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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor
Sabbatical Supply Pastor, Rev. Sue Koehler-Arsenault

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of faith
and offer you our support,
encouragement and love to the
end that all of us may grow in
the boundless mercy of God.
By loving and being loved,
forgiving and being forgiven,
serving and being served, let
us go forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement

We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God loves
us, freely and un-conditionally.
Therefore, we covenant to
become an open and affirming
congregation welcoming
persons of every age, ability,
gender, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic status, and ethnicity
into full membership and
participation in our community
life and ministry. We embrace
and support those who
experience rejection and exile
from spiritual community and
commit ourselves to the
struggle against injustice.

The Stories
of Our Lives
“All Jesus did that day
was tell stories—a long
storytelling afternoon.
His storytelling fulfilled
the prophecy: I will open
my mouth and tell stories;
I will bring out into the
open things hidden since
the world’s first day.”
Matthew 13.34
(The Message)

Since our sabbatical journey began on Epiphany Sunday, our
beloved congregation has had a wonderful opportunity to follow
the ways of our teacher, Jesus, by sharing stories as he did.
Consider this, of all the ways that Jesus taught the disciples,
storytelling was his favorite.
What is it about faith stories that makes them so compelling for
us?
As we’ve listened to congregation members and guests, our
hearts have been touched, our funny bones tickled, our spirits
lifted, and our faith has been strengthened.
We’ve been moved by stories of courage, trust, adventure,
openness, resourcefulness, hope and love. We have received
encouragement from each other to live as disciples of Christ.
By their very nature, stories are memorable. Their lessons stick
with us.
One of the most exciting parts of our sabbatical journey is how
the fire is now lit to share even more stories. In hearing each other,
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we are reminded of turning points in our own lives. As we listen to each other, our own stories
bubble up to the surface.
We are discovering that sharing our faith stories is one of the best ways we can build up the
body of Christ. Each week during this sabbatical, we have been able to get to know each other
better as we listen to each other’s stories. And we’ve discovered the God who is often hidden
within our own life experience.
So many in the congregation have said, “I’ve got a story to share!” Because of this
enthusiasm, on Sunday, March 11, immediately following services, the Worship Team will host a
Story Slam in Fellowship Hall. In the spirit of the Moth Radio Hour (“true stories told live” themoth.org/stories), this will be an opportunity for you to share any 3- to 5-minute story from
your life!
To be included in the program, please send me an email (rockportrevsue@gmail.com) with
your name, the title of the story and a short description.
May you see God’s grace present within the stories of your life.
Peace and blessings,
Rev. Sue
Story image: Sermon on the Mount by Fra Angelico, 1440

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sabbatical Pastor
With a focus on worship and pastoral care, Rev. Sue Koehler-Arsenault will
be serving our church community 20 hours per week. Her office hours are
Thursdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
To schedule an appointment to meet her during office hours or at another time,
please call 978-325-2573 or email her at rockportrevsue@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Liz Rice-Smith will offer communion January 21, February 18, and
March 11.
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Our Sabbatical Journey…continues!
Through March 25, while our beloved pastor, Rev. Derek, takes time for personal
renewal and to develop his skills as a storyteller, we are exploring and sharing our
own faith stories through the theme, “Anchored in Faith, Navigating New
Horizons.”
You are invited to enter into the spirit of sabbatical, to see this time as your sacred
journey, too! To help inspire and grow your faith, our services each week will
include special music, faith stories from congregation members and friends, and
opportunities for rich reflection.
Our Sabbatical Pastor, Rev. Sue, has been working with a Worship Team -- Kristina
Martin, Katie Welch, Debbie Welch, Lou Cannon, and Paul Hurst -- to create
dynamic services, exploring new horizons in worship through Guided Meditation,
storytelling, a variety of musical styles and offerings, dance, the visual arts and
more.
We ask that you bring an open mind and an open heart to what we are offering each
Sunday. Our sabbatical services are being designed so that we will get to know each
other, God, and ourselves even better. We will look for your feedback and want to
know if these new elements are meaningful to you.
Our January theme included: The Journey, Known by Name, Changing Course, and
Gratitude.
On February 4 and 11, we welcomed David Coffin to explore the connection of
music and community. He was enthusiastically well received.
Beverly Sol will share her gifts with us on February 25. Greg Coles joins us March 11
for a celebration of African life and music.
Please com and be a part of this memorable experience with us.
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Sabbatical Worship Calendar
Theme: “Anchored in Faith, Navigating New Horizons”
Date

Themes

Storytellers

Special Worship
Element/Music

Jan. 28

Gratitude for this church
Community

“Open mic” stories

Annual meeting

Feb. 4

The Story of Grace and
The spirituality of Music

David Coffin

No Sunday Sch.
Intergenerational Worship

Feb. 11

The Sound of
His Voice

David Coffin

No Sunday Sch.
Intergenerational Worship
Family Promise begins

Feb. 14

Ash Wednesday

5 pm Service

Feb. 18

1 Sunday of Lent
Teach Me Your Ways

Communion
Story teller –
Jill Carter

Vacation week starts
No Sunday School
Common Cathedral
in Boston

Feb. 25

2 Sunday of Lent

Beverly Soll
“The Gift of Song:
Voices of Black
America”

Sunday School

Mar. 4

3 Sunday of Lent

Mar. 11

4 Sunday of Lent
Grace

Communion
Service

Open mic
Story Slam
after church

Mar. 18

5 Sunday of Lent

Greg Coles

No Sunday Sch.
Intergenerational Worship

Mar. 25

Palm Sunday

Rev. Derek returns

st

nd

Youth Group at
Monadnock

rd

th

th
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The Sabbatical Journey Continues

DAVID COFFIN
“The Story of Grace” and “The Sound of His Voice”
February 4 and 11, 2018
during our intergenerational worship services
Renowned musician, performer, and educator,
David Coffin, was our featured storyteller
David is the Son of Rev. William Sloane Coffin Jr. and grandson
of Arthur Rubinstein. His “Story of Grace” will explore
the spirituality of music as a wind instrument player
Coffin presents wind instrument programs to elementary school children throughout
New England. For 38 years, he has served as Master of Ceremonies of “Revels” based
in the Cambridge, Mass. Each summer, he directs the narration program for Boston
Harbor Cruises, taking more than 8,000 underserved children for an experience on one
of the Boston Harbor islands. He has also compiled his father’s sermons through The
Sermon project, which you can find at williamsloanecoffin.org. For more information
about David, please visit davidcoffin.com.
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An Invitation to
The Gift of Song:
Voices of Black
America
On Sunday, February 25 at 10 a.m.,
a special guest concert will be
presented in lieu of the regular
worship service at the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport. “The Gift of Song:
Voices of Black America”
embodies the motto “anchored in
faith, navigating new horizons,”
which the members of the church
adopted to symbolize their growth
and exploration as a congregation
during the spring 2018 sabbatical of
Reverend Derek van Gulden.
This concert is a powerful and
poignant celebration of our nation’s
proud African American heritage in
words and music by male and
female poets and composers from the American Civil War to the present. Performers are soprano
Kynesha Patterson and tenor Antanas Meilus, rising stars on the greater Boston scene, and
narrator Samuel Martinborough, director of Mssng Lnks, a non-profit organization addressing
under-representation of singers-of-color in the greater Boston area.
The program was conceived and coordinated by pianist Beverly Soll, lecturer at Salem State
University. Beverly supported our church this past fall by presenting her well-received recital
“To the Sea” with soprano Jennifer Sgroe to benefit the Old Sloop Steeple Fund.
Prayers, spoken poems, and congregational hymns are woven among the songs as the program’s
stories-within-stories unfold in a tapestry exploring various aspects of African American history.
The first group on the concert, “Out of Slavery,” is made up of the earliest spirituals, which show
the hope, faith and determination of an enslaved and then newly freed people. “The Harlem
Renaissance” and “The Romantics” explore the humor and resilience of Black Americans during
the first half of the 20th century.
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At the center of the program is an interlude, “In Memoriam,” dedicated to Boston’s preeminent
African American baritone Robert Honeysucker who was directly involved in the Civil Rights
movement. At previous performances of this program, he shared some of these experiences
with the audience. Mr. Honeysucker was scheduled to participate today but passed away on
October 7, 2017. During this interlude, soprano Kynesha Patterson will share personal
remembrances of her beloved teacher, and Beverly Soll will read “A First Hand Account,” a
transcription of his words.
As the concert continues, “The Struggle” paints powerful pictures of the Civil Rights era through
stark music and “in your face” poetry, tempered with powerful words of hope from Dr. Martin
Luther King. The final group, “Gift of Song,” addresses the hope of children and of a better
future. The final song is set to Paul Laurence Dunbar’s lovely text, “Because I had loved so
deeply, because I had loved so long, God gave, in His great compassion, the gift of song.”

If this performance conflicts with your Sunday morning worship experience, you have another
opportunity to hear “The Gift of Song” at 7:30 pm on Saturday, April 28, 2018, as part of the
Artist Series at the Maple Street Church in Danvers (www.maplestreetchurch.org).
________________________________________________________________

Ash Wednesday Service
February 14, 5 p.m.

“For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”
Matthew 6.21
Together we begin our Lenten journey
in prayer and reflection.
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Cabinet
Minutes January 21, 2018 - Subject to Approval
The Cabinet of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts, UCC was called to
order by Moderator Steve Lindo at 7:03 p.m.
Present
Steve Lindo, Moderator, chair, and Personnel Committee; Rev. Sue Koehler-Arsenault, Sabbatical
Pastor; Sigrid Lindo, Stewardship Committee and Music Committee; Stephen Kalaghan,
Christian Outreach Committee; Joe Chambers, Diaconate; Jack Reed, Trustees; Michele Coates,
Christian Education Committee; Bruce Coates, Treasurer; and Geof Lyon, Clerk and recording
secretary
Action, Discussion and Follow-Up Items
Meeting minutes
The minutes of the December 17 meeting were approved as submitted, by voice vote.
Expenditure Policy
Jack Reed observed that the Expenditure Policy now in effect requires three competitive bids for
any expenditure over $5,000. The Trustees have found that requirement to be difficult, and Jack
distributed a revised document that described Sole Source Contracting and the conditions under
which it can be used. There was discussion about whether the Cabinet should approve very large
expenditures, and whether the limit should apply to entire projects instead of individual
expenditures. The policy was referred back to the Trustees to consider these matters.
Steeple
Jack reported that the church has received the $130,000 CPA check. American Steeple and Tower
is close to finishing their work. They need a week of good weather. Verizon is now expected to
begin work and start making lease payments February 1.
Preschool Lease
Rainbow Day School returned the proposed lease with comments from their lawyer. They would
like to begin March 1.
Sabbatical
Steve Lindo asked for feedback on the services so far. The general sense is that things are going
well. Parishioners enjoy hearing each other's stories. But, the services are too long, in part because
they begin late. Parishioners, especially new ones, should know that these services are unusual
and that we will return to more traditional worship when the sabbatical ends. Church leaders
should also be prepared to explain the approach to services during the sabbatical. We discussed
publicizing the special sabbatical services.
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Last Meeting
Steve Lindo observed that this was the last meeting of the 2017 Cabinet. He thanked Jack Reed
and Joe Chambers for their faithful service to the church and their contributions to the Cabinet.
He reminded us that committees need to meet soon after the upcoming annual meeting and elect
representatives to the Cabinet and Nominating Committee. Steve solicited ideas for matters the
Cabinet might try to address in 2018. A new website and improved use of social media were
suggested, as was an examination of the church's organizational structure.
CORI Checks
With the departure of the Christian Education Director, the Office Manager will conduct CORI
checks. Lisa Vining has offered to train Regina.
Officer Reports
Treasurer Bruce Coates distributed year-end summaries for operations and for cash and
investments. He observed that the church has a small surplus for 2017. He noted that the
contingency fund has been depleted by $104,000 and the major maintenance fund by $51,000,
largely as the result of expenditures on the steeple.
Committee Reports
Diaconate Joe Chambers reported that the Diaconate is working on the membership list. They
will convey changes to the Clerk to be reported to the UCC.
Outreach Stephen Kalaghan reported that the 2018 Outreach budget was approved by the
committee and submitted for consideration by the congregation. The Christmas Eve service
raised $1,159 for Family Promise. The church will next host homeless families in February.
Stewardship Sigi Lindo reported that the fall campaign was a success. Total pledges are very
close to last year's. Pledges to Operations are down about $9,500, and pledges to Outreach are
down about $3,500. But the difference has all gone to pledges to Major Maintenance, which are
up about $14,000. The Cookbook project plans to have a late spring introduction.
Christian Education Michele Coates reported that she and the committee have been in close
communication with interim director Katie Welch since Mindy's departure and that Katie is on
top of everything.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m.
Date of Next Cabinet Meeting:
The cabinet will next meet in the Morgan Room at 7:00 p.m. on February 19.
Respectfully submitted,
Geof Lyon, Clerk
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Diaconate
Minutes January 21, 2018
Present
Joe Chambers, Kate Desmond, Janice Ramsden, Debbie Welch, Barbara Reed, Karen Chambers,
and Rev. Sue Koehler-Arsenault
Minutes of our December meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.
Next Communion worship
On February 18, Kate and Barbara will prep. Barbara, Kate, Deb and Karen will help serve.
Barbara will provide bread, supplies are all set. All contribute to clean up.
Ongoing Business
Pastor’s report
Rev. Sue reported on individuals and families she has met with and updated their wellbeing
status, this was limited due to her having the flu but she is starting back up.
Sabbatical update – Debbie Welch and Rev. Sue are on the Worship Team and continue to plan
and arrange worship services. Deb reported that Rev. Sue is highly organized and planning is
going very well.
Updates
Living Memorial fund brochure
Janice and Barbara placed more in the pews.
Parament Book
Karen continues to collect data and should have some more pictures shortly.
Pastor’s evaluation
Derek touched base with Deb and Joe before leaving, evaluation is complete.
Baptismal Font
Look to have it moved, in front of seats on the side of the organ. Karen will contact Bill Elwell
about moving it, on hold until after Sabbatical. Will look further into having a different base
created for the future.
Nominating Committee
Sue Herron and Jim Schell will be joining after Annual Meeting approval.
Refrigerator
Research into replacement will pick up after Annual Meeting, Karen will discuss with Wendy
Woodbury. Wendy said after January is easier to meet.
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Membership List
Joe has list, will meet with all Deacons that have input on Sunday January 28 at 9 a.m. to
review list.
New Business
Evaluation Process
Karen will get copies of the UCC workbook for Deacons to review and start the process of
creating a new evaluation. Awaiting new Deacons and February meeting to start.
Pastoral Visit Training
Deacons discussed having a more active role in visits. Rev. Sue offered to put together a training.
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

NEXT MEETING – Sunday, February 4 at 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by
Karen Chambers, secretary
____________________________________________

Please Spread the Love…
SHARING THE GOOD NEWS OF FCCR!
Beginning this week and throughout our
sabbatical journey, we encourage you to share
stories about what our beloved First
Congregational Church of Rockport means to
you on social media.
Using the tags @rockportucc,
#unitedchurchofchrist, and #weloveourchurch
tell your story on Facebook, Twitter, or
Instagram.
Don’t forget to tag family members and friends
on your post. This will help expand the reach of
our stories. Be sure to include a photo with you either inside or outside our church or
use the photo above.
At the end of your post, consider inviting friends and family to visit Sundays at 10 a.m.
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TRUSTEES
Minutes January 8, 2018
Trustee Meeting - called to order at 7:01 p.m.
Present
Jack Reed; Mark Jurewicz; Bill Elwell; Bonnie Gray; Bruce Coates; Jeff Taylor; Geof Lyon from the
Building Study Committee Absent
Rev. Derek van Gulden; Paul Hurst; Bob Morgan
Minutes
Minutes from the December 18, 2017 meeting were reviewed and approved.
Treasurers Report
Bruce presented the treasurer’s report which was approved as submitted. Year End Operating
Summary report indicated a net income of $768.21 for 2017.
Monthly Review of Bank Statement
Not reviewed.
Old Business:
Capital Campaign Projects – review of projects.
• Steeple Project – Bob Levesque indicated completion is very close. Remaining projects
include carpentry, copper work and painting.
• Preservation of Artifacts – Jeff Taylor will work with Geof Lyon.
• Organ Repair – Phil Swanson will be asked to provide an updated cost estimate for the
organ repairs.
• Sanctuary Ceiling Paint – Sherwin Williams will return in February for a more
comprehensive evaluation of the peeling paint.
Verizon Cell Tower
No update.
Law Building Project
Bill reviewed progress on the project. Electrical work and sheetrock has been completed. Work
on ceilings and closets is in progress. Bill Scott will be asked to evaluate the heating system.
Regina will develop a plan for decorating the spaces – paint/carpet colors, furnishings, etc. All
who utilize the space should be included in that planning.
Amendment to Purchases Policy
To be reviewed at January Cabinet.
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Rainbow Day School
Wendy Hyatt is reviewing the contract. Jack will email finalized version to Trustees. The school
can only be closed for the 1st week of July. A smaller Art Mart will need to be incorporated into
the main fair space.
Parking Ban Light
Trustees look favorably on this in theory however the town has not provided any specific details
for approval. Will wait for town/DPW to contact Geof.
Draft 2018 Budget
2018 budget was reviewed again with minor increase to Telephone/Internet amount and a
correction to the amount referenced in note 9.
Active Shooter Response Training
Lt. Schmink conducted a walk-through of the Law Building, Fellowship Hall and sanctuary on
12/27/2017. Overall, he was impressed with the condition and layout of the buildings and the
security of the exterior doors and clearly marked emergency exits. He also stated the sanctuary
layout provides very good emergency evacuation routes. He recommended development of a
safety committee to address all safety related issues and training.
New Business:
Artifact Preservation Fund
A permanent fund will be established for preservation of artifacts.
A copy of this report will be forwarded to the editor of “The Old Sloop Log.” There being no
further business, the Board of Trustees adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Next scheduled meeting will be Monday, February 12, 2018.

Stewardship
February, 2018
Stewardship Campaign for 2018
As a church community, we have committed virtually the same level
of support for our church’s ministries, mission and major
maintenance as we did in 2017. There is still a pledge or two coming
in, but, as this is prepared, the following are the church’s pledge
amounts:
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(Stewardship continued.)

Operations

68 pledges

$124,890

Outreach

35 pledges

$ 20,544

Major Maintenance

37 pledges

$ 24,873

Coffee House

1 pledge

$ 1,000

Children Music

1 pledge

$ 1,200

69 pledges

$172,507

Total

What is different from 2017 is the allocation of the funds pledged. The 2018 Operations and
Outreach levels are behind those of 2017. At the same time, there is a nearly 70% increase in
pledges to major maintenance. Possibly and understandably, given the drama of the steeple
on the lawn in 2017, people pledging felt compelled to reallocate more of their pledge to major
maintenance.
If you haven’t yet pledged, but want to, you may use the pledge cards and return envelopes in
each pew in the sanctuary. If you would like a complete pledge packet with this year’s
updated directory of members and friends, please contact Sigi Lindo at 978-546-6587 or email
her at sigilindo@gmail.com.
We thank all of you for your friendship with our dear Old Sloop.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Take care of your last minute gifts for Valentine’s Day!
Buy something special on Amazon Smile
Amazon delivers flowers, chocolates, and lots of other gifts
that your valentine just might love. By ordering through
Amazon Smile, you also help support the Old Sloop.
The checks to our church from Amazon Smile keeping getting larger! If you are one of
those using Amazon Smile when you buy online, thank you! If you haven’t signed up yet,
please do so. If we all participate, the returns could be significant.
Go to www.smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions. Choose First Congregational
Church of Rockport as your charity. Thanks for making that extra effort!
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Christian Education
Youth Ministry News
FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Sunday, February 4
Wednesday, February 7
Sunday, February 11

Sunday, February 18
Sunday, February 25

10:15
5:00 – 7:00
2:30 – 5:30
9:00
10:15
5:00 – 7:00
8:15
10:15
5:00 – 7:00

Sunday School
Youth Group
Build a Bridge (Game Afternoon)
C.E. Meeting
Sunday School
Youth Group at Katie’s house (Movie Night)
Common Cathedral
(No Sunday School, No Youth Group)
Sunday School
Youth Group

A group of us will be meeting at the church at 8:15 a.m. on Sunday, February 18 to make
sandwiches for our afternoon in Boston to be a part of “Common Cathedral.” People –those with homes and those who are homeless -- gather every Sunday at 1 p.m. for outdoor
worship by the Brewer Fountain on Boston Common.
It is a lively service, beginning with "Kumbaya", and ending with "We Shall Overcome."
We pray, share Communion, and SING! We share food for our bodies as well. Members of
congregations from all over New England offer lunch and then stand side-by-side in worship.
Guests include those from traditional congregations or those with no church affiliation at
all; tourists and other visitors; local residents; and additional volunteers who give their time,
clothing, and other supplies.
You don’t have to be going with us into the city to help. You can contribute by making
sandwiches right here in Fellowship Hall or you can provide the ingredients to make a
healthful lunch for those people we hope to serve.
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If you would like to support our efforts, look for Katie or a teen following Sunday Service.
The following items are needed:
3 jars of peanut butter

6 packages of cheese sticks

3 jars of jelly

12 packages cookies/fig newtons

3 lbs. of bologna

10 dozen hard boiled eggs
(boiled and put back in the carton)

3 lbs. of ham

3 packages of clementines

5 lbs. of cheese

1 gallon of grape juice

20 loaves of bread

2 cans of hot chocolate

250 sandwich baggies

200 hot cups

1 sheet cake

100 napkins

Storytelling Project
This month we will begin working with Trevor Duke, and the teens to start our “Story telling”
video project. We have a few names in mind, but if you would like to be interviewed by one of
the teens, and talk about your story with the church please email Katie!
Youth Space
I just wanted to send out a HUGE THANK YOU from all of us here on CE, the teens, and kids
who will benefit from the new youth space. We are so grateful that the time, and money was
spent on updating our space to help with our needs as the programming is ever changing. So
thank you to everyone involved with the decision to update the space, Bill Elwell and his crew,
and everyone else who has had a part of this process!
Sunday School
Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. there is Sunday School from nursery through 9th grade. During
the months of January, February, and March we will be changing up Sunday School by doing an
“all-ages” worship! We will begin with a game, listen to a bible story, break into small groups by
ages to talk about the story and then come back together to sing!
Youth Group
Sunday evenings, 5-7p.m. All 6th-12th are invited! Come hang out, play some games, have a
lesson, worship and just have time to spend with each other before the busyness of the week
begins!
Build-A-Bridge
Build-A-Bridge is now the first Wednesday of every month from 2:30-5:30. This is a time where
6th-12th graders can come after school, hang out, have some snacks, work on homework or just
have time to relax.
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As some of you may have heard the youth room renovations have begun! For now, all youth
related activities will be down in the preschool space until our room is done. Please use the door
by the elevators for youth group and build a bridge. Thank you for being patient with us during
this time of transition!
Be blessed! Katie Welch, Youth Director
CE Minutes January 7, 2108
In attendance: Katie, Stacey, Michele, Anthony, & Jonathan
The following items were discussed:
1. Volunteer Sign-up Sheets.

4. Common Cathedral.

2. CE Attendance.

5. Miscellaneous Updates.

3. Story Telling Project.

6. Prior Cabinet Meeting.

The Next Meeting: Sunday, 9 a.m., February 11, 2018
Submitted by J.E. Lilja
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Christian Outreach Committee
Minutes, January 14, 2018

Present
Jay Reed, Karen Coffin, Stephen Kalaghan, Sarah Mowitt, Marje Schell, Darlene Spittle,
Diane Westman, and Wendy Woodbury.
Jay Reed called the meeting to order at 11: 40 with a reading from Strength to Love by
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Treasurer’s Report
The balance in the Wider Mission Treasury at the end of December was $5,387.72. Receipts
during the month included $1,945 from pledges, $1,566 for the UCC Christmas Fund, $100 for
One Great Hour of Sharing, and $1,159 collected at the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.
Disbursements were made during the month to the UCC Christmas Fund ($1,600) and to
One Great Hour of Sharing ($100). In addition, $500 was sent to the UCC for Puerto Rico relief.
Also, disbursements were made to Family Promise North Shore Boston ($1,159), Grace Center
($500), The Open Door ($100) and Refugee Immigration Ministry ($500). All disbursements that
were budgeted for the year have been met. There are adequate funds in the Pastor’s Fund.
Report of the Wider Mission Funds 2017
Members of the committee discussed the report that has been prepared for the Annual Report.
Receipts during the year were $31,158, which include pledges, special offerings, and other
contributions. Disbursements during the year were $34,256, and were made to the UCC
Massachusetts Conference for basic support and for special offerings, as well as to local, national,
and international benevolences. The balance at the beginning of the year was $8,485.93, and at the
end of the year, $5,387.72.
Mission Budget for 2018
The Committee discussed and approved a proposal for the 2018 budget.
Potluck
Jay reported that fewer people have been coming. Members of the congregation are encouraged
to come for this opportunity for fellowship.
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Family Promise (February 11-18 at the Old Sloop)
$1159 was received during the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service as a donation to Family
Promise North Shore Boston. The sub-account treasury for Family Promise has adequate funds
at present. We will host families in the program during the week of February 11. Space
arrangements were discussed.
Open Door
We are working to schedule Julie LaFontaine to address the congregation during a Sunday
service in February. We will serve dinner at Open Door on February 3.
Action Shelter Lunches
Lunches are to be prepared on January 30.
2017 Evaluation
We held a discussion to evaluate our work during the past year. One issue was about how to
assess the value provided by the benevolences that receive our donations. It was felt that this is a
complicated issue with no clear means of evaluation. Furthermore, many of our donations go to
local organizations whose operations we know personally. Jay said that in the coming year, he
will plan to research each benevolence as disbursements are due and to report on his
findings. Another issue discussed was how to engage more people from the congregation in
outreach projects. It was felt that we might motivate more engagement by showing the plight of
those who receive our help. This could be done with videos or personal presentations. Jay asked
that members of the committee keep an eye open for what is needed in the community and bring
it to the group for discussion.
Coffeehouse
82 people attended the performance this month.
Refugee Immigration Ministry
A fund raising walk will be held in Wakefield on June 24.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00.

Our next meeting will be on February 18.

Respectfully submitted by Sarah Mowitt
______________________________________________________________________________________
Church scholarship for graduating high school seniors
First Congregational Church of Rockport, through the Outreach Committee, offers three
scholarships for high school graduates seeking higher education in the fall. One of these
scholarships is intended for anyone associated with the church graduating from a school other
than Rockport High. If no one applies for this scholarship, then all three scholarships will be
available to RHS graduates, and those applicants may seek more information from the RHS
scholarship committee.
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The Outreach Committee uses three criteria in its deliberations: (1) church connection (2)
financial need (3) evidence of community interest and service.
Non RHS candidates may download a scholarship application from the church website
under the heading “Information.” Deadline for the application is April 1. Candidates may leave
their applications in the Outreach mailbox in the church office. Those with questions about the
application may ask any member of the Outreach Committee.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Old Sloop Coffeehouse Upcoming Performances
Ellis with Rachael Kilgour Saturday, February 10
There’s just something about Ellis. She is at once funny and wise,
thoughtful and uninhibited, and her captivating voice is matched
by her uplifting lyrics. Ellis’ performances are transformational;
she leaves her audiences better than she finds them, with
softened edges and opened hearts. Ellis has been recognized
both for her songwriting skills and for her engaging
performances. Many folk festivals have “audience choice”
awards, and Ellis has claimed those honors at Falcon Ridge Folk
Festival, Moab Folk Festival (Three times!), and Sisters Folk Festival. She is a favorite of Garrison
Keillor, having appeared on “A Prairie Home Companion” four times.
Rachael Kilgour recently relocated from Duluth, Minn., to Boston, and
we are glad to have her! Her writing and delivery cut deep, with
resolute simplicity. Sorrow, rage, resilience and compassion exist side
by side within a series of honest and memorable melodies. She has
won the grand prize of the esteemed international NewSong Music
Performance & Songwriting Competition, and was a winner at the
Kerrville New Folk Contest in 2017. Rachael has been featured at
NYC’s Lincoln Center and by the ASCAP Music Cafe at the Sundance
Film Festival.
Tickets for this concert can be purchased in advance for $10 from the
coffeehouse web site at oldsloopcoffeehouse.org, at John Tarr Store in
Rockport, at The Bookstore of Gloucester, and at Coffee Hour following worship on Sunday,
February 4. The suggested donation at the door is $12 for adults, $8 for those 65 and older, $5 for
those younger than 18, and $24 for a family.
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Weekly Church Events

The

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

All are Welcome

MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

Fellowship hour schedule for February
February 4

Celene and Geof Lyon

February 11

Michelle Coates

February 18

Debbie Welch and Kevin Love

February 25

Karen Coffin and Marge Schell

If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour by baking or
hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.

With Gratitude for our Church Servants for January
Ushers
Karen Coffin, Sue Herron, and
Darlene Spittle
Readers and Storytellers
Bob Cannon, Sue Herron,
Sayles Kasten, Jim Schell, and
Corinne Waring
Minister of Word and Communion
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Rice-Smith
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Nursery Care is available

________________________

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Regina Reis, Contributing Editor
Please submit articles to:
oldslooplog@rockportucc.org
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **

Rev. Sue Koehler-Arsenault
Office Manager

_______________________

Rev. Derek van Gulden can be
reached at (508) 818-0616 or
revdvan@yahoo.com

Rev. Derek van Gulden
Sabbatical supply pastor

Website: www.rockportucc.org

During non-business hours:

Pastor

Regina Reis
10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
until June 3, 2018,
resuming in September.

Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson
Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin
Youth director and
Interim Christian ed. director
Kaitlyn Welch
Sexton
Phil Bynarowicz

