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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of faith
and offer you our support,
encouragement and love to the
end that all of us may grow in
the boundless mercy of God.
By loving and being loved,
forgiving and being forgiven,
serving and being served, let
us go forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement
We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God loves
us, freely and un-conditionally.
Therefore, we covenant to
become an open and affirming
congregation welcoming
persons of every age, ability,
gender, race, sexual
orientation, gender identity,
socio-economic status, and
ethnicity into full membership
and participation in our
community life and ministry.
We embrace and support those
who experience rejection and
exile from spiritual community
and commit ourselves to the
struggle against injustice.

Beloved,
I would like to recommend the following New Year’s resolution: how
about trying to grow deeper in your faith and improving your
relationship God? The following are five hallmarks or ways which will
help you achieve this resolution if you choose to try.
1.
Worship regularly in community. That means attending a
church worship service regularly. Spending Sunday mornings in
worship here at the First Congregational church of Rockport is one way
to do this. Or if you are on vacation or traveling try attending a worship
service where you are.
2.
Get in the habit of reading scripture regularly. This may mean
once a week or daily. Reading scripture in the morning may help you see
things differently throughout the day. Reading scripture in the evening
can help put your day into a positive perspective.
3.
Pray regularly. Remember prayer is a conversation with God.
Developing a daily prayer practice is a wonderful way to stay connected
to God. Find time during your day for a short conversation with God,
you will be amazed at how beneficial this can be. (If you do not know
how to do this call me, I can teach you a few different ways to pray.)
4.
Give of your time, skills and finances to the work of the
church. Everything we do here has a ripple effect throughout God’s
created world. If you have never pledged to the church or volunteered
your time to a committee or project ask someone who has. I am sure they
would be more than willing to explain why they do it and the benefits
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they receive from either one. If you have given of your time, skills, and money in the past but wish to do
more you can.
5.
Do some form of outreach work within the community. This could be as simple as helping out
at your children’s school, working on a church project or volunteering your time with a local service
organization. There are many opportunities and programs to get involved with. If you have never done this
kind of thing give me a call and I will help you find something you may be interested in. Or chat with a
member of the outreach committee or social justice group. There are many programs and causes, and
projects to get involved with such as Family Promise and homelessness, immigration and asylum seekers,
food distribution, LGBTQ issues, as well as many others.
These five hallmarks, as I refer to them, are all aspects of discipleship. It is what we are called to by our
baptismal vows. It is also a great way to grow deeper in your faith, closer to Jesus and thus closer to God. I
assure you this is one New Year’s resolution that has far reaching benefits and is really very easy to achieve.
May you each be blessed with a New Year filled with Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love,
Shalom, Rev. Derek
______________________________________________________________________________________

CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING
The First Congregational Church of Rockport
The 265th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts, will
be held on Sunday, January 27, 2018, commencing at 12 noon, to consider and act upon the
following:
1. The report of the Nominating Committee and the election of Church Officers and
Committee Members;
2. The Annual Budget proposed by the Board of Trustees;
3. Amendments to the bylaws proposed by the Bylaw Review Committee;
4. Amendments to the Open and Affirming Statement proposed by the Social Justice Task
Force;
5. A Unified Pledge Proposal recommended by the Moderator (see below), and
6. Any other business that may be brought legally before the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Geof Lyon, Clerk of the Church
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PROPOSAL FOR A UNIFIED PLEDGE APPROACH
FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT BY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION, IN
ANTICIPATION OF DISCUSSION AT JANUARY 27, 2019 ANNUAL MEETING
At the December 16, 2018 Cabinet meeting, your Moderator recommended that the Church again
consider adopting a unified pledging approach to stewardship giving, starting with the fall, 2019
stewardship campaign, in place of the three -basket, individual allocation approach currently in
effect.
This proposal is different than the one presented several years ago in one principal respect – the
power to change the percentage of pledged dollars that would be allocated to the Wider Mission and
Major Maintenance Funds would rest with the Congregation, rather than a subcommittee of the
trustees and/or the Cabinet. This revised proposal and the reasons for presenting it are explained
immediately below.
Earlier versions of this proposal have been circulated to members of the Cabinet and the Stewardship
Committee, and to the Trustees. This version takes into account comments received to date. It is
being included in the Old Sloop Log at this time to give members and friends of the Congregation an
opportunity to review the proposal, ask questions and make further comments.
This version will be fine-tuned to reflect further comments received and will be recirculated and
presented for discussion at the upcoming Annual Meeting. Any open issues would be addressed and
the proposal would be voted upon, either at the upcoming Annual Meeting, if there were to be
substantially unanimous support for approving it at that time, or at a special meeting of the
Congregation to be called before July 1, 2019. If adopted, the new approach would be implemented
for the fall 2019 stewardship campaign.
Explanation of Proposal: The proposed unified pledging approach would:
•
•
•

•

•

Do away with the three separate baskets;
Have all pledges go to the Church;
Use the last four years of pledging experience as the basis to derive an average percentage of
total pledged dollars that have been allocated to the Wider Mission and Major Maintenance
Funds, and Church Operations;
Use those four-year average pledged contribution levels as the starting point for the allocation
percentages under the new unified pledge approach, so that there is a reasonable assurance of
continuity with past practice.
Provide a mechanism in the by-laws for changing the percentage allocations to the different
categories, only upon a vote of the Congregation at an Annual Meeting, with the first such
vote occurring not earlier than five years after the initial proposal goes into effect.
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Why Change?
The main reason for moving to a unified pledging approach is to remove one of
the two variables that determine the amounts pledged each year for Church Operations, Wider
Mission and Major Maintenance.
Under the current system, the percentage of total pledged dollars allocated to each Church purpose
will inevitably vary from year to year, as the tables below show has been the case for the last four
years:
Church Year

Amt. Pledged
to Wider
Mission

Amount
Pledged to
Major
Maintenance

Amount
Pledged to
Church
Operations

Total Amount
Pledged

2015

$16,307

$19,901

$117,045

$153,253

2016

27,801

21,759

114,294

163,855

2017

20,611

15,086

131,768

167,465

2018

20,947

24,777

127,814

173,538

Church Year

% of Total Pledges that
went Pledged to Wider
Mission

% of Total Pledges
that were Pledged
to Major
Maintenance

% of Total Pledges
that were Pledged
to Church
Operations

2015

10.65%

12.99%

76.37%

2016

16.97%

13.28%

69.75%

2017

12.31%

9.01%

78.68%

2018

12.07%

14.28%

73.65%

4 year average
%

13.0%

12.39%

74.61%

Pledge dollars allocated to each of the different baskets will necessarily be different each year, for
many reasons. Church members and friends of the congregation who contributed to a specific basket
in an earlier year may move away, die or change their minds about how their pledges should be
allocated. Financial circumstances may lead to changes in the overall amount pledged. New
members may start pledging but their pledge patterns cannot be predicted.
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In some years, the amount pledged to one basket may lag behind and, as Mark Jurewicz did during
the Sunday service on December 16th, an eloquent appeal was made to allocate more pledges to the
lagging basket. In response, some members and friends of the congregation may allocate their
pledges differently than in a prior year, or they may reallocate amounts already pledged for the
upcoming year in an entirely different manner.
Unfortunately, appeals to change previously decided-upon pledge allocations are a very imprecise
adjustment mechanism. No one pledger has any information about how another pledger may
respond to such an appeal. The “swing” from one basket to another could be too much or too little.
With the current system, the Stewardship Committee and the Trustees try to keep the Congregation
informed about how much has been allocated to each basket as the Stewardship campaign
progresses. But even if they could communicate the exact amount pledged to each basket on a
weekly basis, that information is still imperfect, since people pledge throughout the campaign and it
is not reasonable to expect prior pledgers to constantly reallocate their pledges to help true things up.
Under the present system, variability in percentage amounts pledged falls hardest on Church
operations. Instead of one level of uncertainty, there are two – will the level of pledges keep up with
what is needed to cover fixed expenses? And of that amount pledged, will any shortfall hit the
Church Operations budget disproportionately? This is a tough way for the Trustees to have to try to
prepare a proper budget and a tough way to plan for the coming year, especially when our Church is
a mature Congregation with a lot of new membership challenges, given the Rockport
demographics. Church Operations need consistency perhaps most of all, because the expenses that
have to be paid from church operations from year to year are largely fixed costs.
How is this proposal different than the last unified pledge proposal? Several years ago, a proposal
to move to a unified pledging system generated substantial opposition because of discomfort with
the approach used to decide on how much of the total pledged dollars would be allocated to Wider
Mission. That proposal gave the power to set the Wider Mission percentage to a committee
appointed by the Trustees and/or Cabinet.
This new proposal would instead give this power to the Congregation. To ensure predictability and
consistency during the change over to the new system, the proposal would initially set the percentage
of overall pledge dollars allocated to Wider Mission and Major Maintenance based on the four year
average percentage of dollars allocated to each [13% for Wider Mission and 12% for Major
Maintenance – derivation of average percentages shown in tables above.]
The only body that could change the percentage allocation would be the Congregation voting at an
annual meeting. This approach has the advantage of being consistent with how most Congregational
Churches operate, our own included – with important matters being decided by the Congregation.
This new proposal would let the initial percentage stand for five years and would come up for reapproval or change every five years.
Simply put, Wider Mission efforts are an essential part of our Church’s stewardship and what we
stand for as a church. Maintenance of our physical plant is also an essential part of our stewardship,
so that our Church can continue to make its facilities available in the many different ways it currently
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serves the community. But none of these activities would be possible unless basic Church operating
expenses can be planned for and covered.
Under the proposed approach now suggested, thirteen percent of each year’s total pledged dollars
would go into the Wider Mission Fund, (independent of any additional amounts contributed in
response to special offering requests, such as One Great Hour of Sharing, Neighbors in Need,
Christmas Fund, Disaster Relief, etc.). Twelve percent would go into the Major Maintenance
Fund. The remaining seventy-five percent of pledged dollars would be available to the Trustees to
cover church operating expenses. Expenses that exceed that amount would need to be brought into
line.
This proposal is put forward in the belief that no one of these baskets is more important than any
other. They all need to be provided for with regular and consistent percentages of support.
If you have questions or comments on this proposal, please send me an email or drop a note in my
inbox at Church, before January 13. I would like to hear from you and would welcome your
comments.
Thank you for your time in considering this proposal.
Steve Lindo
Moderator
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Looking For Committee Members
The Flower Committee is seeking a volunteer for the month of January. This volunteer would find
people to donate flowers for the altar for the Sundays in January. Please contact Sue Herron for
information (978-546-2082, susherr8@gmail.com).
The Board of Ushers is seeking an Usher Captain for March. The Usher Captain would be responsible
for finding ushers for Sunday services in March. Please contact Celene Lyon for Information (508-2848762, celenelyon@comcast.net).
__________________________________________________________________________________________
CABINET
MEETING MINUTES December 16, 2018
Subject to Approval
The Cabinet of the First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts, UCC was called to order
by Moderator Steve Lindo at 7:04PM.
Present: Steve Lindo, Moderator, chair, and Personnel Committee; Rev. Derek van Gulden, Pastor;
Bruce Coates, Treasurer; Sigrid Lindo, Stewardship Committee and Music Committee; Sue Herron,
Diaconate; Stephen Kalaghan, Christian Outreach Committee; Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Rice Smith,
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Historian and Membership Committee; Jay Reed, Treasurer of Mission Funds; and Geof Lyon, Clerk
and recording secretary.
Rev. Derek led the assembly in prayer to open the meeting:
Action, Discussion and Follow-Up Items:
Meeting minutes: The minutes of the November 18 meeting were approved as submitted by voice
vote.
Bylaw Revisions: The Bylaw Review Committee accepted the changes that the Cabinet suggested at
its last meeting. The Nominating Committee suggested that the last two sentences of section X.1.F be
replaced by the sentences below, and the Bylaw Review Committee is reviewing the suggestion.
Replacement committee members shall serve until the subsequent annual meeting, at which time a
new term will start for that committee position. If the replacement person is chosen to fill the start
of the new term, then this will be considered the person’s initial term.
The next step is to prepare the changes for the annual meeting. A document that uses colors to show
language that has simply been moved will be projected on a screen. A blackline version will be
printed and distributed and included in annual reports. A workshop will be conducted. A member
of the bylaw committee will break the changes into separate motions, prepare the handouts, conduct
the workshop, and present the changes at the annual meeting.
Annual Meeting: The annual meeting will take place January 27. Annual reports should be emailed
to the church office by December 31. The clerk should send notice of the meeting by January 6.
Special items that should be mentioned in the call include changes to the bylaws, changes to the ONA
statement, and the unified pledge.
Website development: A committee has been formed and has met three times. The members are
Rev. Derek, Katie Welch, Zack Jylkka, Regina Reis, Mercy Duffill, and Geof Lyon.
Unified Pledge Proposal: Steve Lindo reminded us that there are problems with the current system
in which people can allocate their pledge across three funds. The primary problem is that pledge
allocations can vary dramatically from year to year, so the funds available for unavoidable expenses
are inconsistent from year to year. Steve suggested that we again consider a unified pledge in which
people simply pledge to the church and the allocation across funds is the same for everyone. The
initial allocation percentages would be based on the four year average pledged to each fund, and the
percentages would not come up for change for five years. The UCC Mass. Conference Associate
Conference Minister for Stewardship and Financial Development favors a unified pledge, and Rev.
Derek feels that people should give to the work of the church rather than to specific church
ministries. The idea of a unified pledge has been discussed before, but previous proposals have
suggested that the Trustees or the Cabinet decide on the allocation. Steve believes that the
congregation should decide on the allocation. Steve suggests that the matter be discussed at the
annual meeting. People have already pledged for 2019, so the earliest a unified pledge could be
adopted would be 2020. Steve will write a document describing his proposal in more detail and
distribute it. He plans to discuss the matter at the annual meeting.
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2019 Budget: Treasurer Bruce Coates reported that progress is being made on the budget for next
year.
Budget: Walter Vining reported that treasurer Bruce Coates has been helping with information to
support the development of the budget and that Steve Lindo has provided cost of living adjustment
information.
Pastor Photos: Steve Lindo reported that the photos will be hung soon.
Officer Reports
Pastor: Rev. Derek noted that the music at worship that day was amazing and that the three brass
players would return December 23.
Treasurer: Bruce Coates distributed a report showing the church's financial performance since the
beginning of 2018. We are still about $11,000 better than budget. However, there are $7,600 in
expenses that should be billed to the church before year end. Prepaid pledges for 2019 are about
$13,000 so far.
Treasurer of Mission Funds: Jay Reed reported that only about $600 has been spent from the Family
Promise account this year. Volunteers supplement the church's spending with their own money,
although Jay offers to reimburse them. The program is very cheap and running well. The Outreach
Treasury now holds about $5,000, much of which is prepaid for next year. Jay noted that if one is
collecting for a charity, the money should pass through the church to ensure good accounting.
However, the policies and procedures are unclear. This needs further discussion.
Historian: Rev. Liz Rice Smith reported that the Williams painting has been hung in the narthex. She
wonders whether it should be insured. Some visiting children were very excited to see the
cannonball during the Christmas Bazaar. Liz plans to have the Victorian era photographs of the
church framed. The history exhibit focusing on the steeple project was taken down before Advent.
Committee Reports
Diaconate: Sue Herron reported that the Diaconate feels that requests for the prayer chain need to be
better organized, and Jim Schell has offered to be the lead person to maintain the prayer request
chain.
Outreach Committee: Stephen Kalaghan reported that the Outreach Committee met the giving
budget for 2018.
Old Sloop Fleet: Rev. Liz Rice Smith reported that food, rides, cards, and flowers are all
happening. A group of ten carolers made seven visits that were well received.
Stewardship Committee: Sigi Lindo reported that as of today a total of $154,822 has been
pledged. This is about $21,000 less than last year’s total. Many people who pledged last year have
not pledged this year. Many of those have passed away or moved. The amount pledged to
operations is $15,000 less than last year's total. If everyone who pledged last year renewed their
pledge at the same level for 2019, this would be $9,700, so Stewardship is concerned.
Membership Committee: Rev. Liz Rice Smith reported that a coffee hour schedule has been
drafted. There are only 58 people participating. This is well short of the number needed.
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Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05PM.
Date of Next Cabinet Meeting:
The cabinet will next meet in the Morgan Room at 7:00PM on January 20.
Respectfully submitted,
Geof Lyon, Clerk
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

TRUSTEES
MEETING MINUTES November 12, 2018
Trustee Meeting – called to order at 7:01PM. Reverend Derek opened the meeting with a prayer.
Present: Bill Elwell; Bruce Coates; Walter Vining; Paul Hurst; Mark Jurewicz; Rev. Derek van
Gulden; Bonnie Gray; Geof Lyon, Building Study Committee.
Absent: Chip Kistner; Kevin Love
•
•

•

Minutes: Minutes from the October 15, 2018 meeting were reviewed and approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Bruce presented the Treasurer’s Report noting that net income at this
point is $18,755 ahead of the budget. The report was approved as submitted as was a motion to
fund up to $1,000 from the MacLean-Hooper Fund for processing expenses related to Rev
Sue’s Privilege to Call.
Monthly Reviews:
Bank Statements: Not completed. Walter will review by next meeting.
PEX Statements: Bonnie reported the October statement was not ready for review.

Old Business:
•

Capital Campaign Projects – review of projects.
o Steeple Project – Bob Levesque has agreed to provide a final “punch list” of items that
need to be completed. It was noted that the bell rope has not been replaced and needs
to be prior to the Christmas Pageant. It was also noted that the clocked stopped
working. Walter reset the ground fault receptacle and will monitor.
o Organ Repair – Completed.
o Sanctuary Ceiling Paint – No update.
o Front Façade Paint – No update.
o Other Capital Campaign Projects – Not discussed.

•

Verizon - Contract with SteepleCom was located for Trustees to review. Bill will review first.
Concrete pad has been poured for shed.
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Steeple Lighting - Geof and Rick Kasten have been working with lighting designer Johnathan
Weaver. They will continue to try out various lighting options.
Sound System updates - Geof reported the work has been completed. Final invoice of $2,798
was approved.
Garage Roof - Completed. Awaiting final invoice.
Parsonage Repairs - Walter will work on garage repairs. Bill has made temporary repair to
bulkhead but it will eventually need to be rebuilt. Refrigerator has been replaced. Derek will
contact Bruce Rowell regarding bathroom electrical repairs.
Critical Incident Committee –
o Exit Door Replacement – Concern was expressed regarding the door replacement,
especially the kitchen door. Walter will follow up with Seaside Glass regarding
estimates.
o Day School Door Crash Bar – These doors continue to be found locked after day school
hours.

•

•

•

•

Office Printer – According to Eastern Copy the existing printer has made over 600,000 copies
and is in need of replacement. They recommended a slightly used (28,000 copies) printer for
$4,595 which is about half the cost of a brand-new printer. The maintenance contract will
remain unchanged. Trustees approved unanimously.
Fire Extinguishers – A letter from Northshore Fire explaining compatibility of ABC
extinguishers with the fire suppression system over the stove proved to create even more
confusion. Walter will contact them for clarification. Arranging a walkthrough with the
Rockport Fire Department was also suggested.
2019 Budget – A special meeting to discuss the budget has been scheduled for Monday,
November 26. Trustees are expected to review the spreadsheet that was emailed by Bruce
prior to the meeting and provide input.
Comcast – It is unclear if switching internet service will affect the phone lines used for the fire
alarm and elevator alarm. Regina will be asked to contact those involved to clarify.

New Business:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Electricity Supplier – Due to a variable rate contract the cost per kilowatt hour has increased
dramatically over the past year. A changed was made to a lower 3 year fixed rate.
Serve Safe – There is only 1 known person within the church who is Serve Safe certified.
Derek is arranging a Saturday class with Paul Franklin.
AED – New pads have been obtained. Derek is researching with the company regarding
battery replacement and their recommended inspection frequency.
CPR Class – Derek is investigating the possibility of offering a CPR class with the local EMTs.
Investment Committee – Paul identified the need for a new chair and will see if Jack Reed is
willing to take over. Subsequent email indicated Jack is willing to chair the committee.
Storm Windows – It was noted the storm windows need to be installed. Derek will ask Phil to
follow up.
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Sprinkler/Alarm System Inspections – Geof will determine when the annual inspections are
due.

A copy of this report will be forwarded to the editor of The Old Sloop Log. There being no further
business, the Board of Trustees adjourned at 8:50pm.
The next scheduled meeting of The Trustees is: Monday, December 10, 2018.
Walter Vining

Mark Jurewicz

Chair, Board of Trustees

Recording Secretary

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Stewardship
January 2019

Fall Stewardship Campaign Status
“Giving from Abundance, Living the Love of Jesus” is our theme for theme
for pledging for 2019. As this is written, the pledge totals have mixed
results. The Outreach pledge amount is ahead of last year, while Operations
and Major Maintenance pledges are behind. Operations is approximately $15,000 less than last year.
Several people who usually pledge have not yet done so. The following, excerpted from the Trustees’
notice in the December 16 worship announcements, says it well:
The delay in pledging makes it very difficult to complete the budget process……
If you intend to pledge and have not yet completed and returned your pledge cards, we
encourage you to do so as soon as possible. If you would like to adjust/increase the pledge
you have already made, please speak with a Trustee or member of the Stewardship
Committee……We would appreciate your giving the Operations Account your priority as this
is the account that keeps the church running smoothly.
Thank you for considering this.
Amazon Smile a Fundraiser at Christmas
Many of you who ordered gifts through Amazon, remembered to use Amazon Smile, which passed
along 0.5% of your purchase to the Old Sloop. It’s not much, but when we all do it, it adds up!
Thank you to those of you who ordered items from Amazon this way.
For those of you who still haven’t enrolled, it’s easy. Go to www.smile.amazon.com and follow
directions. Pick First Congregational Church of Rockport as your charity. Thanks for making that
extra effort!
_________________________________________________________________________________________

12

THE OLD SLOOP’S LOG

JANUARY 2019

Christian Education
Youth Ministry News

JANUARY CALENDAR
Sunday, January 6
Sunday, January 13

January 18 – 20
Sunday, January 20
Sunday, January 27

10:00
5:00 – 7:00
9:00
10:15
5:00 – 7:00
10:15
5:00 – 7:00
10:15
11:30
5:00 – 7:00

Communion Sunday/Youth in Service
Youth Group
CE Meeting
Sunday School:
Youth Group
Monadnock Winter Retreat
No Sunday School
No Youth Group
Sunday School
Annual Meeting
Youth Group

_________________________________________________________________________________________
CHRISTMAS EVE THANK YOU
Thank you to all who were involved in the Christmas Eve service this year. We had young adults
singing and greeting, our confirmation girls sharing the story of Christmas, our own little drummer
boy, and a wonderful choir! A big thanks to Kristina for her musical genius, to Jon for playing the
guitar, to Geof for helping to set up mics, to Regina for all of the bulletin work and Rev. Derek for all
of his support! We are blessed here in our church community.
Thank you again to everyone who took part in the service. Another thank you to Anthony Hale for
making our new manger. It sure does help having a carpenter on your Sunday school and youth
leadership team!
TRAVEL
This year we are looking to go to the UCC’s general synod in Milwaukee, Wisconsin being held June
21st-25th.
Be blessed, Katie
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Christian Outreach Committee

Meeting minutes, December 16, 2018

Present: Jay Reed, Derek vanGulden, Stephen Kalaghan, Sarah Mowitt, Marje Schell, Diane
Westman, and Wendy Woodbury.
Jay Reed called the meeting to order at 11:35 with a prayer.
Treasurer’s Report: The balance in the Wider Mission Treasury at the end of November was
$4,926.66. Receipts during the month included $4,843.49 from pledges, which is more than usual as
people began to prepay their pledges for 2019. Disbursements were made during the month to the
UCC Massachusetts Conference Basic Support ($2,300), as well as $400 to Heifer International. All
disbursements included in the mission budget for 2018 have been met.
The Pastor’s Fund is low. Additional funds have been requested from the congregation.
Budget for 2019: The budget needs to be somewhat reduced for next year. It was suggested that we
could cut from Church World Service, Heifer International or the combined Lifebridge/ River
House/Grace Center. These three organizations (Lifebridge Grace Center, and River House) have
been united. As separate organizations, these three organizations received $1,200 from our
congregation during 2018. Jay will email a proposed 2019 budget to committee members for
comments and suggestions.
Policy Issues: Questions have been raised regarding situations where church members are soliciting
contributions on church property for outside organizations that the church is supporting. Procedures
need to allow for accountability of money raised. Church members are reminded that currently a
policy exists for this situation.
Wellspring Holiday Store: Our church contributed one large bag of toys for this holiday store.
Refugee Immigration Ministry (RIM): The organization held an international dinner and auction on
November 18 in Watertown as a fund raiser. On January, 24, funds will be raised at Shea’s Riverside
restaurant in Essex. Currently there is a client from Central American and another from Uganda.
Family Promise North Shore Boston: The schedule has been set for next year. We will be hosting
families in March, June, September and November. Our first week is scheduled for March 6.
Social Justice Task Force: The group will meet in January. There was a forum regarding immigrants
at the border at the UU congregation last week.
Derek vanGulden asked that we consider how to support a new church start (Phoenix Rising) in
Lawrence. He will provide more information at our next meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:35.

Our next meeting will be on January 13.
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Respectfully submitted, Sarah Mowitt
______________________________________________________________________________________
Wellspring Holiday Store
Thanks to all who donated toys and other gifts for Wellspring’s Holiday Store. First Congregational
Church has supported Holiday Store for generations, and we are proud to make the financial burden
associated with the holidays less overwhelming for low income Cape Ann families.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Open Door’s Holiday Basket Program
Thanks to everyone who donated to Open Door’s Holiday Basket Program. We have for many years
helped Open Door provide holiday dinners for hundreds of low income Cape Ann families.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Migrants
Seventy years ago this week, the United Nations adopted a Universal Declaration of Human Rights
by 48 to 0 vote( with abstentions from the Soviet Union, The Union of South Africa, and Saudi
Arabia). The committee that developed this declaration was chaired by Eleanor Roosevelt. The
Declaration began, “Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the inalienable rights of all
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world…” It
proclaimed 30 rights and freedoms to which every person on Earth is entitled, among them equality
before the law, freedom of thought, religion and expression, and the right to seek asylum from
persecution.
In a recent letter to the editor , former US attorney general Ramsey Clark wrote, “ Migrants have
been the lifeblood of the US. They are the foundation upon which our country is built. We have long
recognized our moral and legal obligation to provide asylum to those fleeing persecution. Current
immigration policy contradicts this commitment. The detention of families, separating children from
parents, unfounded suspicion about the good faith of asylum seekers, and the lack of due process all
violate our basic values. I am particularly concerned to see government efforts to weaken due process
rights. Migrants deserve determinations of their claims by independent, impartial, and fair
procedures. Our current immigration procedures do not meet these standards. The United States
must always respect human rights.
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Our third Arty Party will take place
on January 12 at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Any form of art is welcomed. Paintings, photographs, poetry, crafts, needlework, musical
compositions, you name it. This year we have a festive theme….
”Something Old, Something New,
Something Borrowed, Something Blue.”
You might wish to compare something you did 20 years ago with something recent or in
other words old and new. Perhaps you have a painting or photograph of ocean blues.
Maybe your art is in some ways derivative or features a borrowed theme.
I do hope that presentations will be short---5 to 7 minutes.
For the first Arty Party we focused on the creative process. Last year, we addressed the
question that theologian Georgia Harkness asked; “What calls forth your work?”
So now it is time to Party on.
Hope you can come. If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to email or phone
me. Cheers, Sharon.
978-546-2697

shrnrchace@aol.com

______________________________________________________________
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Old Sloop Coffeehouse Upcoming Performances:
OLD SLOOP COFFEEHOUSE UPCOMING PERFORMANCES
Saturday, January 19 at 7:30PM – Joe Jencks with opener Lisa Bastoni
A Joe Jencks concert is definitely not a visit to the inner world of some guy
with a guitar who wants you to sit still and listen politely. It’s an occasion for
singing, a contagious rising up of voices, an act of joy and defiance! Joe
Jencks is an 18-year veteran of the international folk circuit, an awardwinning songwriter, and celebrated vocalist based in Chicago. He is a
founding member of celebrated harmony trio Brother Sun, and has appeared at Old Sloop
Coffeehouse three times with that ensemble. Joe will also participate in the worship service on
January 20.
Following a ten year break from music, a career change, and two children, Lisa Bastoni has returned
to recording and live performance. In the past year, Lisa has been selected to showcase at the New
England Regional Folk Alliance (NERFA) conference, as well as the Falcon Ridge and New Song
Music/LEAF Festivals. Her song "Rabbit Hole" was grand prize winner of the Great American Song
Contest.
Tickets for this concert can be purchased in advance for $10 from the coffeehouse web site at
oldsloopcoffeehouse.org, at John Tarr Store in Rockport, at The Bookstore of Gloucester, and at coffee
hour following worship on Sunday, January 13. The suggested donation at the door is $12 for adults,
$14 for those 65 and older, $5 for those younger than 18, and $24 for families.
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Host a Poetry Party
with Rockport’s Poet Laureate
Sharon Chace, Rockport’s own Poet
Laureate is offering to read selected
poems – new and old favorites -- from her
many published works at a gathering at
your home.
Like the salon readings of the past, if you
are willing to open your home to friends,
neighbors and family members and provide
light refreshments, Sharon will happily
share her talents, interests, and wisdom
through her poetry readings and guided
discussions.
Subjects cover Rockport and New
England, as well as the creative process,
religious poetry and a potpourri of others.
As host, you would choose the direction
of the poetry for the evening. A free-will
donation is suggested to a Rockport or
Cape Ann nonprofit organization.
If you are a lover of poetry and
are interested in hosting a
Poetry Party or just want more
information, please feel free to contact

Sharon at shrnrchace@aol.com or
978-546-2697.
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Weekly Church Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesdays at 5 pm

The Fellowship Hour Schedule for January
January 6 Diane Westman and Joe Chambers
January 13 Celene and Geof Lyon
January 20 Michelle Coates
January 27 Debbie Welch and Kevin Love

If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour by baking or
hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.
With Gratitude for our Church Servants for December
Ushers
December 2 Laurel Juthe and Liz Rice-Smith
December 9 Liz Rice-Smith and Jan Goodwin
December 16 Liz Rice-Smith and Beverly Bernard
December 23 Liz Rice-Smith and Beverly Bernard

December 30 Liz Rice-Smith
Readers
December 2

Jack Reed

December 9

John Coonley

December 16 Joe Chambers
December 23

Liz Rice-Smith

December 30

Rev.Derek Van Gulden
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Website: www.rockportucc.org

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Rev. Derek van Gulden can be
reached at (508) 818-0616 or
revdvan@yahoo.com
________________________

Rev. Derek van Gulden
Office Manager

Nursery Care is available

_______________________
During non-business hours:

Pastor

Regina Reis
Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin
Youth director and
Interim Christian ed. director
Kaitlyn Welch

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Please submit articles to:
oldslooplog@rockportucc.org
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **

Sexton
Phil Bynarowicz

