family!
You are welcome to share in a potluck supper
in Fellowship Hall starting at 5:00 pm
with our featured film showing at 5:30

The Old Sloop Film Series is sponsored during this Eastertide by the congregation’s Team for the
Welcoming Ministry of Hospitality. Contact the church office at 978-546-6638 for more information.

June 1

The Eagle Huntress

IndieWire’s critic Kate Erbland notes that this film is, “A soaring,
sweet documentary that welcomes its audience into an
unexpected new arena.” The Eagle Huntress follows Aisholpan,
a 13-year-old girl, as she trains to become the first female in 12
generations of her Kazakh family to become an eagle hunter,
and rises to the pinnacle of a tradition that has been handed down from father to son for
centuries. Set against the breath-taking expanse of the Mongolian steppe, The Eagle Huntress
features some of the most awe-inspiring cinematography ever captured in a documentary, giving
this intimate tale of a young girl's quest the dramatic force of an epic narrative film. Directed by

Otto Bell, The Eagle Huntress is narrated by Daisy Ridley, and features a stirring end credits song,
"Angel by the Wings," by Sia.
June 8
The Lady in the Van
This 2015 film tells the true story of the relationship between
Alan Bennett and the singular Miss Shepherd, a woman of
uncertain origins who “temporarily” parked her van in Bennett's London driveway and proceeded
to live there for 15 years. Critics Consensus of Rotten Tomatoes: “Led by a marvelous
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performance from Maggie Smith, Lady in the Van wrings poignant, often hilarious insight from its
fact-based source material. New York Times’ Stephen Holden: “The movie is largely a mystery that
begins with a car crash involving Mary [Shepherd]. It then leaps ahead to the appearance of her
van in an artsy London neighborhood where she moves from house to house seeking a parking
space. Who exactly is this well-spoken vagrant? We wonder. And how did she land here? Mary,
who claims to receive guidance from the Virgin Mary, is weirdly allergic to the sound of music.
Flashbacks reveal that she was once a nun and aspiring concert pianist who was forbidden to
play the piano.”

June 15

Lion

Lion “is a complex movie, with its profound themes of home
and identity, and its tonally disparate halves. A smartly
understated approach to Brierley’s story holds it all together,”
notes Washington Post’s Top Critic, Stephanie Merry. Fiveyear-old Saroo gets lost on a train, which takes him thousands of Kilometers across India, away
from home and family. Saroo must learn to survive alone in Kolkata, before ultimately being
adopted by an Australian couple. Twenty-five years later, armed with only a handful of memories,
his unwavering determination, and a revolutionary technology known as Google Earth, he sets out
to find his lost family and finally return to his first home.

Starring the fabulous Dev Patel and Nicole Kidman, both 2017 Oscar nominated for Best
Supporting Actor and Actress, this film was also nominated for Best Picture, Best Cinematography,
and Best Adapted Screenplay.
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Steeple News
Update
The siding and sheathing high up on the steeple were known to be
in poor shape and have now been removed. Unfortunately, this
revealed more damage than was previously known. The eight
posts that support the bell and the lantern at the top of the steeple
all suffer from varying degrees of water damage and need to be
replaced in whole or in part. Before these repairs can commence,
the bell and lantern will have to be removed. A crane will lower
the bell and lantern to temporary bases on the ground on
Wednesday, May 31.
As of the Log deadline, we did not yet know the details of how the work will be completed.
Engineers from Structures North are engaged in design work, and they will work with the
steeplejacks from American Steeple and Tower to develop plans. We will then be able to estimate
how much this expansion of the project will cost.
Progress continues on other parts of the project. The damaged corner post has been removed.
The replacement timber has been delivered, and the half-lap joint with which it will be joined to the
undamaged lower-part of the old post has been cut.
Meanwhile, the church has signed the lease for Verizon's cell telephone equipment in the steeple.
Verizon will present the project to Rockport's Zoning Board of Appeals on May 31 and to the
Historical Commission on June 8. If all goes well, Verizon hopes to begin construction by the end of
July.
If there is a silver lining to the gray cloud of the new structural problems, it is that some work will
be simplified. With the lantern on the ground, it will be much easier to replace the kingpost that
holds the weathervane and to repair the dome. It will also be much easier for Verizon to install its
antennas.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT by knitting or crocheting now for the Old Sloop
Fair. We need items in light weight summer colors for folks from newborns to
seniors. Also items like baby blankets, handmade toys, doll clothes, washcloths,
scrubbies, kitchen towels, light shawls, etc. No hats, scarves, or mittens, please.
Thank you for your help and support. If you have questions, please email
camillayers@hotmail.com.
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Weekly Church Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

All are Welcome!

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

The fellowship hour schedule for June:
June 4:
June 11:
June 18:
June 25:

Karen Coffin and Marge Shell
Darlene Spittle and Walter Vining
Jay Reed and Derek Van Gulden
Jack Reed (co-host needed)

If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour
by baking or hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.

With Gratitude for our Church Servants
For May
Readers
May 7 Sue Herron
May 14 Jack Reed
May 21 Louisa Casadei-Johnson
May 21 Barbara Reed
Ushers
Rosemary and Bradford Bigelow
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson

Website: www.rockportucc.org
______________________________
During non-business hours:

Nursery Care is available
until June 4, 2017,
resuming in September.

Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. until
June 4, 2017, resuming in
September.

Assistant Youth Director
Katie Welch

Rev. Derek van Gulden can be reached
at (508) 818-0616 or revdvan@yahoo.com
______________________________

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Please submit articles to:
oldslooplog@rockportucc.org
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **

Pastor
Rev. Derek van Gulden

Christian Education
Director
Melynda Picardo

Office Manager
Regina Reis
Sexton
Phillip Bynarowicz
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1
JAN

Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury
No Team

8
Jack Reed
Co-host needed

FEB

5
Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith

12

MAR

5

APR

Jack Reed
Co-host needed

12

9

Palm Sunday

MAY

Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

Mother's Day
Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

JUN

4
Karen Coffin
Marge Schell

11
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

JUL

2
Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

AUG

Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

SEP
OCT

1
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

NOV

5
Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

DEC

3

Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

21

25
Jack Reed
Co-host needed
23
Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

30
Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

27
Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith
24
Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

15

22
Jack Reed
Co-host needed

19
Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith

29
Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

26
Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

17
Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

Mercy Duffill
Liz Rice-Smith
28

18

17
Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

10

30

Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

Jay Reed
Derek van Gulden

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter

23

20

12

26

26

16

8

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter

Charlie Brackett
Jill Carter
10

Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

16

Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

Karen Coffin
Marge Schell

Father's Day

13

3
Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

Michelle Coates
Chelsea Picardo
Hale

9

6
Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

Easter

Jay Reed
Derek van Gulden

Liz Rice-Smith
Guy Micalizzi

Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

29

Jay Reed
Derek van Gulden

Rick Kasten
Kathleen Morgan

14

Annual Meeting 22

19
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining

Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury
7

19
Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

Karen Coffin
Marge Schell
2

Celene Lyon
Geof Lyon

Wendy Woodbury
Mark Woodbury

Diane Westman
Jamie Klopotoski

Debbie Welch
Kevin Love

15

JUNE 2017

24
Karen Coffin
Marge Schell

31
Darlene Spittle
Walter Vining
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Team 1 Co-Captains:
Charlie Brackett and Jill Carter

Team 7 Co-Captains:
Marge Schell and Karen Coffin

Susan Emerson
Ann Kistner
Bob Morgan

Renee Ayers
Nan Blue
Stacey Cook

Sue Morris
Lisa Vining
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Mary Cresse
Elsa Marshall

Team 2 Co-Captains:
Liz Rice-Smith and Mercy Duffill

Team 8 Co-Captains:
Darlene Spittle and Walter Vining

Michele Kerans
Susan Lillis
Emmie Martin
Gaetano Micalizzi

Martha Bowen
Sue Herron
Jeff Taylor

Guy Micalizzi
Thomas Micalizzi
Garie Perry
Ken Perry

Team 3 Co-Captains:
Diane Westman and Jamie Klopotoski

Team 9 Co-Captains:
Jay Reed and Derek van Gulden

Pam Basso
Joe Chambers
Laura Clay

Karen Chambers
Karen Hurst
Paul Hurst
Rhiannon Hurst

Kate Desmond
Helen Raney
Barbara Tenggren

Team 4 Co-Captains:
Celene and Geof Lyon
Pam Beck
Bill Davis
David Emerson
Dorothy Geiser

Sigi Lindo
Kathy McCarthy
Mindy Picardo
Barbara Reed

Team 10 Co-Captains:
Jack Reed and Co-host needed
Steve Lindo
Hope Norton
Fred Witte

Susan Bowers
Sarah Mowitt
Laura Osmond
Corinne Waring

Team 5 Co-Captains:
Michelle Coates and Chelsea Picardo Hale

Team 11 Co-Captains:
Wendy and Mark Woodbury

Beverly Bernhard
Bruce Coates
Lindsey Coates

Lois Butt
Mary Devaney
Bonnie Gray
Marilyn Lincoln

Joyce Davis
Linda Emerson

Team 6 Co-Captains:
Debbie Welch and Kevin Love
Camilla Ayers
Kyla Brackett
Michelle Elwell
Steve Kalaghan

Ruth Janet Taylor
Charlene Williams
Mike Williams

Jim Ugone
Katie Welsh
Alex Ziegler

Team 12 Co-Captains:
Kathleen Morgan and Rick Kasten
Marjohn Love
Phil Swanson

Rosemary Bigelow
John Frisone
Mark Jurewicz
Leap Kasten

Linda Kluge
Laurie McKenna
Janice Ramsden

• The month of July will be hosted by Liz Rice-Smith and Guy Micalizzi.
• Team captains are encouraged to contact your team to arrange coverage on your scheduled dates.
• Contact Liz (dr.eprs@gmail.com) or Wendy (wendy@woodburies.com) with any questions,
suggestions or comments.

