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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of
faith and offer you our
support, encouragement and
love to the end that all of us
may grow in the boundless
mercy of God. By loving and
being loved, forgiving and
being forgiven, serving and
being served, let us go
forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement
We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God
loves us, freely and unconditionally. Therefore, we
covenant to become an open
and affirming congregation
welcoming persons of every
age, ability, gender, race,
sexual orientation, gender
identity, socioeconomic
status, and ethnicity into full
membership and
participation in our community life and ministry. We
embrace and support those
who experience rejection
and exile from spiritual
community and commit
ourselves to the struggle
against injustice.

Beloved,
Sarah recently shared with me her passion for The Lord of the Rings:
Fellowship of the Ring series. I will confess now that I have not read one of
them. From a very early age, Sarah has been a passionate reader. She
loved to read it all…history, biography, fiction, non-fiction. The only
genre she didn’t like was fantasy. In her mind fantasy/sci-fi books were
merely grown-up fairy tales.
But, as so often happens, the Holy Spirit opened her eyes. In 2001, she
reluctantly agreed to see the film, The Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the
Ring with a good friend (actually he had to bribe me with a free ticket
and snacks). Only a few minutes into the film, she found herself hooked
and within an hour she was in LOVE with the story of Frodo and his
companions as they began their perilous journey to destroy the powerful,
yet evil, Ring. In fact, she so loved the stories that every two to three
years she would re-read them. Each time the same line would hit her
square in the face: “not all those who wander are lost.”
If you’re not a fan of “The Lord of the Rings” trilogy you may have seen
a similar phrase on t-shirts or bumper stickers. The line comes from the
poem “All that is Gold Does Not Glitter,” which Gandalf the Wizard
writes to his friend Frodo. The poem is a caution to not look at
wanderers or vagabonds with the assumption that they are up to no
good. We must also re-think what it means to “wander” and what it
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means to be “lost.” For many of us living in the United States wandering, or traveling aimlessly from
place to place has a negative connotation. We are all so busy and overscheduled that to wander is to
waste time. To be lost, or unable to find your way, is seen as a failure. So, we have GPS apps on our
phones or other technology to ensure we’re never lost.
Yet, when we read both the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, we read about individuals and
communities who wander in their search for new life. Moses is exiled from Egypt after committing
murder and he wandered in the desert for years until he comes to Midian. The Israelites wandered in
the desert led by God in their search for the Promised Land. Ruth and Naomi wandered to Naomi’s
homeland hoping to start over after the death of their male providers. Jesus excelled at wandering —
whether it was wandering alone with God or wandering with his disciples on his mission of healing
and teaching.
As we prepare to enter the holiday season with all its joys, frustrations and sorrows we will need to
find time to wander. The holidays can feel like a well-travelled highway with no breakdown lanes
and a 10-foot barbed wire fence on each side. We are trapped, moving forward almost against our
will — making sure the turkey is cooked correctly; worrying about who will show up for dinner;
scrimping and saving to buy the right Christmas presents; and on and on.
BUT, what if you stepped off that highway and wandered around for a while? What if you choose to
spend the day outside looking at the trees instead of shopping on Black Friday? What if you choose
to not feel guilty about the small number of Christmas presents under the tree?
And when you leave behind the highway of unrealistic expectations and choose to wander, who will
you find or who will find you?
Go and wander…Alleluia. Alleluia.
Shalom,
Rev. Derek
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Cabinet
Minutes October 15, 2017- Subject to Approval
The Cabinet of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts, UCC was called to order
by Moderator Steve Lindo at 7:00PM.
Present: Steve Lindo, Moderator, chair, and Personnel Committee; Rev. Derek van Gulden, Pastor;
Sigrid Lindo, Stewardship Committee and Music Committee; Jay Reed, Treasurer of Mission Funds;
Stephen Kalaghan, Christian Outreach Committee; Joe Chambers, Diaconate; Jack Reed, Trustees;
Michele Coates, Christian Education Committee; Mindy Picardo, Christian Education Committee; Liz
Rice-Smith, Historian and Membership Committee; Bruce Coates, Treasurer; and Geof Lyon, Clerk
and recording secretary
Action, Discussion and Follow-Up Items:
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Meeting minutes: It was observed that the amount of donations to the steeple fund at the banks had
been recorded incorrectly. The correct figure is $160. With this amendment, the minutes of the
September 24 meeting were approved by voice vote.
Nursery School Space Utilization: Jack Reed reported that he suggested a rental amount of $10,000
per year to Wendy Hyatt and that she agreed that would be manageable. Jack has drafted a lease and
sent it to attorney Wilhelmina Sheedy for review. According to the terms of the lease, Rainbow Day
School would not use the garage, would give us a week for the fair, and would allow use of the space
on Sundays for Sunday School. The next steps are for Wendy to get state approval for her to operate a
second preschool facility, for the trustees to finalize the lease, and for the church to get congregational
approval. It is vital that we require the preschool to have proper insurance and to handle worker's
compensation properly. We believe the playground would have to be upgraded to meet state
requirements. A concern was expressed that $10,000 may not be enough rent. Jack will speak with
Stacey Cook about the rental value of the space.
Mindy Picardo distributed a document entitled FCCR Youth Space. She described how transitory use
of space makes it hard to preserve continuity in Christian Education (CE) programs. Kids need
routine and repetition to learn, and they don't even know where to go in the current situation. Their
time needs to be uninterrupted; and people walking through Fellowship Hall are a major distraction.
There are about 15 kids in the youth group, including some from Trinity Congregational Church in
Gloucester. Most of the youth group kids are not otherwise associated with our church. CE would
like to take the Sandy Bay Preschool space, which would be its own space that could be used for most
of their activities.
We discussed a possible compromise: renting the Sandy Bay space to Rainbow Day and improving
the Law House space for CE. We would fix or replace all of windows in the second floor of the Law
House and demolish the wall between the classroom and Mindy’s office to create a large meeting
space. It was agreed that we need cost estimates and a commitment to fix up the Law House space.
Steeple Repairs/Verizon Lease/ 2018 Budget: Jack reported that the steeple project is going well. The
$300,000 loan document from Institution for Savings has been signed off. There is a lawsuit
challenging the use of Community Preservation Act funds for religious activities now in the courts.
The state is supposed to approve our CPC funding by December. The total we will pay to American
Steeple and Tower is expected to be under $600,000. Steve Lindo said that we need solid figures to
support our fundraising. Jack indicated that the trustees want a thermometer to show fundraising
progress. Geof Lyon agreed to work with the contractors and vendors to develop better numbers, and
we agreed to wait. Jack reported that we have received a $7,000 donation for preservation of the bell
and other artifacts. Verizon has sent their engineers and contractors for a coordination discussion
with the steeplejacks.
2017 Stewardship Campaign: Sigi Lindo reported that that pledge packets have been distributed.
There are five versions of the letter that vary depending on whether people pledge and/or contribute
and whether they receive contribution statements by email or post. Sigi found that the Powerchurch
database has records for a great many people with whom the church has no contact. It was suggested
that we need another Powerchurch code to govern who should receive a pledge packet.
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Church Sabbatical Time: Robert Honeysucker was to participate in one of our sabbatical events, but
he has passed away. We need to schedule a replacement event, ideally on Martin Luther King
weekend. Celene and Geof Lyon will come up with suggestions from the coffeehouse performers.
We also have to decide what to do about pulpit and pastoral coverage. Rev. Derek has spoken to
other pastors who have taken sabbaticals recently. Some churches just got supply preachers and had
people in the church do visits. Another option would be to hire a full time or half-time minister to do
pastoral care and to preach the six services for which we don’t have events planned.
Old Business:
Steve Lindo reported that because Institution for Savings is closing its Main Street branch and there
are no safe deposit boxes at the King Street office, he rented a safe deposit box at the Cape Ann
Savings Bank Granite office and moved the contents of the church's safe deposit box there.
Regarding building security, Steve Lindo reminded us that the Safe Church Policy addresses closing
up the church. We need to train people. We also need to re-CORI key holders every two years.
Officer Reports
Pastor: Rev. Derek will do a couple of sermons on sabbatical. Rev. Derek reminded us that we need
the parking spaces out back for staff and other purposes and that parishioners should not park there.
Treasurer: Bruce Coates distributed a Year to Date Actual vs Budget report. We are only behind
budget by about $900. But Bruce warned that anticipated fourth quarter bills will probably result in a
year-end deficit. The Lilly grant money has been received. The Steeple fund balance is up to $84,000.
Treasurer of Mission Funds: Jay Reed reported that the treasury contains about $5,000, which is OK
for three quarters of the way through the year. The Pastor's Fund balance is also OK. There are two
charities yet to be funded.
Historian: Liz Rice-Smith spoke with Bonnie Gray about the Robert Louis Williams painting that is to
be donated. Bonnie would like us to keep the painting at the church. We could make copies and cards
and sell them. Mr. Williams is OK with that plan. Liz seeks approval. Rev. Derek is doing a series of
sessions on the Reformation. Liz pointed out that the year 2020 will mark the 400th anniversary of the
arrival of the Pilgrims in North America. She is considering field trips or participatory opportunities
to mark the occasion.
Committee Reports
Diaconate: Joe Chambers reported that the Diaconate is working on the pastoral evaluation.
Nominating Committee: Jack Reed reported that things are going OK.
Outreach Committee: Steve Kalaghan reported that donations have been made to the UCC disaster
relief fund, to Wellspring, and to basic UCC support. The next Family Promise week is November 5 12. The Phil Ochs Song Night concert raised $500 for Family Promise. The Family Promise walk to
end homelessness is October 21. The Refugee Immigration Ministry flower bulb sale raised $1,100.
The church will next host Open Door on November 4. There have been 30-40 people at Wednesday
potluck suppers. The refrigerator has been repaired. The Outreach Committee welcomes interest
from the congregation.
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Membership Committee: Six people are considering membership. There will be gatherings the next
two Wednesdays, the next two Sundays, and after worship November 5. Anyone is welcome to
participate in these sessions. Coffee hour is going well. Youth are participating. The Eastertide film
series is being planned.
Old Sloop Fleet: Liz reported that things are going well. The Fleet seeks more people to participate.
Music Committee: Sigi reported that the To the Sea was very good and raised $1,933.66 for the
steeple project.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:53PM.
Date of Next Cabinet Meeting:
The cabinet will next meet in the Morgan Room at 7:00PM on November 19.
Respectfully submitted, Geof Lyon, Clerk
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

________________________________________________________________________
TRUSTEES
Minutes October 9, 2017 – Draft pending approval
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.
Present: Jack Reed; Rev. Derek van Gulden; Mark Jurewicz; Bill Elwell; Bonnie Gray; Bruce Coates;
Jeff Taylor; Bob Morgan and from Building Study Committee Geoff Lyon.
Absent: Paul Hurst
•

Minutes: Minutes from the September 18, 2017 meeting were reviewed and approved.

•

Treasurers Report: Bruce presented the treasurer’s report which was approved as
submitted. A motion was made and approved to transfer $357.89 from the Major
Maintenance Fund IFS Checking Account to the Major Maintenance Fund Fidelity Account.

•

Monthly Review of Bank Statement: Not reviewed.

Old Business:
•

Capital Campaign Projects – review of projects.
o Steeple Project –
▪

Work continues. New bell will be placed on the lawn next Tuesday and will be
ready for installation when the crane makes a final appearance.

▪

Funding – Closing for the loan will be October 10. Bruce and Steve Lindo will
attend. Awaiting finalized cost figures to move forward with fund raising
thermometer.

▪

Preservation of Artifacts – Trustees voted via email to accept $7,000 donation for
the purposes of preserving the old bell and other artifacts. Building Study
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Committee is still determining the best location for the old bell and use of old
king post wood.
▪

Remaining Projects – All agreed that updated estimates for all remaining Capital
Campaign projects are needed. The Fellowship Hall roof/chimney project is at
the top of the priority list. It has been determined that the chimney cannot be
removed due to venting issues. Bill will get estimates for chimney repair and for
repairs to the roof prior to winter. An RFP will be needed for the full roof
replacement. Rick will be asked to follow up with organization regarding the
cause of the sanctuary ceiling paint peeling issue.

•

Verizon Cell Tower – Not discussed.

•

Amendment to Purchases Policy – Still pending final review/approval by Cabinet.

•

Pre-school Space Utilization – Jack will draft a Rainbow Day Care lease for Cabinet
approval. Garage space will not be included and the church will reserve the right to use
the space for 1 week in July for the fair and on Sundays for Sunday School. Jack will
investigate additional insurance requirements and playground regulations that may
require upgrades.

New Business:
•

Email Votes – All agreed that email votes should be reserved for situations that cannot
wait until the next meeting date.

•

Law Building Windows – Bill identified 3 options to resolve the window issue. Full
replacement units meeting the Historical Commission standards would cost approximately
$800/window. Replacement of existing sash & balances would cost approximately
$250/window providing window frames do not require replacement. Repair of existing
window panes and balances would be cost prohibitive due to the extensive amount of
labor involved. Bill will evaluate the condition of the window frames and report back.

•

Bannister Repair – it was noted the second floor bannister is missing a balustrade. Bill will
investigate.

•

Nominating Committee – replacements will need to be identified for Jack, Jeff and Bob
who are all completing their second terms.

A copy of this report will be forwarded to the editor of the Old Sloop Log.
There being no further business, the Board of Trustees adjourned at 8:17 PM.
Next meeting will be Monday, November 13, 2017.
Jack Reed
Chair, Board of Trustees

Mark Jurewicz
Secretary of Trustees

__________________________________________________________________________
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DIACONATE
Minutes October 1, 2017
ADMINISTRATIVE
Present: Joe Chambers, Kate Desmond, Debbie Welch, Barbara Reed, Mercy Duffill, Karen
Chambers, Katie Welch and Rev. Derek Van Gulden
Minutes of September meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.
Next Communion worship: On November 5; Kate and Mercy will prep. Kate, Mercy, Karen and
Deb will help serve. All contribute to clean up.
ONGOING BUSINESS
Pastor’s report:
Derek reported on individuals and families he has met with and updated their wellbeing status,
Derek would like some Deacons to visit as well.
Derek and Karen set date for Scripture reader workshop, October 15, they are working on an
email invite.
Derek will submit activity list for evaluation process.
Sabbatical update, 6 out of 12 weeks are planned programming, Deacons discussed having 1
person for pastoral coverage and running the remaining 6 Sundays to keep some consistency.
Updates
•
•
•
•

Living Memorial fund- Barbara compiling info for brochure, discussion decided a two-sided
form, one with explanation and the other with a removable donation form would be best.
Parament storage- Derek was gifted a cedar chest to be used for now, Regina is creating
hanging storage in a closet, armoire is no longer needed.
Parament Book Joe and Karen continue to collect data.
Pastor’s evaluation- Deacons submitted info to Mercy to consolidate, Evaluation meeting set
for Oct 22 at 11AM.

NEW BUSINESS
•
•

•

UCC Super Saturday is coming up in October 21, Karen, Joe, Katie and Deb looking at website
to investigate going, if so sign up under Rev Derek.
Baptismal Font, Karen approached possibility of removing top of Marble font and placing on
a lighter, portable base to be placed up on Alter space. Derek mentioned wood from steeple
as possible use, Derek recommended discussing project with Ethan Emerson and Mercy also
mentioned Larry Mathers from Cape Ann that does reclaimed projects.
Refrigerator in the church kitchen has been repaired again, it is 10 years old and used by
everyone in church. Outreach Committee uses it the most, we will work with them in creating
a collaborative budget to replace the refrigerator. Karen and Barbara will bring it up to Wendy
at Potluck (Jay is out this week) and begin researching possible replacements.
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•

Nominating Committee, Barbara is looking for suggestion to replace Joe, who is leaving in
January.
The meeting adjourned at 1:10 PM
NEXT MEETING – Sunday, November 5 at 11:30 A.M.
Respectfully submitted Karen Chambers, secretary
_____________________________________________________________________________

Stewardship
November 2017
Stewardship Pledge Campaign for 2018 Begins
Our theme for this year’s campaign is:
“Caring for our church, for each other and for the greater community”
We care about the church building, its restoration and preservation. We care
about the church congregation, worshiping together. We care about each
other, providing support in so many ways, including cards, rides, flowers, meals, and offering a
listening ear. We care about the wider community, supporting mission efforts and acting in ways
that reflect our personal convictions.
By the time you read this, the trustees will have given us their preliminary budget projections for
2018, the stewardship pledge packets will have been distributed, and the witnessing stewards will
have spoken. We were moved by the four distinct witnessing presentations from Bill Davis, Camilla
Ayers, Jim Ugone and the Youth Choir and friends. On October 29 we celebrated our commitment to
the financial support of the Old Sloop.
We hope you will review the material in the pledge packet thoughtfully and prayerfully. Please do
not hesitate to approach Stewardship Committee members with either comments or questions.
Why is pledging important to the church? A commitment to regular payments by the church family
helps the church more effectively plan for its expenses. Pledging is a commitment but there are no
bills sent, only payment acknowledgements and thanks.
We are grateful for your generosity. Thank you for caring.
November 6: Dedication Sunday: Please consider putting your pledge card in the offering plate on
November 6, if you haven’t yet done so. Extra pledge cards and donation envelopes will be in the
pews.
Sign up for Amazon Smile!
More and more of our church family are using Amazon Smile, and our quarterly checks are getting
larger and larger. If you haven’t signed up yet, please do so before you start your holiday shopping.
Go to www.smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions.
Please pick First Congregational Church of Rockport as your charity.
Questions? Contact Sigi Lindo at 978-546-6587 or sigilindo@gmail.com
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SHEA’S Riverside

122 Main Street, Essex
Shea’s Dinner Enjoyed by Many Old Sloop Friends to Save the Steeple
On Thursday, October 12, about 50 friends of the church dined at Shea’s Riverside in Essex,
overlooking the beautiful Essex marshes. Shea’s generously donated 10% of the entire receipts for the
evening to the church. We also had a 50:50 raffle that was won by Charlie Brackett’s granddaughter
Melissa! Receipts totaled $530 for the Steeple Fund.
We are always looking for new restaurants for fundraisers. So far, we have gone to Jalapenos,
Passports and Shea’s. Do you have a favorite restaurant that would be willing to offer the church 10%
of the receipts on an “off” night? Let us know. Contact sigilindo@gmail.com
CALL FOR RECIPES FOR UPDATED COOKBOOK
Cooks and foodies, please check your recipe files for your favorite recipes. The cookbook team here at
the Old Sloop is ready to receive your contributions to “Rockport’s Favorite Recipes”, an updated
version of 2002’s “Recipes from the Old Sloop”. We’re looking especially for new ways of cooking,
heart healthy and gluten free recipes, enticing recipes for vegetables and easy and quick main
courses. We would ask for no more than five recipes per person. We can’t guarantee all will be
published, but at least one will be included from each donor. If you want to include a recipe from a
favorite cookbook, list it along with your name, and both will be credited. Recipe forms will be
available in Fellowship Hall after church, or you can submit your own hand written scrap of paper,
so long as it is legible. Please deliver or email your recipes before Thanksgiving to the office
(office@rockportucc.org) or to any of the committee: Joyce Davis, Sue Bowers, Dorothy Geiser, Sue
Herron, Sigi Lindo, Janice Ramsden, Darlene Spittle or Marcia Myers
Many thanks
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Christian Education
Youth Ministry News

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
Wednesday, November 1 2:30 – 5:30

Build a Bridge: Decorate your own coffee mug

Sunday, November 5

10:15

Sunday School

5:00 – 7:00

No Youth Group: Family Promise

Wednesday, November 8 2:30 – 5:30

No Build a Bridge: Family Promise

Sunday, November 12

9:00

C.E. Meeting

10:15

No Sunday School: Veteran’s Day

5:00 – 7:00

No Youth Group: Veteran’s Day

Wednesday, November 15 2:30 – 5:30

Build a Bridge

Sunday, November 19

Youth Group: Annual Pie Bake for Open Door

5:00 – 7:00

Wednesday, November 22 2:30 – 5:30

No Build a Bridge: Thanksgiving

Sunday, November 26

No Youth Group.

5:00 – 7:00

Wednesday, November 29 2:30 – 5:30

Build a Bridge
PIE BAKE

Sunday November 19 is our annual Pie Bake. All are welcome to join us to bake Thanksgiving apple
pies for Open Door. We will be looking for donations including pie tins, pie crusts, apples, cinnamon,
sugar, flour, and butter. Keep an eye out for the donation list after church in fellowship hall. Thank
you!
What’s going on in our Sunday school?
In the younger children’s Sunday school class we have an average attendance of 11 students ranging
in grades from pre-k thru 5th. This class has been exploring a unit entitled “Love is.” with a focus on
John 3:16 and 1 Corinthians 13, and how vast Gods’ love is for mankind and creation. We have been
covering this topic in a variety of ways, cooking together, making crafts, reading together along with
good old fashioned chatting and laughing as a group. On one beautiful October day we decorated
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stones with messages of Gods’ love and placed them all around the front of the church, hidden in the
open to be discovered by someone as a surprise and reminder of how much they are beloved by their
creator. The children had so much fun crafting their very own message for the finder! Then, it was
like a reverse Easter egg hunt on the front lawn as the children raced around finding just the right
spot to leave their stone. Maybe, some of you have been a lucky finder? This lesson led to a
discussion on geo caching, our class has taken upon the task of making our church a location for a
hidden geo cache. We will down load the longitude and latitude of our cache into a popular website,
for seekers to find. They will find a small weatherproof container in which there will be messages of
love and a book to sign into so we can keep track of how many seekers find our cache. Doesn’t that
sound like fun? It is also a very creative way for the children to spread the love of Christ. Even those
of us teaching learn so much from our students. When we take our lessons into the world in which
our children live they have much more meaning and impact. Mindy
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Outreach Committee
Minutes, October 8, 2017
Attending: Charlie Brackett, Steve Kalaghan, Wendy Woodbury, Karen Coffin, Diane Westman,
Pastor Derek, Jay Reed
Meeting began with a prayer at 11:45:” Merciful Spirit, who hears the prayers of all God’s
children, keep us close to You in our times of trial.”
Both outreach treasury and the pastor’s fund have adequate balances. This month we
disbursed to Wellspring, Inc. and to the United Church disaster fund in addition to the monthly
basic UCC support and the Neighbors in Need special offering. The campaign for Neighbors in
Need has ended. The congregation gave about $1400, a substantial amount considering the
many September donation requests for a variety of causes. For the second year in a row, First
Congregational Church is the per capita top giver in the Northeast Association. Thanks to the
congregation for their faithful support.
We have concluded our third host week in 2017 for the Family Promise program, and we have
already begun to ask for help for the fourth week, November 5-12. Our September week was
fairly uneventful, although some days we needed to adjust to a shifting number of dinner
guests because some are committed to evening activities and arrive at church quite late. Our
longest participating family has found an apartment after a year, a great blessing after the
trauma they suffered this summer. Finding affordable, sustainable housing on the North Shore
has been an ongoing challenge for Family Promise guests. Family Promise director and
assistant director Russ Queen and Julie Dillard deserve great credit for their efforts on behalf of
our families.
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In September, Old Sloop Coffeehouse hosted a Phil Ochs song night which benefited Family
Promise North Shore Boston. Wendy said the church sent Family Promise $500, of which $400
came from ticket sales and $100 came from sale of refreshments. Family Promise must attract
donations for operations, a constant concern. The October 21 Walk to End Homelessness at
Lynch Park in Beverly is a major fund raiser for the program. The congregation has contributed
to that. Next coffeehouse is Saturday, October 21, headlining Mary Gauthier, who has attracted
national attention.
Jay has been speaking to the congregation about Refugee Immigration Ministry in Malden,
whose North Shore cluster of churches support an asylum-seeking family of four from Nigeria
now living in Beverly with RIM guidance and financial assistance. They were targeted by
extremists in that country, apparently because they are Christian. RIM Northshore is selling
flower bulbs from Messalaar’s Nursery in Ipswich to raise cash for our client family. Their
apartment alone costs $1800. Barbara and Jay attended a RIM sponsored trauma symposium
in Natick last month. Virtually all asylum seekers and refugees have been traumatized fleeing
intolerable oppression in their homelands, which impacts their adjustment to living in a foreign
land and especially their children’s ability to learn at school. We anticipate work authorization
from the government is still months away.
We are starting to request help serving dinner at Open Door in Gloucester on November 4, and
the congregation’s response is encouraging. Diane takes our monthly food offering to Open
Door for its buck-a-bag program.
Pot lucks on Wednesday evenings attract between 30 and 40 guests, some from the
congregation and the remainder from the community. The kitchen refrigerator has been
repaired and ceases to leak large amounts of water. Some in the congregation have expressed
a desire to replace the refrigerator with something larger. We discussed the matter. Frequently,
we must dispose of items in the unit because we need space for something else. At times,
multiple entities within the church simultaneously use it for projects, coffee hour, etc. Wendy
asked whether we might separate pot luck receipts and expenditures from other Outreach
activities in the treasury.
Pastor Derek invited a guest speaker born in Tanzania to preach at worship today, Hellen
Biseko, who spoke about the power of prayer. Thanks to Pastor Derek for our inspirational
speaker. Although we have adequate participation from committee members at this time, we
welcome interest in Outreach Committee membership from anyone in the congregation.
Meeting ended at 12:45, with thanks to the committee.
Respectfully submitted, James Reed
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Connor MacKenzie rang the bell on Oct. 12 at the Peace Corps HQ in Suva, Figi to mark the end of
his 26 months of service. Rev. Derek received this email
from him.
Bula Reverend,
My Grandmother, Ruth Goodick, has told me all about how you
and the congregation have included me in your weekly prayer
list. I wanted to take a minute to thank you all so much for
praying for me.
Yesterday was my final day in my community, an incredibly
emotional day. I have encountered nothing but pure unselfish
love from everyone in Fiji and I am so humbled. The community
has done so much for me these past two years with making
sure I felt welcome, safe and at home. I will be forever
grateful.
I am not sure if my Grandmother has ever mentioned it to
you or if you are familiar yourself, but Fijians are deeply
Christian. The culture of the nation is infused with Christianity. I have learned a tremendous amount about Christianity
from them and felt Gods love through them every day.
When I leave Fiji on Friday, I will be embarking on a "Long
Way Home" trip with my girlfriend. We will be traveling through Australia and SE Asia for the next 3-4
months before returning back to the USA early next year. We are looking forward to meeting new
people, learning about new cultures and eating incredible foods!
Once again thank you so much for your prayers to me over the past two years. I hope that you will
continue to pray for Fiji and all those who are not as privileged as us.
Vinaka vaka levu and God Bless
Connor MacKenzie
PS:
Here are a few photographs from my time here that I feel you may enjoy!

My community, the village of Natokalau on the Island of Kadavu, after morning Lotu (church). The
community was primarily Methodist with a few families belonging to Assemblies of God or Jehovahs
Witness. Church is held every Sunday's at 6am, 11am and 4pm!
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Old Sloop Coffeehouse Upcoming Performances
Friday, November 17 – Amy Speace with Charlee Bianchini
Amy Speace deserves to be much better known. Although she
began her creative career in the theater, acting with The
National Shakespeare Company and various other classical
repertory theaters, she long ago left the stage behind to pursue
music full time. She was discovered by legend Judy Collins and
signed to Collins’ record label, and her eight CDs have received
critical acclaim and widespread airplay. She has been praised
by such diverse legends as Guy Clark, Nanci Griffith, Ian
Hunter and Alejandro Escovedo. Her crystal clear voice has an emotional catch and a fluttering
vibrato that seems grounded in another era yet somehow speaks to this one.
Charlee Bianchini has been a professional musician for over six years. Trained classically, she studied
with renowned guitarist Anthony Weller, and has studied voice with Kristina Martin, Jacque
Chambers and Sloan Wainwright. When she’s not performing, Charlee teaches independent lessons
and workshops at The Music Asylum, a music school in Essex, MA.
Tickets for this concert can be purchased in advance for $12 from the coffeehouse web site at
oldsloopcoffeehouse.org, at John Tarr Store in Rockport, at The Bookstore in Gloucester, and at coffee
hour following worship on Sunday, November 12. The suggested donation at the door is $14 for
adults, $10 for those 65 and older, $5 for those younger than 18, and $28 for a family.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Old Sloop Coffeehouse is Seeking Volunteers
We are looking for people who are interested in being volunteers for the September 2017 to May 2018
coffeehouse season. Some of the jobs we can use help with are:
•

People to bake homemade desserts for us to sell at the coffeehouse.

•

People willing to post concert flyers for specific towns north of Boston.

•

People willing to help set up stage, lights, and sound equipment; move fellowship hall
furniture, and break down the Nursery on a specific evening before each concert.

•

People to help break down all the equipment after each concert and to set up the
Nursery and Fellowship Hall.

•

People to work in the kitchen during a concert, serving and selling desserts and
cleaning up afterwards.

Free concert admission to each show that you volunteer, depending on the number of hours worked.
We are also looking for people who might be interested in learning how to help manage parts of the
coffeehouse. Please contact Celene (celenelyon@comcast.net). Thanks!
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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A Raffle to Benefit the Old Sloop Steeple
The prize – a Ken Knowles Painting
Rockport artist, Ken Knowles, has recently completed and
generously donated this painting to the First Congregational
Church of Rockport for the purpose of helping to raise funds for
the Save Our Steeple project.
300 raffle tickets are available for purchase at $50 each. When
completed, this promotion will have raised $15,000 to help us
Save Our Steeple! Needless to say, we should all be very grateful
to Ken for stepping up and offering us this wonderful
opportunity.
The Board of Trustees and Ad Hoc Fund-raising Committee are
looking for parishioners who love our church and would like to
help this campaign reach its goal. The odds of winning this raffle
are very good and the fact that the ticket purchase is actually a
meaningful donation, should help facilitate the selling.
Congregational Church Steeple by
Ken Knowles (Image size: 24” X 20”)

If you feel that you could help our church by selling these raffle
tickets, please contact Bonnie Gray after worship or call 978-5466718 or by email: bonniegray123@verizon.net.
In the meantime, be sure to purchase your own chance of owning this lovely and valuable painting!
Tickets will be available for purchase using Pay Pal or debit/credit card. Please go to the church
website’s Home Page, click on “Save Our Steeple!” and then click on “Ken Knowles Painting” on the
top bar. You can also purchase tickets at the Church Office: Tuesday – Friday, 9:00-2:00.
Drawing date: December 2, 2017 at the church’s Christmas Bazaar.
The church appreciates Ken’s generous donation of this masterful piece and
for his help in getting us closer to our Steeple funding-raising goal.
To enjoy more of Ken Knowles paintings, go to his website: http://www.kenknowles2.com.
To inquire about any paintings from Ken Knowles Fine Art, please call or email Ken directly
At 508.284.0427 or KNOWLESARTS@GMAIL.COM
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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"Rising Above"
An interpretation of the
Church's iconic steeple
by David Arsenault
THE ORIGINAL PAINTING HAS SOLD!
Now through November 15th, you can pre-order
• 24” x 24” canvas giclees signed/numbered: $300
• 12” x 12” paper giclees signed/numbered: $150
• “Rising Above” blank notecards (set of 6): $20
40% of these sales go to Save Our Steeple
There are three ways to order:
1) During coffee hour 10/29, 11/5, and 11/12
2) Visit the gallery at 8 Dock Square
3) Online at artofdavid.com/rising-above/
• From November 1st-December 9th
20% of ALL OTHER sales go to Save Our Steeple
Save the Date: December 9 from 4-6 pm
“Rising Above/Save the Steeple” Christmas Party
Join us for live jazz and refreshments
8 DOCK SQUARE, ROCKPORT
darsenaultart@gmail.com • 518-466-9093
Please visit David’s website and gallery to enjoy more of:
The Art of David Arsenault
8 Dock Square, Rockport, Mass. 01966
Phone: 518-466-9093
Web: www.artofdavid.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/David.Arsenault.Painter
Instagram: www.instagram.com/artofdavidarsenault
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It’s Poinsettia Time!

It is time to start thinking about the beautiful poinsettias, which will augment our worship
experiences on December 17, and Christmas Eve. You can help in two specific ways:
1. Donate a poinsettia in honor of or in memory of a special person. Starting Sunday Nov. 26
and until Sunday, Dec. 10, the Flower Committee will be receiving donations for Christmas
poinsettias. Check out their table in Fellowship Hall during coffee hour. If you’d prefer to
mail your donation directly to the office, keep in mind that there is a deadline of December
12. Make all checks payable to ‘First Congregational Church’ and put ‘Flower Fund’ in the
check memo. Please include the names of those you’d like to honor or remember.
2. If you know of someone who would like a little Christmas cheer in the form of a poinsettia,
please contact Celene Lyon. Help with delivery may be needed after church on Dec. 17.
Please use this form when making your donation. Thanks!
IN MEMORY OF____________________________________

IN HONOR OF______________________________________

GIVEN BY__________________________________________

Please use this form to sign up after service or mail it to the church office: FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 12 SCHOOL STREET, ROCKPORT, MA 01966
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR DECEMBER 2, 2017
HOLD THE DATE

Knitters keep on Knitting
With the Christmas Bazaar less than one month away, we
have a lot of adult size scarves and cotton cloths in storage
already. What we need most are:
•

Mittens: all sizes -- from children's size 4 to adult
size large
•

Wristies for men and women

•

Hats for children and adults

•

Children's scarves. Contact me if you need patterns.

•

Toys, doll clothes, and other gift items for children and adults.

•

Children's sweaters -- sizes 1 to 12. Demand is greater for boys than girls.

If you know how to knit or crochet and can find the time to create any items for the holiday table,
you are welcome to do so. I have lots of patterns and needles to share. Please feel free to contact me,
Camilla Ayers, at 978-546-3855 or camillayers@hotmail.com.
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Weekly Church Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

All are Welcome

MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

The fellowship hour schedule for November
November 5: Rick Kasten and Kathleen Morgan
November 12: Charlie Brackett and Jill Carter
November 19: Mercy Duffill and Liz Rice-Smith
November 26: Diane Westman and Jamie Klopotoski
If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour by
baking or hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.

With Gratitude for our Church Servant for October
Ushers
Kate Desmond and Helen Raney
Joe and Karen Chambers
Readers
October 1: Peter Goodwin
October 8: Barbara Reed
October 15: Liz Rice-Smith
October 22: Ruth Janet Taylor
October 29: David Arsenault
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Website: www.rockportucc.org

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Regina Reis
Nursery Care is available
Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson

During non-business hours:

______________________________

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Please submit articles to:
oldslooplog@rockportucc.org
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **

Rev. Derek van Gulden
Office Manager

______________________________

Rev. Derek van Gulden can be reached
at (508) 818-0616 or revdvan@yahoo.com

Pastor

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. until
June 4, 2017, resuming in
September.

Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin
Christian Education
Director
Melynda Picardo
Assistant Youth Director
Katie Welch
Sexton
Phillip Bynarowicz

