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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of
faith and offer you our
support, encouragement and
love to the end that all of us
may grow in the boundless
mercy of God. By loving and
being loved, forgiving and
being forgiven, serving and
being served, let us go
forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement
We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God
loves us, freely and unconditionally. Therefore, we
covenant to become an open
and affirming congregation
welcoming persons of every
age, ability, gender, race,
sexual orientation, gender
identity, socioeconomic
status, and ethnicity into full
membership and
participation in our community life and ministry. We
embrace and support those
who experience rejection
and exile from spiritual
community and commit
ourselves to the struggle
against injustice.

Beloved,
Why sabbatical and
why now?
This is a question I
have been asked
reputedly since we
announced that we,
the congregation
and I, received approval of our sabbatical grant application to the Lilly
Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program. Here is my response to
the sabbatical questions.
As your Pastor I serve a variety of roles at the center of the Life of our
beloved congregation: preacher, teacher, spiritual guide, pastoral visitor,
confidant, and administrator. The responsibilities are continual, and the
pace and demands of parish life can be relentless. It is often said that
even the most dedicated pastors recognize the need to replenish their
own spiritual reservoirs to regain energy and strength for their ministry.
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind.” (Romans 12:2) Yes, vacation time does help
some but after an extended time of pastoral care even the strongest of
pastors wear down. Jesus gives us many wonderful examples of turning
to prayer and time alone to refuel himself for his ministry: After He had
sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and
when it was evening, He was there alone. (Matthew 14:23)
After 13 years of pastoral ministry, I will be taking my first sabbatical.
I plan to use the time to look at my story as a pastor. What part of my
story anchors me as a pastor, preacher, and teacher and how my story
might take me into the new horizons of my ministry here with all of you
at The First Congregational Church of Rockport.
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I plan to spend time throughout January with The Rev. Cindy Maybeck a UCC minister in the
Massachusetts Conference of the UCC and biblical storyteller. She will be coaching me on biblical
storytelling and new ways to do exegesis.
Throughout February, I will be renting a small farmhouse near my grandchildren. While in Vermont,
my son Nathan and daughter-in-law Princes -- storytellers in their own right -- have arrange for me
to meet with Native Vermont and Indigenous peoples of the Abnaki tribe. I hope to learn some from
these skilled storytellers. Much of my early life was formed by these stories that I grew up hearing. I
also plan to spend time with my brother Mark, a musician, working on spoken word and music. And,
I am sure there will be plenty of time for some snow-shoeing and cross-country skiing.
In March, I plan to spend a week in Colorado with my son Cory learning to snowboard. We will also
spend some time with a master storyteller in Denver.
At the end of my sabbatical, Sarah and I plan to travel to Spain and walk the last part of the “way”
together. We may even be able to spend a long weekend in Madrid. It was during my last
deployment to Spain for the Navy that I made the decision to enter seminary. It will be wonderful to
share that story with Sarah in the place it happened.
While I am on my sabbatical you will all be doing some very exciting things as well. If you are
interested in getting involved with the church’s sabbatical program, please contact our Moderator
Steve Lindo.
Shalom,
Rev. Derek
__________________________________________________________________________________________
The Protestant Reformation began 500 years ago when a
German monk and university lecturer Martin Luther,
famously posted his Ninety-five Theses on the church
door in Wittenberg. At the time, I am not sure he
envisioned the changes to religious, cultural, and
political upheaval that changed the world. Many of us
know very little about the Reformation.
I will be offering a program of study on the
Reformation starting Tuesday, October 3 at 7 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. We will meet every Tuesday for four weeks. I hope those who take the class
will join me in planning the worship on Reformation Sunday, October 29.
We will be using “A Study Guide for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation” put together by the
UCC’s Stillspeaking Writers’ Group. The four sessions will be: “Reformation Basics;” “The Bible,”
“Hot Buttons issues,” and a Summary.
If you are interested in learning about the Reformation, please let me know. I have 21 of the booklets
and there will be a few chapters to read before the first gathering on October 3.
Hope to see many of you there.

Reverend Derek
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Cabinet
Minutes August 20, 2017
The Cabinet of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts, UCC was called to order
by Moderator Steve Lindo at 5:30 p.m.
Present: Steve Lindo, Moderator, Chair, and Personnel Committee; Rev. Derek van Gulden, Pastor;
Sigrid Lindo, Stewardship Committee and Music Committee; Jay Reed, Treasurer of Mission Funds;
Stephen Kalaghan, Christian Outreach Committee; Joe Chambers, Diaconate; and Geof Lyon, Clerk
and recording secretary.
Action, Discussion and Follow-Up Items:
Meeting minutes
The minutes of the June 18 meeting were approved as submitted by voice vote.
Nominating
Katie Welch was approved to fill Kyle Picardo's term on the Diaconate.
Old Sloop Fair
Sigi Lindo distributed a report on the 2017 Old Sloop Fair and a financial report showing a detailed
comparison with the 2016 fair. The new format was deemed a success. The report will appear in the
September Log. Steve Lindo has received feedback about the fair from many leaders. Sigi and Regina
Reis are working on a "thank you" version of the web page. Steve Lindo suggested that the dates be
"the same" next year, and there were no objections.
Departure of Sandy Bay Preschool
Sandy Bay Preschool (SBPS) has ceased operations. There are no longer a sufficient number of
families with parents willing to participate in the cooperative model to support the school. SBPS paid
their rent to the church for 2016-2017. Nearly all of their furniture and other equipment are cleared
out, and they will donate some of what is left to the church. Rev. Derek will coordinate with them on
donations. We need to think about how to use the space. Christian Education would like to move
their entire operation to the large room. They would vacate the second floor of the Law House and
part of the third floor. The nursery would remain where it is. The large room could also be used for
Family Promise as it is lead-free and has the requisite smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. We
wondered about the rental value of space and whether we should rent it. It could be used by another
preschool or a non-profit. Rev. Derek will seek advice from some parishioners who used to run preschools. We agreed to refer the matter to the trustees and request that they bring a proposal back to
cabinet for approval. Derek will also follow up with other non-profit organizations.
Steeple Report
Geof Lyon reported that the steeple project is making steady progress. The reframing of the clock
tower is complete. The steeplejacks are working on the front lawn to cut mortises and tenons in the
new steeple posts and timbers that will become girts and wind braces. The crane will return
sometime the week of August 27 to hoist the steeple posts into place. The new (old) bell was shipped
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from Michigan August 18. It will go first to Rowley, where Cassidy Brothers Forge will fabricate an
adapter for the yoke we already have.
In response to a question about the other capital campaign projects, Geof observed that the
Fellowship Hall building roof is now leaking and needs to be fixed fairly urgently. There are capital
campaign funds to replace the roof, but the issue is the very tall and crumbling chimney, which needs
to be either rebuilt or dismantled and replaced. Work is underway to investigate a power vent and
other venting options for the furnace and water heater that now use that chimney.
Steeple fundraising
Steve Lindo reported that the one-page sheet for potential donors is done and he has made the first of
his visits. That visit yielded some suggestions. We should have a financial reconciliation for potential
donors. And there should be a “Frequently Asked Questions” sheet that addresses the matter of
separating the building and the church. It was suggested that some donors may be concerned about
the disposition of funds that exceed the cost of the project. We discussed creating a restricted fund
that could be used only to maintain the steeple and/or sanctuary building.
Safe Deposit Box
Steve Lindo reported that he examined the contents of the church’s safe deposit box. Among the
items found were microfiche of church records, deeds and 1969 certificates for stock shares in the
Massachusetts Congregational Fund, defunct as of last year. Steve reached someone who had been
connected with the fund, and they had no record of FCCR’s ownership of the stock.-Steve will contact
David Emerson to find out if he has any records relating to the shares. It was agreed that the
microfiche should be digitized.
Bylaws
The bylaws call for there to be a review every five years. The last review was in 2012, so it is time for
another. Steve asked for volunteers to form this committee. Derek offered to participate. Steve will
reach out to the congregation for additional members.
Sabbatical
The Lily Foundation awarded the pastor and the church the amounts requested. The funds will be
distributed in September. The question came up as to whether separate accounts for pastor’s
sabbatical and church sabbatical funds should be set up. It was agreed this should be referred to the
treasurer, Bruce Coates, who was on vacation.
It was agreed that steps should be taken promptly to arrange for dates for the several outside people
who are going to participate in church services. The Music Committee was very involved in several
of the proposed services and, logically, would now participate in lining up dates.
Making it Real
Nothing is required on this at this time. Derek asked that we revisit this at the September meeting.
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Committee Reports
Outreach Committee: Stephen Kalaghan reported that -there is a $5,000 balance in the treasury; that
Wednesday potluck suppers have resumed and that the August 16 supper was very full; that the
organizer of Open Door wants to speak during a Mission Moment at worship to thank us on
October 1; and that Family Promise will next come September 24-October 1.
Date of Next Cabinet Meeting: There will be a Coffeehouse fundraiser for Family Promise on
Sunday, September 17, which will conflict with the scheduled Cabinet meeting. It was agreed that
an alternative date for the Cabinet meeting will be arranged.
Respectfully submitted,
Geof Lyon, Clerk (with much appreciated help from Sigi Lindo)
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
_____________________________________________________________________________

Stewardship
September 2017
It’s time to update the Church Parishioners and Friends Directory
If you have the current church directory, please take a look at your listing and
let us know if you have any additions, corrections or changes you would like
us to know about. For example:
• Land line and mobile phone numbers
• Email addresses
• Local and winter addresses
If you aren’t in the directory and would like to be, please contact stewardship c/o Sigi Lindo at
sigilindo@gmail.com .
Check your listing after worship in Fellowship Hall.
Someone will be available with the current directory. Please plan to take a quick look to see if your
listing is accurate and complete. Not there at all? We want you in our directory! Please sign up!
If you don’t have one, we have one 2016-2017 directory left. First come, first served!
Are you incompletely listed?
There are many names for whom we do not list contact information, because the parishioner did not
authorize us to make it available. If you are on the list of persons without their address listed, would
you like to change that? If so, please contact Sigi.
The Directory is exclusively for the use of members.
The directory is for the exclusive use and convenience of the church members and friends for use
within the life of the congregation. It should not be loaned to others and should not be used for
solicitation purposes.
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Join us on Thursday, October 12, for dinner at Shea’s Riverside
Back by popular demand: Dinner at Shea’s Riverside in Essex. The tide will be close to high and the
sun will set just after 6:00 p.m. Come enjoy the view of the Essex marshes, watch the boats coming
and going, enjoy Shea’s wonderful food and the good company of your Old Sloop friends. Shea’s
will donate 10% of their proceeds for the entire evening. We will hold another 50:50 raffle, to add
some interest. And they have a great sports bar, to watch the Red Sox in the playoffs! Make your
reservations early. All of the proceeds received by the church will go to the Save the Steeple fund
The Latest on the Cape Ann Cookbook Project
We’re now looking for suggestions of new recipes to reflect current trends and fresh ideas. If you
have a favorite or if your friends always ask for a unique dish you make that isn’t in the 2002
cookbook, please pass it along to Marcia Myers cliffnevis@aol.com.
Sign up for Amazon Smile!
The checks from Amazon Smile are providing a small, steady income. If you are one of those using
Amazon Smile when you buy online, thank you! If you haven’t signed up yet, please do so. If we all
participate every time we order from Amazon, the returns could be significant. Go to
www.smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions. Pick First Congregational Church of Rockport
as your charity. Thanks for making that extra effort!

Christian Education
Youth Ministry News
SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
Saturday, September 9

5:00 – 7:00

Registration for Sunday School, Youth Group, Youth Choir,
and 2018 Mission Trip.
Free hot dog and make your own sundae dinner.

Sunday, September 10
Sunday, September 17

Sunday, September 24

10:15

First Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

First Youth Group: Back to School Bash

10:15

Sunday School

TBD
9:00

Youth Group: Outdoor Movie at the Hales (bring snack to
share)
C.E. Meeting

10:15

Sunday School

TBD

Youth Group: Mystery Field Trip
(Check FB and Instagram for information)
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Build-A-Bridge will start back up again on October 2. If you would like to join us for a Wednesday
afternoon and spend it with some awesome teens, please let Katie know!
To stay updated on all that's happening with our youth, join our group on facebook #fccryouth or
follow us on instagram @FCCRyouth.
Be Blessed!
Katie

MISSION TRIP 2018
We have pre-registered for next summers’ mission trip to repair homes in Camillus, N.Y.
Camillus is listed as the 29th poorest city in the country. Thirty- one percent of the residents
live below the federal poverty line, and one out of every two children live in poverty there.
More than 4,000 refugees have been welcomed into the city since 2010. Our work will make
a huge difference to these families.
We have room for 28 participants -- 8th grade to adult. Cost is $464.00 per participant.
A $50 deposit is due to secure a spot. Deadline for deposits is Sunday, October 15.
All are welcome!!!

Christian Outreach Committee
Minutes, August 13, 2017
Present: Jay Reed, Wendy Woodbury, Marge Shell, Charlie Bracket, Stephen Kalaghan,
Diane Westman, and Sarah Mowitt.
Jay Reed opened the meeting at 11:30 with a prayer.
Treasurer’s Report
The balance in the Outreach Treasury at the end of July was $5,151.34. Disbursements were made
during the month to the Massachusetts Conference (UCC) - Basic Support ($1,125), and to the
Refugee Immigration Ministry ($300).
There are adequate funds in the Pastor’s Fund following donations made in response to an appeal
from the pulpit.
Pot Luck Dinner
Dinners resumed with strong attendance at the beginning of August after a hiatus during the month
of July.
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Open Door
We will be serving dinner on Saturday, August 19. Julie La Fontaine, Executive Director of Open
Door, sent a thank-you note for our donation and asked to speak during a Mission Moment
sometime. Diane Westman reported about an effective outreach effort and demonstration of Open
Door at the Rockport Farmer’s Market.
Neighbors in Need
At the beginning of September, we will start our campaign for this fund, which supports justice
ministries of the UCC. We will celebrate our donations the first Sunday in October. Jay is looking for
someone to write an article for The Log or to speak during a Sunday service.
Family Promise
Our next host week will be September 24 through October 1. New families are entering the program
at this time. There was a discussion about the logistics of sleeping space when we have large
families. A “Cardboard Box City” was held on August 11 in Patton Park in Hamilton to raise funds
and awareness about homelessness. Participants slept overnight in cardboard box homes.
A Coffee House concert in September was planned to also raise funds for Family Promise.
Refugee Immigration Ministry
A bulb sale is coming up in the fall to support this program.
Action Lunches
We will make sandwiches on August 29.
The meeting adjourned at 12:00. The next meeting will be on September 17.
Respectfully submitted, Sarah Mowitt
______________________________________________________________________________________
Neighbors in Need Special Offering
The Neighbors in Need offering helps the United Church of Christ’s
Justice and Witness Ministry. The United Church historically has
advocated strongly for justice causes, and this offering helps the UCC
provide small grants to churches and other organizations that address
issues of discrimination and inequality in this country on a local and
national level.
For example, a UCC congregation in Mobile, Ala., gives safe space, time, and guidance in the church
for LGBTQ teens. Many of these teens have heard they are unwelcome in some churches, but the
Mobile UCC church with their “Open Table” ministry encourages participation in their Saturday
youth outreach. They are a recipient of a Neighbors in Need grant.
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In 2012, to help First Congregational Church prepare for our Family Promise homelessness program,
the United Church granted us $2,000 to pay for room dividers for guest sleeping spaces in Fellowship
Hall.
A portion of the Neighbors in Need offering helps the UCC support the Council for American Indian
Ministry, which provides Christian witness and ministry to native Americans. The forebears to the
UCC established churches in tribal areas in Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and
northern Nebraska. And now, the Council is the voice for American Indians in the UCC. Today there
are 20 congregations on reservations and a large multi-tribal congregation in Minneapolis. The UCC,
through CAIM, ministers to pastors and congregations in these areas.
As UCC Christians, our faith guides us to act on behalf of those experiencing unfair treatment. This
Neighbors in Need Special Offering is a way for us to show God’s love for all God’s children. The
Outreach Committee will campaign for this offering during September worship services and
celebrate the offering on Sunday, October 1. Look for a promotional insert and an offering envelope
in your Sunday bulletins.
Thanks for helping the United Church of Christ address injustice.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Old Sloop Coffeehouse Upcoming Performances
Old Sloop Coffeehouse began its ninth season with two concerts
in September.
Friday, September 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Fly Amero. Jon Butcher, and Allen Estes
This concert features three legendary Cape Ann musicians
performing in the round. Fly Amero, Jon Butcher, and Allen Estes
will perform their own songs and other songwriters' songs, and
they will back each other up throughout.
Dennis "Fly" Amero finds his musical roots deep within the vast genres of the 60's pop revolution.
He is a member of the chart-topping pop-rock band Orleans.
Grammy-nominated Jon Butcher's signature sound and particularly his guitar work represent a
skillful mix of Americana - rock, r&b, jazz and folk, all of it focused through a prism built from the
blues.
Allen Estes is a veteran singer, songwriter, and performer with a long and distinguished resume. His
songs have been recorded by a host of A-list musicians, and he hosts the popular Local Music Seen
program on Cape Ann TV.
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Sunday, September 17 at 7:30 p.m. – Phil Ochs Song Night
This special concert will benefit Family Promise North Shore Boston.
Phil Ochs wrote over 100 songs during his far too brief 35 years on earth. He was known for his
sharp wit, sardonic humor, earnest humanism, political activism, insightful and alliterative lyrics,
and distinctive voice. Somehow, Phil's songs seem as relevant today as they were when they were
written in the 1960's and 1970's. To keep Phil's music alive, groups of performers have gotten
together to perform his beloved songs ever since 1983. This Phil Ochs Song Night features
outstanding musicians Greg Greenway, Pat Wictor, Reggie Harris, and Tom Prasada-Rao, who will
perform Phil's songs and some of their own. The concert will be hosted by Phil's sister, Sonny Ochs.
Tickets for these concerts and our future ones can be purchased from the coffeehouse website at
oldsloopcoffeehouse.org, at Toad Hall Bookstore in Rockport, at The Bookstore in Gloucester, and at
coffee hour following worship on the Sunday immediately preceding each concert.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Old Sloop Coffeehouse is Seeking Volunteers
We are looking for people who are interested in being volunteers for the September 2017 to May 2018
coffeehouse season. Some of the jobs we can use help with are:
•

People to bake homemade desserts for us to sell at the coffeehouse.

•

People willing to post concert flyers for specific towns north of Boston.

•

People willing to help set up stage, lights, and sound equipment; move fellowship hall
furniture, and break down the Nursery on a specific evening before each concert.

•

People to help break down all the equipment after each concert and to set up the
Nursery and Fellowship Hall.

•

People to work in the kitchen during a concert, serving and selling desserts and
cleaning up afterwards.

Free concert admission to each show that you volunteer, depending on the number of hours worked.
We are also looking for people who might be interested in learning how to help manage parts of the
coffeehouse. Please contact Celene (celenelyon@comcast.net). Thanks!
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Call to Special Meeting September 10, 2017
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts
A special meeting of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, Mass., UCC, called by the Minister, will
be held on Sunday, September 10, 2017 immediately following worship, to act upon the following:
1. To authorize the Trustees to investigate and procure a bridge loan secured by the parsonage to
enable the church to continue work on the steeple, should that become necessary.
2. Any other business that may be brought legally before the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Geof Lyon
Clerk of the Church
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“Save the Steeple” Fundraising Efforts Are Underway

To the Sea
A Recital to Benefit the Old Sloop Steeple
Sunday, October 8 at 3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Jennifer Sgroe, soprano

Beverly Soll, piano

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

To the Sea is a narrated program of song exploring Americans, particularly New Englanders, and
their relationship to the sea.
The collaborators — singer, pianist, and museum designer — have brought their collective
experiences to the creation of this unusual recital. The purpose of To the Sea is to bring to its audience
a new experience in listening to music as it connects with poetry and the rich history of New
England.
The program includes early maritime work songs, parlor music of the 19th century, and beautiful,
highly expressive, poetry and song spanning the 20th- into the 21st century. A dozen composers and
as many poets are represented, most of whom hail from the New England region.
This special concert will be followed by a reception with the artists. A light American meal of
chowder and pie will be served, which is included in the admission cost.
Tickets are $30, and can be purchased with a credit/debit card or a PayPal account. All tickets are
on “will-call” basis. The purchaser’s name will be on a list at the door.
If you are interested, please go to the church website’s Home Page, click on “Save Our Steeple!”
and then click on “To the Sea” on the top bar.

--And there is more--
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A Raffle to Benefit the Old Sloop Steeple
The prize – a Ken Knowles Painting

Congregational Church Steeple by Ken Knowles
(Image size: 24” X 20”)

Rockport artist, Ken Knowles, has recently
completed and generously donated this
painting to the First Congregational Church of
Rockport for the purpose of helping to raise
funds for the Save Our Steeple project.
300 raffle tickets are available for purchase
at $50 each. When completed, this promotion
will have raised $15,000 to help us Save Our
Steeple! Needless to say, we should all be very
grateful to Ken for stepping up and offering us
this wonderful opportunity.
The Board of Trustees and Ad Hoc Fundraising Committee are looking for parishioners
who love our church and would like to help
this campaign reach its goal. The odds of
winning this raffle are very good and the fact
that the ticket purchase is actually a meaningful
donation, should help facilitate the selling.
If you feel that you could help our church
by selling these raffle tickets, please contact
Bonnie Gray after worship or call 978-546-6718
or by email: bonniegray123@verizon.net.

In the meantime, be sure to purchase your own chance of owning this lovely and valuable painting!
Tickets will be available for purchase using Pay Pal or debit/credit card. Please go to the church
website’s Home Page, click on “Save Our Steeple!” and then click on “Ken Knowles Painting” on the
top bar. You can also purchase tickets at the Church Office: Tuesday – Friday, 9:00-2:00.
Drawing date: December 2, 2017 at the church’s Christmas Bazaar.
The church appreciates Ken’s generous donation of this masterful piece and
for his help in getting us closer to our Steeple funding-raising goal.
To enjoy more of Ken Knowles paintings, go to his website: http://www.kenknowles2.com.
To inquire about any paintings from Ken Knowles Fine Art, please call or email Ken directly
At 508.284.0427 or KNOWLESARTS@GMAIL.COM

--And there is more--
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"Rising Above"
An interpretation of the
Church's iconic steeple
by David Arsenault
For over 200 years, the steeple and
clock tower of the Old Sloop (The First
Congregational Church of Rockport)
has been an important and endearing
landmark in this seaside town. For me,
it has become an ever-present beacon
in town, garnering my attention at all
angles, serving as a comforting
reminder of the change from one hour
to the next—via the bell—and now as a
place of worship.
By now, you may know that the
original painting was sold this past
weekend (Sept. 16), and as a result of
the sale, a check was given to Rev.
Derek to go toward the "Save the
Steeple" fund.
We'll soon begin moving into the next phase of our fundraising. There will be signed limited edition
giclées (both on canvas and paper), and we'll donate a percentage of our sales for a defined period of
time. More specifics to come soon!
Direct contributions may continue to be made in the following ways: Deposits to The Steeple Fund at
Cape Ann Savings Bank or the Institution for Savings; and mailed or delivered to The First
Congregational Church of Rockport, 12 School St, Rockport, Mass. 01966.
For more information or to donate online, visit rockportucc.org/steeple.
Thank you for your continued interest and support!"
_________________________________________________________________________
The church is so grateful to David and Sue Arsenault, new members of our church,
for their incredible talent and fundraising efforts for our Steeple Fund.
Please visit David’s website and gallery to enjoy more of:
The Art of David Arsenault
8 Dock Square, Rockport, Mass. 01966
Phone: 518-466-9093
Web: www.artofdavid.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/David.Arsenault.Painter
Instagram: www.instagram.com/artofdavidarsenault
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Update: Steeple Tower Reconstruction
Photos and article by Geof Lyon
This update is as much a head’s-up as a progress report: the Quinn Brothers crane returned to the church
grounds on Tuesday, September 12 and Wednesday, September 13 to help the steeplejacks erect the tower.

The photo to the left shows the steeple posts on the lawn with a

whole lot of sawdust. The sawdust came from cutting 10 mortises
into each of the eight posts, as well as a tenon at the lower end
and a slot at the upper end of each post.

The photo to the right shows 37 of the 40

identical girts. Notice the angled tenons cut in
the ends of each girt. The angle is necessary to
join the posts to form the octagonal tower.
The next photograph shows two steeple posts temporarily joined
by the remaining three girts. Notice that the posts are angled,
forming one side of the octagon. The girts will connect the
steeple posts at two levels: at the drums above the bell deck, and
at the top just below the lantern.
The crane lifted each steeple post and lowered each one into the
clock tower, where the steeplejacks inserted the tenon into the
corresponding mortise in the diagonal beam inside the clock
tower. The crane also lifted the girts to allow the steeplejacks to
join the steeple posts. Assembling the tower is a bit of a
geometry puzzle, and it was fascinating to watch.
Traditional timber-frame techniques are being used to construct the tower. A hole is drilled through each joint
where the tenon at the end of a girt fits into the mortise cut into a post, and a wooden peg is driven into the
hole to hold the joint together.
Meanwhile, progress continues on other fronts. The worn
siding has been removed from the clock tower, and the
sheathing has been temporarily wrapped to protect it from
the weather. Installation of the new siding will begin soon.
The wrap will be removed as the new siding is installed in
accordance with traditional building practice. The old
sheathing is in good condition, so this apparently works!
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The last photo was taken at Cassidy Brothers Forge in
Rowley, Mass. The replacement Hooper bell has
arrived from Michigan and is shown still on its
shipping pallet. The yoke atop the bell is the one from
the old Blake bell. It will be adapted to bolt onto the
Hooper bell. The bell won't fit between the steeple
posts, so it will have to be hoisted up into the clock
tower before the lantern is put back in place.

New Format for Old Sloop Fair a Success
Over the past year, we searched hard for ways to reconfigure the format of the
Old Sloop Fair so it would take less time for everyone concerned. The reason
for all of these changes was to allow the church’s long tradition of annual
summer fairs to continue.
This year’s fair was held over parts of two weekends instead of three. We sold
antiques and collectibles using a boutique format instead of a silent auction. This
eliminated bid cards, reconciliation time, and post-fair pickups. It also shortened work hours
considerably on the second day of the second weekend.
We bade farewell to the book nook and bake table, and we virtually eliminated bulky furniture,
electronics and exercise equipment. This made receiving, sorting and storing a lot less demanding.
We held the indoor/outdoor yard sale on the same weekend as the rest of the fair, instead of on a
third weekend.
More than 20 team leaders relied on close communication and cooperation to function without a
central fair coordinator.
The results of our first year with the new format were well beyond our expectations! Net income was
$21,072.98 -- $10,000 less than last year but more than $6,000 over what we budgeted. This year’s
raffle raised over $700 on top of that for the “Save our Steeple” Fund.
We have solicited suggestions from team leaders so we can find out what we might have done
differently or better to make the fair even more successful next summer. If you have suggestions
along these lines and haven’t already provided them, please send an email or note to Church
Moderator Steve Lindo (stephenlindo1@outlook.com) and we will try to address them.
Most importantly, thanks go to all who volunteered to be team leaders for all their preparatory work
and to the many more who received, sorted, set up, sold and then knocked down and put away, who
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cooked, served and cleaned up in the kitchen, who handled cash and crunched numbers. As the last
trucks left to deliver unsold items to Second Glance, the animal shelter and the Epilepsy Foundation,
we were done!
Your work is what made it possible to keep the fair as a significant fund-raiser and an important
ministry of the church. We did it as a congregational family, working together.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Knitters keep on Knitting
Many thanks to all the knitters who helped to fill our table
at the Old Sloop Fair. We made more than $800 and could
not have done it without you.
With the Christmas Bazaar less than four months away, we
have a lot of adult size scarves and cotton cloths in storage
already. What we need most are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mittens: all sizes -- from children's size 4 to adult size large
Wristies for men and women
Hats for children and adults
Children's scarves. Contact me if you need patterns.
Toys, doll clothes, and other gift items for children and adults.
Children's sweaters -- sizes 1 to 12. Demand is greater for boys than girls.

If you know how to knit or crochet and can find the time to create any items for the holiday table,
you are welcome to do so. I have lots of patterns and needles to share. Please feel free to contact me,
Camilla Ayers, at 978-546-3855 or camillayers@hotmail.com.

“Lectio Divina: Growing as Disciples of Jesus”
Wednesday, September 13 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Morgan Room
Join Rev. Sue Koehler-Arsenault
for the first session of a 13-week series exploring Romans
12: 9-21.
Lectio Divina is a contemplative form of prayer
that invites deep attentiveness to the Word of God
in the context of our everyday lives.

Your contribution of can goods, dry goods,
toiletries, etc. would be greatly appreciated.
There is a basket under the Communion table
and a receptacle by the entrance at 12 School
Street. You can come by throughout the week
during church office hours or just bring your
gift to Sunday Service.
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Cleanup Buckets needed desperately for the victims of Hurricanes –
Harvey, the historical devastation of Irma and now Maria
UCC Disaster Ministries is turning to its churches to help overcome a shortage of muchneeded cleanup buckets, stocked with essential supplies that are used after a disaster strikes.
We are encouraging members of the congregation to assemble Church World Service kits —
in particular, CWS Emergency Cleanup Buckets but also CWS School and Hygiene Kits.
HERE’S A LIST OF BUCKET CONTENTS AS SPECIFIED BY CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
•

One five-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid (If bucket has been used, clean well,
but do not use if it has held chemicals of any kind.)

•

Four scouring pads

•

Seven sponges, including one large

•

One scrub brush

•

Eighteen reusable cleaning towels (e.g. Easy Wipes)

•

One 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of liquid laundry detergent

•

One 16-28 oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap

•

One 12-16 oz. bottle of household cleaner that can be mixed with water (no spray bottles)

•

One package of 48-50 clothespins

•

Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.

•

Five dust masks

•

Two pairs nonsurgical latex gloves

•

One pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather

•

24-28 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 gallon trash bags on a roll and removed from

carton
•

One 6-9 oz. bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent

All cleaning items must be new. All liquid items must be capped and securely tightened.
Place all items into the bucket, making sure they are packed securely to avoid damage during
shipment. Snap the lid on tight and seal with packing tape.
You can drop off your buckets at the Office of the First Congregational Church of Rockport,
12 School Street, Rockport, Mass., and we will make sure that it gets to the UCC Disaster

Ministries. Office hours are Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Thank you for
your help.
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Weekly Church Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

All are Welcome

MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

The fellowship hour schedule for August:
August 6:
August 12:
August 19:
August 27:

Wendy and Mark Woodbury
Rick Kasten and Kathleen Morgan
Jill Carter and Charlie Brackett
Mercy Duffill and Liz Rice-Smith

If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour by
baking or hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.

With Gratitude for our Church Servant for August
Ushers
August 6
August 13
August 20
August 27

The Hurst Family
Dorothy Geiser
Fred Witte
Dorothy Geiser
Fred Witte

Readers
August 6
August 13
August 20
August 27

Joe Chambers
Garie Perry
Sue Herron
Laurel Juthe

Soloist

Gillian Hurst
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Website: www.rockportucc.org
______________________________
During non-business hours:

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Office Manager
Regina Reis
Nursery Care is available
until June 4, 2017,
resuming in September.

Rev. Derek van Gulden can be reached
at (508) 818-0616 or revdvan@yahoo.com
______________________________

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Please submit articles to:
oldslooplog@rockportucc.org
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **

Pastor
Rev. Derek van Gulden

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. until
June 4, 2017, resuming in
September.

Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson
Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin
Christian Education
Director
Melynda Picardo
Assistant Youth Director
Katie Welch
Sexton
Phillip Bynarowicz

