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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of faith
and offer you our support,
encouragement and love to the
end that all of us may grow in
the boundless mercy of God.
By loving and being loved,
forgiving and being forgiven,
serving and being served, let
us go forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement

We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God loves
us, freely and un-conditionally.
Therefore, we covenant to
become an open and affirming
congregation welcoming
persons of every age, ability,
gender, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic status, and ethnicity
into full membership and
participation in our community
life and ministry. We embrace
and support those who
experience rejection and exile
from spiritual community and
commit ourselves to the
struggle against injustice.

Beloved,
Have you ever thought about walking
a pilgrimage?
What would you think about
traveling The Way of St. James
along the El Camino de Santiago?
I would love to explore the
possibility and see if there is any
interest in planning a trip to Spain
to walk part of the Camino De
Santiago.
We will get together Sunday,
September 23, after worship to
learn a little bit about the Camino
de Santiago. We will discuss the
best possible time of the year to
walk, and how as a community of
faith, we might make this possible.
If you are interested,
but unable to be at the gathering on
September 23, please contact
Rev. Derek at: revdvan@yahoo.com
or 508-818-0616.
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What is the Camino de Santiago?
The Camino is known in English as “the Way of St James.” All Camino pilgrimage routes lead to
Santiago de Compostela as this is where the remains of St James were discovered in the ninth
century. The pilgrimage was popular in the 10th, 11th and 12th centuries and then slowly declined in
popularity.
The Way of St James has been one of the most important Christian pilgrimages since medieval times
and it has existed for more than 1,000 years. It was considered one of three pilgrimages on which all
sins could be forgiven – the others being the Via Francigena to Rome and the pilgrimage to
Jerusalem.
Santiago is such an important pilgrimage. Legend states that St. James’ remains were carried by boat
from Jerusalem to northern Spain where they were buried on the site of what is now the city of
Santiago de Compostela. In the middle ages, the route was highly traveled. However, reformation
and unrest in 16th century Europe resulted in its decline. In the early 1980s, only a few pilgrims a
year arrived in Santiago. However, since the late 1980s, the way has attracted a growing number of
modern-day pilgrims from all around the globe. The route was declared the first European Cultural
Route by the Council of Europe in October 1987 and inscribed as one of UNESCO’s World Heritage
Sites in 1993.
Historically, pilgrims would have made the long walk to Camino de Santiago for religious reasons.
CaminoWays.com recently conducted a survey that resulted in some interesting reasons why people
walk the Camino de Santiago today. The popularity of the Camino has exploded in recent years, with
277,913 certificates of completion handed out in 2016 alone.
Why do modern pilgrims walk the route?
Their research showed that just 28% of walkers still do the Camino today for religious or spiritual
reasons.
The trek is undoubtedly a unique experience and is known as a haven for self-reflection. According to
the same survey, 17.8% of Camino walkers hit the trail to get away from their daily life and to
connect with nature. The Camino offers an escape, an opportunity to disconnect and detox from
digital habits. Some of the natural sites and landscapes along the way are truly breathtaking.
The most popular reason for walking the Camino was to look for a new challenge, with 28.2% of
walkers wanting to test themselves physically and mentally along the way and 10.8% of people walk
the trail specifically for health and exercise.
The Camino is suitable for almost anyone and is as rewarding as it is challenging. There seems to be
little that compares to walking the Camino Way. People come out the other end often wanting to
make changes to their own lives, and having a sense of being refreshed – being washed clean of the
daily cynicism that can surround us.
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Imponderables and Forgiveness
An Open-Discussion Group
Every week during worship following the prayer of confession we sing an “Assurance of Pardon.” It
is our way of ensuring each other that no matter what we have done, God forgives us.

Do you ever question this?
Does it make you wonder how someone who commits a particular violent crime can be forgiven?
What about our own ability to forgive others? What does this mean in light of scripture which seems,
at times, filled with violence? I know I struggle with these questions and with others as well. Maybe
you do not struggle with these questions, but have others that worship, the bible, and everyday life
bring up. If you are interested, please let Rev. Derek know and we will start meeting when and where
works best for all.
Each week we will meet and talk about those things we question in church, scripture and our lives.
Each week will be a different topic brought forward by the group. Some examples might be faith, free
will, sin, and evil. I invite you to bring your ideas and thoughts to this open forum. Together let us
enter into respectful dialogue, sharing, listening and helping each other move forward on our faith
journeys.

This summer, we will continue to talk about the
“created world” around us. So far, we have
talked about Water, Air and the Sun. And, we
have focused on the Earth.
Moving forward, we will discuss how we -- as a
church community and as individuals -- can do a
better job caring for all creation.
I invite any and all to write a 200- to 400-word story about a time when you encountered God in
a real and vital sense in nature at any time in your life. Please e-mail them to me at:
revdvan@yahoo.com.
This idea is not my own. I was inspired by the book; “God in My Life” by Maren C. Tirabassi
and Marie I. Tirabassi. It is my hope that you might be willing to share your story with the
congregation during worship. We will continue to talk about creation throughout the remainder
of the summer and into the fall. As together, we will discern how to be better stewards of God’s
created world.

Rev. Derek
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What is God calling you to do? “
Just as we are all meant to be contemplatives and
to hear the voice of God in our lives, we are all meant to answer God’s call
to be partners in transfiguring the world”.

Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream, 109
Do you often wonder what God is calling you to do? Would you like to develop a deeper
relationship with God and others within your community of faith?
Join me -- starting in July -- for “Connect,” a six-part program designed to move
participants into a progressively deeper commitment to God and an increased participation
in their faith communities.
If you are interested please contact Rev. Derek at the church office, by e-mail at
revdvan@yahoo.com or by phone at (508) 818-0616.
We will determine the best day of the week and time to meet once people have expressed
an interest in the class.
The following are the learning goals and summary of each weekly program. This is a
wonderful program, which will help us all discern what God is calling each of us to in our
lives.
Blessings, Rev. Derek
___________________________________________________________
“Connect” -- Learning Goals
•

Use a model of vocation to listen for where I am being called

•

Experience myself as known, cherished and called by the
Creator of all

•

Explore my passionate connection with the world as a key to my participation in
God's mission of justice and reconciliation

•

Receive as gifts my innate abilities, those things that I do well and love doing

•

Develop an understanding of maturity as commitment, as I discover the freedom that
comes from doing what I love in service of my deep desires
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The Old Sloop Fair Report
We celebrate the Success of the 2018 Old Sloop Fair
Another successful Old Sloop Fair is now on the books. The scaffolding
finally came down, the new bell finally started ringing and divine weather
all helped us to put our best foot forward and welcome visitors from all
over Cape Ann and beyond.
Once again, Linda Kluge told us stories of Rummage Sale visitors who will use purchases for
experiences ranging from weddings to adventure hiking to anticipated babies. Once again, people
went home with bargains, fabulous finds and delightful discoveries. Once again, the two-week
format and a scaled-down yard sale afforded a significant reduction in volunteer hours, less heavy
lifting and far less to dispose of at Fair’s end. We sacrificed some revenue with the two-week format
but we saved some wear and tear on our minds and bodies and still came close to $20,000 for the
second year in a row.
We learned lots from the feedback of last year’s teams. Our 20 team leaders relied on close
communication and cooperation to try to reduce work hours, stress and pressure and to gather
volunteers to help where they were most needed. A few location changes were made from last year:
The Art Mart moved upstairs to Fellowship Hall (prompting many fairgoers to ask “where’s the art?”
as they came in). The Yard Sale was true to its name this year and stayed completely out in the
School Street yard.
Many thanks to all who volunteered as team leaders. We will be reaching out to team leaders again
soon to ask for suggestions while they are fresh. And we are interested in hearing from anyone who
has ideas about how we can continue to improve the Fair, and what other changes or adjustments we
should be considering to help make the Old Sloop Fair a sustainable effort from year to year. Please
email these suggestions to Church Moderator, Steve Lindo (stephenlindo1@outlook.com).
Thanks also to the many volunteers who received, sorted, set up, sold, knocked down and put away,
who cooked, served and cleaned up, who handled cash and plastic and crunched numbers. We
welcomed the participation of church friends of all ages, some of whom we only see during the fair.
Finally, thanks to the truck drivers who were there at 3:00 p.m. to deliver unsold items to Second
Glance, Epilepsy Foundation, and the Rockport Swap Shop. By 4:30, we were done!
Finally, thanks to all of you who made donations to the fair and talked to your friends and neighbors,
encouraging them to donate. Every year, we have had an abundance of different, interesting,
appealing offerings, thanks to the generosity of you and other church friends. As you go through
your storage throughout the year weeding out, think of setting aside those no-longer-needed items
for next year’s fair.
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The OSF succeeded as an important fundraiser, and it succeeded as an important ministry, touching
people within the congregation, the town, and beyond. We are a congregational family, working
together.
The following summarizes income and expenses to date for this year’s Fair:

Respectfully submitted, Steve Lindo
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Stewardship
August 2018
Sign up for Amazon Smile!
The checks from Amazon Smile are providing a small, steady income. If you
are one of those using Amazon Smile when you buy online, thank you! If you haven’t signed up yet,
please do so. If we all participate every time we order from Amazon, the returns could be significant.
Go to www.smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions. Pick First Congregational Church of
Rockport as your charity. Thanks for making that extra effort!
________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Education
Youth Ministry News

It’s been quiet here for the summer, teens are busy working, and our volunteers are getting some
much needed time off! Programming for the year will start back up on September 23rd! Keep posted
on Facebook to stay up to date and see what exciting things we have in store for the year!
Katie

Your contribution of can goods,
dry goods, toiletries, etc. would be
greatly appreciated. There is a
basket under the Communion table
and a receptacle by the entrance
at 12 School Street. You can come
by throughout the week during
church office hours or just bring
your gift to Sunday Service.
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Christian Outreach Committee
Meeting minutes, July 8, 2018
Present
Jay Reed, Derek van Gulden, Charlie Brackett, Karen Coffin, Stephen Kalaghan, Sarah Mowitt, Marje
Schell, Diane Westman, and Wendy Woodbury.
Jay Reed called the meeting to order at 11:35 with a prayer.
Treasurer’s Report
The balance in the Wider Mission Treasury at the end of June was $5,497.30. Receipts during the
month included $1,667.37 from pledges. Disbursements were made during the month to the UCC
Massachusetts Conference Basic Support ($1,150), as well as $300 to the Massachusetts Council of
Churches, and $400 to the Northeast Association Scholarship Fund for pastors in training. In
addition, $1,500 was disbursed for scholarships to three graduating high school seniors.
The Pastor’s Fund has adequate funds.
RIM Walk for Refugees
A walk was held for the Refugee Immigration Ministry on June 24 in Wakefield. About 45 to 50
people attended. Jay and Barbara Reed were among the coordinators for this walk and raised $1100
from sponsors in Rockport. Esther Ngotho, of Nigeria, spoke before the parade . Water and energy
bars were provided by Trader Joe’s in Peabody. The Schells have donated a car for the family that is
currently being sponsored by this program.
North Shore Pride Parade
Representatives of the church joined others in the parade in Salem on June 23.
Open Door
We will serve dinner on August 11. Kenn Taber, of Open Door, has requested that we provide a
vegetarian casserole in addition to the meat and shells casseroles that we usually provide.
Pot Luck Dinners
No pot luck dinners are being held in July because of the Fair.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:05.
Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Mowitt

Our next meeting will be on August 12.
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Finished…nearly!
The scaffolding is finally gone, and the
restored steeple can be fully appreciated. The
town clock is running again, and the new
(old) bell is sounding the hour. There are still
a few tasks that remain. Although the clock
is running, the time is wrong. The clock and
bell striker will be adjusted soon. The wheel
and rope that allow the bell to be swung
have yet to be reconnected. The fire
suppression sprinkler system and the steeple
lighting are yet to be installed. And there is
still a little spot painting to be done.
Copy and photo by Geof Lyon

How beautiful she is…
Free of the metal bars that closed her in.
Shiny and refreshed are the hands of her clock
that make their way over the golden numbers
that mark the time throughout our day.
We smile when we hear her bell toll.
What we once may have taken for granted,
We stop and deeply feel it in our hearts with
every bong.
We missed you!

(Photo by Geof Lyon)
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From the UCC
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Green Congregations Challenge
Today's environmental realities call us to examine how we live. As people
of faith, we look to the scriptures for guidance for the choices we make in
our lives.
Genesis 1 says that when God created the heavens and the earth, God
saw that everything was "very good." We learn in Genesis 3 that as
humankind has the freedom to make moral choices, each of us lives with the responsibility for
our personal actions or in-actions. With God’s gift of free will, the prophet Micah guides us
towards moral and responsible lifestyle choices: we are to do justice, love mercy, and walk
humbly with our God [Micah 6:8].
Massachusetts Conference Environmental Ministries has launched an initiative to certify our
local churches as Green Congregations with three levels of achievement.
For information on this program please view the printable guides below or contact Patti Babcock
babcockp@macucc.org.
To follow are the steps to complete Level One:
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Many Voices, One Mission:The Road toward Justice
By T.J. Harper
As three distinct conferences of the United Church of Christ, we were traveling down the road of
justice and hit the proverbial fork in the road. Do we ignore the current racial undertones of our
country, or do we go down the path where few have traveled, where we become staunch advocates
of racial justice?
At the Tri-Conference Annual Meeting, the Connecticut and Rhode Island Conferences voted in
favor of requiring clergy to partake in racial justice training every few years. The Massa-chusetts
Conference is currently in the process of developing a racial justice roadmap that congregations can
look to for guidance.
My friends, I am so pleased to tell you that we all, in fact, did go down the path less traveled. Robert
Frost, in “The Road Not Taken,” famously wrote:
I shall be telling this with a sigh, Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I —I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
When Frost says “difference,” there is a natural inclination to assume this path had a positive light;
that it was somehow better. “Difference”, however, could have multiple interpretations: The path
could be challenging, or scary, or feel uncertain.
Although we are traveling down this road as a unified conference now, we must remain cognizant
of the fact that individuals make up the conference, and that each of us has our own individual path
to travel as we work toward racial justice. These individual paths may be daunting; there may be
lost friends, there may be social gatherings to which we are no longer invited, there may be times
when we question our sense of going forward.
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I don’t have future insight on the road we are traveling; however, I know that people and
organizations across the country are watching the stance we take on racial justice - watching for
inspiration, or maybe watching for our faults, to critique us. The only fact that matters is that we
persist; that we do not turn from the path we have chosen. We may not end racism tomorrow, but
so long as we keep traveling this road and continue pressing on despite adversity, I am confident
that one day we will find our work and our commitment have been well worth the costs.
This is our moment. This is our time to say that we, as people of faith, cannot sit idly by while our
siblings in Christ suffer every day from the malicious effects of racism. We are called to be a living
example of the Gospel; and this is our witness, the cross that we bear.
The resolutions passed by the Connecticut and Rhode Island conferences call on all authorized
clergy to undergo racial justice training. It is a major feat to equip the leaders of our congregations
with these tools so they can better serve their parishioners, and I am optimistic that not only will
clergy take this racial justice training, they will encourage and challenge their parishioners to take
the training as well.
However, my friends, racial justice training is not the end of the road! Our work is not done after
we have taken one training, or read a few books, or watched a few films, or even gone to a few
demonstrations. Our road only ends when we have nurtured a culture where all of God’s people
are treated with equity.

TJ Harper is the Racial Justice Associate for the MA & CT Conference, UCC.

A few weeks ago Derek reached out about the Faithful Witness for the Border during the
week of Aug. 27th. This week culminates in Labor Day Weekend when Derek is away
and I will be leading worship related to this initiative.
So, I'd like to propose that anyone who is interested in how we as a church community
might participate in this action join me in prayerful discernment on Wednesday,
August 15 at 7:30 p.m.
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Here is the link from the Southwest Conference with some ideas:
http://www.swcucc.org/faith-in-action-blog/2018/7/9/faithful-witness-at-the-border
If you know of anyone who might be interested in planning our church's response, please
invite them to this meeting.
Please let me know if you are able to come to our meetings or if you have any particular
ideas/feedback.
___________________________________________

Faithful Witness FOR the Border Meeting Notes:
August 18, 2018
In attendance:
Sue K-A, Jay Reed, Celene Lyon, Geof Lyon, Wendy Woodbury,
Charlie Brackett and Joan
After a time of prayer and conversation, we reviewed the document Rev. Derek sent. We agreed
that we could benefit from further education about the issues and want to continue to support
RIM as well as what’s happening at the Border. We want to publicize this to the wider
community and collaborate with our neighbor Unitarians. We also recognize that the issue of
immigration is “not going away” and is a worldwide phenomenon. After these initial efforts, we
will re-group and assess what else we might do. Some possibilities include ongoing education
(Frontline’s “Exodus”), fundraising/supply collection, inviting speakers and more.
1) For further education on the issue, on Wednesday, Aug. 29 at 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall,
we hope to show Frontline’s “Separated: Children at the Border.”
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/separated-children-at-the-border/
with discussion led by Rev. Sue to follow. Geof is working on how we can show this.
2) We will raise money and collect supplies for humanitarian relief at the border beginning
Sunday, Aug. 19 – Sunday, Sept. 9. A former FCCR member, Phyllis Short, lives in the Phoenix
area. Geof will reach out to her to try and determine what supplies are most needed. Jay
suggested that $ from Outreach may be contributed.
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The First Church United Church of Christ of Phoenix, Mission and Outreach,
“Light of the World” is collecting the following items:
Boxed Tuna or Chicken Salad with crackers, Nuts in small bags or flip flop top tins, Protein
bars, Snack bars, Diapers sizes 1-4, Wash cloth, Small packages of wipes Toothbrushes, Small
toothpastes, Women’s feminine hygiene (no tampons), Chap stick, Combs, Small lap top
blankets – polar fleece are great, New or gently used backpacks or tote bags (no purse size or
smaller bags)
Items can be mailed to:
Y. Harrison 1st Congregational UCC of Phoenix 1407 North 2nd St. Phoenix, AZ 85004
3) Since RIM started as an immigrant detention visitation program (and continues with these
efforts), Jay hopes to invite two speakers from RIM, Esther and Ruth (Exec Dir). Sue will check
with Derek to see if they can speak at church on Sat. Sept. 9 or at another time.
4) We will publicize our plans via church bulletin, press release, poster, and collaboration with
UUSR’s Social Justice Committee. Sue will oversee this.
5) Might we add a clause to the 0&A statement about welcoming immigrants?
We will send a picture of FCCR’s activities with a blurb about your collections to the
Immigration, Refugee, and Asylum Task Team to pastordawnadams@gmail.com.

From Rev. Derek –
I am also up for visiting detention sites, hear from those who have come here to seek
asylum. We could invite some of the folks from the LGBT Asylum Task Force of
Hadwen Park Congregational Church, UCC in Worcester. They are also planning their
second annual Gala on Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018 at the DCU Center in Worcester. The
theme is 'A Place to Call Home', and funds raised will help purchase a three-decker house
that is home to some of the 24 asylum seekers currently in the program. I have contact
with a few of them. Either one would be a great speaker.Let me know. I could make to
arrangements for this if needed.
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Weekly Church Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

Resuming in August.

MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

Wednesdays at 6 pm

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

The Fellowship Hour Schedule for August
August 5

Charlie Bracket and Jill Carter

August 12

Mercy Duffill and Liz Rice Smith

August 19

Joe Chambers and Diane Westman

August 26

Celene & Geof Lyon

If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour by baking or
hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.

With Gratitude for our Church Servants for July
Ushers
July 1 The McKenna-Kasten Family
July 8, 15, 22, 29
The Hurst Family
Readers
July 1

David Arsenault

July 8

Ken Perry

July 15 Kate Desmond
July 22

Liz Rice-Smith

July 29 Louisa Casadei-Johnson
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Website: www.rockportucc.org

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Rev. Derek van Gulden can be
reached at (508) 818-0616 or
revdvan@yahoo.com
________________________

Rev. Derek van Gulden
Office Manager

Nursery Care is available

_______________________
During non-business hours:

Pastor

Regina Reis
Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
until June 3, 2018,
resuming in September.

Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin
Youth director and
Interim Christian ed. director
Kaitlyn Welch
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