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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of faith
and offer you our support,
encouragement and love to the
end that all of us may grow in
the boundless mercy of God.
By loving and being loved,
forgiving and being forgiven,
serving and being served, let
us go forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement

We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God loves
us, freely and un-conditionally.
Therefore, we covenant to
become an open and affirming
congregation welcoming
persons of every age, ability,
gender, race, sexual
orientation, gender identity,
socio-economic status, and
ethnicity into full membership
and participation in our
community life and ministry.
We embrace and support those
who experience rejection and
exile from spiritual community
and commit ourselves to the
struggle against injustice.

Beloved,
Seven years ago, I wrote a pastoral letter for the May issue of the “Old
Sloop Log” using the following scripture:
I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what it is to have
little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances, I
have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of having
plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through Him who
strengthens me. – (Philippians 4:11b – 13)
Paul’s letter to the Philippians focuses on living simply and giving
generously. In my letter, I shared my struggles with finding a balance
of what I was blessed with, what I wanted and what I truly needed.
This week I have been spending time re-visiting Paul’s letter to the
Philippians as well as those things which I spoke about back in May
2013:
“Being human I am not always content with what I have. Yes, I have
everything I need to survive, but I admit there are times I still want more. I
want to drive a nicer car and take vacations -- not involving a tent and
sleeping on the ground. I want to have dinner out at a restaurant more than
a few times a month. I want to go to the mall and buy nicer clothes and
whatever else I desire.”
It comforts me to know that I still hear the heartfelt truth in Paul’s
beautiful words. I am content with what I have. I feel blessed to have
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employment that allows me to have a roof over my head. I feel blessed that there is always food in
the kitchen for whenever I may feel hungry. I feel blessed that through my travels I have witnessed
and experienced what it means to have just enough and sometimes not enough. I feel blessed to be a
part of a loving community which cares for each other as well as so many more both locally and
globally.
With age and time, have I changed? How do we continue to live by Paul’s words trusting that God
has given us everything we need? How do we keep ourselves from buying those extra things that
aren’t necessities?
First, try to take the time to think about what you truly want and desire, what you really need. I use
the following simple exercise, give it a try yourself and see where you end up. Take a piece of paper
and write down these words, “I want…” and then finish the sentence. When you’re done with the
first sentence, write the words again, “I want…” and finish this second sentence. For five minutes,
keep filling in the blank starting with “I want…” After five minutes, you may have about 10
sentences all about what you want.
The amazing thing is that with each sentence you will be getting closer and closer to what it is you
truly want. The “wants” in your brain will disappear to be replaced with the “wants” of your heart.
Though I still struggle, I know that I have learned the secret -I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. – (Philippians 4:13)
Trust God, and trust yourself.
Blessings,
Rev. Derek
________________________________________________________________________________________
CABINET
Meeting Minutes: April 28, 2019
Subject to Approval
Present: Jack Reed, Moderator, chair, and Christian Education Committee; Rev. Derek van Gulden,
Pastor; Bruce Coates, Treasurer; Sue Herron, Diaconate; Stephen Kalaghan, Christian Outreach
Committee; Bonnie Gray, Trustees; Bob Cannon, Music Committee; Mark Jurewicz, Critical Incidents
subcommittee of Trustees; and Geof Lyon, Clerk and recording secretary.
Handouts: Agenda; Meeting of Church Cabinet March 17, 2019, Meeting Minutes - Subject to
Approval; Email RE: Cabinet Meeting This Sunday from Joe Chambers; Congregational Church
Projects; First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts Expenditure Policy; Register of
Deeds SUBDIVISION of Land in Rockport, Mass.
Action, Discussion, and Follow-up Items
Declaration of a quorum, approval of minutes.
Moderator Jack Reed observed that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 7:02PM.
Rev. Derek van Gulden led the assembly in prayer.
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It was observed that the word "have" was missing from a paragraph of the minutes of the March 17
Cabinet meeting. The minutes were approved as amended by voice vote.
Status of Master Church Project List
Jack directed the Cabinet's attention to the email from Joe Chambers. Joe had asked for an update on
the status of the capital campaign, the steeple, outstanding projects, and next steps. He also requested
an explanation of the outcome of the equity line of credit/loan. Regarding the latter, Bruce Coates
explained that the loan was taken out at a time when the church knew neither how much the project
would cost nor how successful the fundraising would be. It was to be an emergency fallback so the
project wouldn't have to be abruptly halted. The funds were not needed, and the line of credit was
not used. It remains available. Jack walked through the list of projects and checked off the capital
campaign projects.
Status of the Narthex
Bonnie Gray reported that the Trustees agreed that the expenditure in the narthex should not exceed
the $19,358.68 that the church already has for that purpose. The most serious concern is the worn
thresholds that leave space beneath the front doors. Bill Elwell and Walter Vining are assessing the
situation. The Trustees plan to the replace the old acoustic tile on the ceiling with new tile and install
recessed lights. The narthex walls need repair and paint. There has been discussion of a ceiling over
the entryway and doors at the sides of the entryway to minimize the intrusion of cold air. There has
been discussion of putting glass into the upper half of the inner doors to the sanctuary and installing
locks and panic bars as a safety measure. The floor is OK as is, but the rugs should be replaced. There
has been discussion of supplemental heat.
FCCR Emergency Procedures Policy
Mark Jurewicz distributed the FCC Rockport Emergency Procedures Policy. He explained that the
document was developed by the Critical Incidents Subcommittee of the Trustees that was formed
after the training from the Rockport Police Department. The document focuses on armed intruders,
bomb threats, disruptive behavior, earthquake, fire, firearms, and medical emergencies. It was agreed
that cabinet members would read the policy and be ready to discuss it at the next meeting.
Expenditure Policy
Jay Reed distributed the Policy for the Handling of Cash and Checks and explained that it was this
policy and not the Expenditure Policy that he wished to discuss. He observed that he often handles
donations for a variety of Outreach projects. He pointed out that it can be a challenge to observe the
guidelines described by the policy but reminded us that we should follow the policy as closely as
possible.
Verizon
The Verizon Wireless cell phone antenna is in operation.
Driveway separating us from 16 School Street
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There has been some friction with our neighbor over the use of the driveway. Jack visited the registry
of deeds and was told that it is a joint right of way driveway. He distributed a site plan from the
registry that shows this. Rev. Derek will speak with the neighbor.
Officer Reports
Pastor: Rev Derek reported that we had a good Holy Week and that there was a good turnout for
Easter. There have been many funerals.
Treasurer: Bruce Coates distributed a report showing a Year to Date Operating Summary and a Cash
and Investment Summary as of March 31. Net income is within $350 of budget, so the finances are
doing well.
Committee Reports
Trustees: Bonnie reported that the Verizon Wireless antenna is operating and that Verizon is nearly
finished with their work. The fire suppression sprinkler heads have been installed high in the steeple
but are not yet connected to the system. Three exterior doors will be replaced. Chimemaster surveyed
the bell and identified a few minor problems that will be fixed by American Steeple and Tower. The
church engaged in a maintenance contract for the bell with Chimemaster.
Outreach: Steven Kalaghan reported that there were 50 applications for the church's three college
scholarships. The church donated $1,500 for One Great Hour of Sharing. The Easter offering was
$1,500 which will be split between Casa Alitas, which assists asylum seekers at the southern border,
and the International Rescue Committee for its relief efforts in Yemen. Attendees at the April 13
coffeehouse donated about $300 for Refugee Immigration Ministry. The coffeehouse matched that
sum, and the Outreach Committee matched the total, so $1,200 will go to RIM.
Christian Education: Jack reported that Rev. Sue has been getting a good response to her survey.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00PM.
Date of Next Cabinet Meeting:
The Cabinet will meet in the Morgan Room at 7:00PM on May 19.
Respectfully submitted,
Geof Lyon, Clerk
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
__________________________________________________________________________________________
DIACONTATE
Meeting Minutes: April 7, 2019
Deacons: Karen Chambers, Susan Herron, Kate Desmond, Laurie McKenna, and Janice Ramsden
Also attending: The Rev. Derek van Gulden
Opening prayer:
Karen Chambers read an opening prayer.
Approval of March Meeting:
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The March Meeting minutes were approved.
May 5th Communion:
Preparers: 9 AM Susan Herron and Janice Ramsden (Susan will provide bread)
Servers: Susan Herron, Karen Chambers, Laurie McKenna and Janice Ramsden
Clean up: All
Supplies needed: Karen will order communion cups.
Welcome:
Laurie McKenna was welcomed as a Deacon.
Pastor's Report:
The Rev. van Gulden requested that an agenda item be added to our next
meeting regarding visitations.
There was a discussion regarding changing the service time during the summer months of July
and August. All members present and Rev Derek were in favor of the change of time from 10
AM to 9 AM. Rev. Derek asked that Phil Swanson be asked for his input. (Phil walked by and
was invited in to give his input. He is in favor of the change.) A vote will be taken at our next
meeting.
Cabinet News:
A copy of the report was distributed.
Membership Committee News:
Tabled
Worship Committee New:
Karen reported that there has been positive feedback for the Lenten Services.
Nominating Committee:
Tabled
Living Memorial Fund:
Karen reported that 3 new donations have been made to the fund and that thank you notes
will be sent as well as acknowledgements to the families.
Karen will work on a written procedure for processing donations.
5th Sunday Worship:
Tabled
Narthex:
No update
Camera to record services:
Tabled
Parament Book:
The last parament has been delivered. It was suggested that Rev. Derek should have a stole to
match. Karen will check with Rev. Derek. Karen is also working on a parament book.
Baptismal Font:
Karen has emailed Bill Elwell.
New Cabinet for sacristy:

6

THE OLD SLOOP’S LOG

MAY 2019

There was a discussion regarding repair and cleaning out the cabinet in the sacristy as well as
having a closet made to hang the paraments. Karen will discuss the issue with Rev. Derek,
and Susan Herron will check on new name tags.
New Business:
1. A discussion regarding a request from Liz Rice-Smith for the need for more help (with
cooking, sending flowers and funds) assisting the Old Sloop Fleet. It was suggested that Liz
Rice-Smith call a meeting of a member from Outreach, Stewardship, Rev. Derek and Deacons
to discuss the issue of funds. Laurie McKenna volunteered to be the Deacon representative.
2. Susan brought up a request from a church member that when serving communion, it is a
good idea to make eye contact.
3. Karen is updating the Diaconate Handbook.
4. Reminder to please read all materials before the meeting.
Next Meeting: May 5th
Respectfully submitted, Janice Ramsden
_________________________________________________________________________________________

TRUSTEES
Meeting Minutes: April 8, 2019
Trustee Meeting – called to order at 7:04PM. Bruce opened the meeting with a prayer.
Present: Bruce Coates; Mark Jurewicz; Bonnie Gray; Walter Vining; Bill Elwell; Geof Lyon, Building
Study Committee.
Absent: Kevin Love; Chip Kistner; Rev. Derek van Gulden
•
•
•

Minutes: Minutes from the March 11, 2019 meeting were reviewed and approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Bruce presented the Treasurer’s Report which was approved as
submitted.
Monthly Reviews:
Bank Statements: Bill is in process of reviewing August, September & October. In an
effort to catch up Mark volunteered to review November & December and Walt will
review January. February & March have been assigned to Chip and Kevin for review.
PEX Statements: Not reviewed. Bonnie will complete by end of week. Missing
invoices from prior review have been submitted.

Old Business:
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Narthex Improvement Project – It was agreed this project should not exceed the $19,358.68
currently in the Narthex Fund. Given the budget and the amount of work to be done the
Trustees have identified and prioritized the following items:
1. Blue Doors – these present the biggest unknown regarding scope of work and will
provide the greatest improvement to building security and temperature. Evaluate
condition of doors, sills, thresholds, weather-stripping and locks.
2. Ceiling – remove old acoustic tiles and replace with new.
3. Walls – repair & paint.
4. Lighting – need to determine overall lighting plan.
5. Partition – evaluate benefit of adding a ceiling to that space.
6. Sanctuary Doors – add safety glass windows to provide direct view into the
sanctuary and add crashbars and locking mechanism to improve security.
7. Floor – maintain current tile flooring to match tile flooring in the sanctuary. Replace
carpets.
8. Heating/Cooling – evaluate options depending on remaining budget.
Bill and other Trustees available will perform preliminary evaluation of the blue door project.

•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

•

Exit Door Replacement – Bill reviewed specs and estimates for the 3 exit doors (utility room,
kitchen, music room) needing replacement and will place order using updated specs.
Installation will be done based on his availability but will begin with the kitchen door.
Remaining Steeple Work –Verizon has completed work within the steeple. Geof will
coordinate remaining items with Bob Levesque. It was suggested an aluminum ladder rather
than building wooden steps would be a more practical option.
Sanctuary Ceiling Paint – Bill has made several phone calls and emails to Building Science
with no response. Will make one last effort to contact them.
Front Façade – No update.
Verizon Progress – Trenches and wiring were relocated according to the compromise plan.
Trustees need to monitor to be sure the landscaping and fence are restored per the agreement
as well as replacement of the memorial garden.
Steeple Lighting – Geof received an estimate from Spittle Electric based on the John Weaver
lighting plan. They determined that less expensive electrical boxes can be used and he is
researching sources for less expensive fixtures.
Insurance Review – Prior insurance agent provided updated quote and determined there
would be no cost incentive to switch companies at this time.
Bell Maintenance – Contract with Chime Master for annual bell maintenance program has
been signed. Annual survey and maintenance will be performed in August. Geof will contact
Bob Levesque to level the bell and replace the bolt holding the clapper in place.
New Business:
Front Lawn Restoration – Bill will work with Ethan Tanson to dethatch and reseed the front
lawn. A discussion followed regarding the increased dog walking on the lawn. It was agreed
that stronger signage needs to be considered especially while the lawn is being restored. The
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post laying on the side of the lawn was also discussed. Geof will ask members of the artifact
committee if the post will be used in a display or if it can be disposed of.
A copy of this report will be forwarded to the editor of The Old Sloop Log. There being no further
business, the Board of Trustees adjourned at 8:52pm.
The next scheduled meeting of The Trustees is: Monday, May 13, 2019.
Walter Vining

Mark Jurewicz

Chair, Board of Trustees

Recording Secretary

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Stewardship
May 2019

Easter Sunday was beautiful indeed. Tulips, hyacinths, and lilies adorned
the altar. The choir and soloists were glorious in their beautiful musical
offering of Vivaldi’s “Gloria.” The special Easter collection raised over $1500
towards the support of two worthy organizations: International Rescue
Committee which provides support to families in Yemen and Casa Alitas in Tucson, Arizona which
provides services to migrant families recently released from detention by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. As always, our congregation continues to give abundantly to support those in need.
SHEA’S RIVERSIDE FUNDRAISER
On May 16, the Stewardship Committee will sponsor our Spring dinner
fundraiser at Shea’s Riverside restaurant. Shea’s is located in Essex and
has a beautiful view of the Essex River. Their menu includes light fare as
well as delicious dinner entrees. As they have in the past, Shea’s will
donate 10% of the evenings proceeds to the First Congregational Church
as long as at least 20 people from the congregation attend. The event will
take place from 4 PM to 9 PM and will include a 50-50 raffle where the
winner receives half of the intake from the sale of the raffle tickets. Raffle
tickets will be on sale after worship on April 28, May 5, and May 12, as
well as at the dinner, and the winner need not be present to win. So, call Shea’s at 978.768.6931
to make a reservation, bring some friends, and support the church while enjoying good food and
fellowship! And don’t forget to say that you’re from the church when you call.
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Meeting Minutes: April 15, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 5:30PM
Present: Louisa Casadei-Johnson, Kathie McCarthy, Joe Chambers and Fred Witte
Louisa opened the meeting with a prayer.
The minutes of the March 13, 2019 meeting were reviewed and accepted as written.
The date for the May meeting was set for Tuesday May 28th @ 4:30 in the Morgan Room.
In addition to the draft minutes of this meeting, Louisa will write an article for the May Log.
A prescribed format for the quarterly pledge letter was reviewed and accepted. If there is anything
news worthy to mention, it will be added to the prescribed format.
A “witnessing steward” letter will be sent to members who pledged to get their feedback as to why
they pledged.
The Shea’s fundraiser on May 16th was planned as follows:
Sale of 50/50 raffle tickets will be done by Fred from 4-5p, Marcia and/or Louisa 5 to 6p, Joe
will take 6-7p and Kathie will take 7-8p.
There will be a handout presenting the Church and its mission, which may be distributed with
the menu. It will be on church letterhead.
Announcements at Sunday worship and coffee hour 50/50 raffle ticket sale assignments are
4/28 Kathie, 5/5 Joe and 5/12 Fred.
It is important that people make a reservation and add that they are from the church as we
need a minimum participation of 20 members to receive a 10% share in the night’s receipts.
Louisa will draft an outline “script”.
The event will be posted on Facebook so those on Facebook can share, like and invite friends.
Louisa will ask Sigi for a past flyer that will be posted around the church.
Either the flyer or a separate write up/article is to appear in the bulletin starting 4/28
Joe will design a simple sign-up sheet for folks who need rides.
The topic of LYBUNTs (last year but not this year) was discussed. Fred will send the current Power
Church LYBUNT report. We will discuss the need to reach out and if so, how when we see the latest
report. We will need to meet with Derek on this.
We also discussed what the goal for the fall stewardship drive, which remains open for future
discussion. Fred will send out the most recent pledge report for 2019 compared to 2018.
We will invite Derek to meet with us to discuss his goals and the committee’s regarding the need to
know the details of the pledge data available which is currently confidential. The details are available
only to the assistant treasurers who enter the pledges into QuickBooks.
We discussed raffle baskets, which will be prepared by each committee and raffled off at the Old
Sloop Fair. Joe is leading the charge at the Cabinet meetings.
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The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM.
Respectfully submitted, Fred Witte
________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Education
Youth Ministry News

MAY CALENDAR
Sunday, May 5
Sunday, May 12
Sunday, May 19
Sunday, May 26

10:00
5:00 – 7:00
10:00
10:00
5:00 – 7:00
10:00
5:00 – 7:00

Communion with Children in Service
Youth Group: Famous Last Words
Worship with Children in Service
No Youth Group
Worship with Children in Service
Youth Group: Famous Last Words.
Worship with Children in Service
No Youth Group (Memorial Day)

Thank You!
I would like to say thank you to all who donated food, made sandwiches, and traveled into Boston
for Common Cathedral last month. If it was not for such a generous congregation, we wouldn’t be
able to make the 200 sandwiches, 10 dozen hard boiled eggs, cheese sticks, clementines and a huge
supply of cookies! It certainly takes a village, and I am so thankful for ours!
Worship Busy Cart
I just wanted to bring everyone’s attention to a new cart that is in the front of the sanctuary (located
by the side door). This cart is available to anyone who has youth (or adults who would like to color!).
There are books to read, various things to color with, and some dry erase boards with markers. They
are welcome to anyone!
Be blessed! Katie
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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CE MEETING MINUTES: APRIL 2019
Present: Katie Welch, Jack Reed, Anthony Hale and Laurie Mckenna
Jack presented the committee with the books that Sharon Chase has gifted the CE program. We took
time and looked over all the books. Sharon is going to meet with the confirmation class, and discuss
her book “My First Introduction to the New Testament.”
We discussed the need to look at the Safe Church Policy again since it is supposed to be updated
every couple of years. Katie has been working on updating permission slip forms, medical release
forms etc. Jack also brought up about the Active shooter policy, and is going to share it with the
committee.
The end of the year is all planned out for youth group, “famous last words” lessons for the next
couple of weeks, the annual scavenger hunt which alumni are invited to, and the end of the year
cookout at the Hales.
Confirmation is planned for Sunday, June 9th.
Respectfully submitted,
Katie Welch
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Outreach Committee

Meeting minutes, April 28, 2019

Present: Jay Reed, Derek van Gulden, Charlie Brackett, Karen Coffin, Stephen Kalaghan, Ann
Kistner, Sarah Mowitt, Marge Schell, Darlene Spittle, Diane Westman, and Wendy Woodbury.
Jay Reed called the meeting to order at 11:35 with a prayer of Teresa Avila, a Spanish nun of the 16th
century.
Treasurer’s Report: The balance in the Wider Mission Treasury at the end of March was
$5,337.07. Receipts during the month included $2,819.62 from pledges. A check for $1,445 was
donated by our church to One Great Hour of Sharing. Disbursements were made during the month
to the UCC Massachusetts Conference Basic Support ($1180), as well as $300 to Big Brother, Big Sister
of Mass Bay and $500 to City Mission Society of Boston.
There are adequate funds in The Pastor’s Fund.
Scholarships for High School Graduates: The committee discussed the 52 applications from high
school seniors for our three $500 scholarships. Three recipients were selected and the scholarships
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will be awarded during the graduation ceremony at Rockport High School. Two scholarships are
funded by the MacLean Hooper Fund and one by the Outreach budget. The committee agreed that
our process and criteria for selection worked well.
Worship Service on May 19: The Outreach Committee will lead the Sunday morning worship
service on May 19. The theme will be about homelessness.
Coffee House: During a recent coffee house performance, $75 in donations were collected and
matched by the Coffee House treasury. This sum was matched by the Outreach Treasury and $300
was sent to Cape Ann Refugees. This process was repeated at a later Coffee House performance with
$300 collected and matched by the Coffee House treasury and the Outreach treasury with $1200 being
sent to Refugee Immigration Ministry.
Refugee Immigration Ministry (RIM): Currently, an Anglican Priest from Uganda is being
supported while he awaits a work permit.
Mozambique Cyclone Relief: The committee approved sending a donation of $100 to help victims
of the two cyclones that have hit during the past month. The donations will be sent through the UCC.
Open Door:

Our church will serve dinner on May 4.

Pot Luck Diners:

Fewer people are coming with 15 in attendance this past week.

Social Justice Subcommittee: A decision was made to divide the Easter offering of $1500 equally
between Casa Alitas and the International Rescue Committee for work in Yeman. Casa Alitas of
Arizona temporarily supports asylum seekers who have passed initial screening and have been
released from detention.
Family Promise North Shore Boston: The sub account treasury has adequate funds. The cots
currently used by clients will be replaced with air mattresses. The Taste of Promise, a fund-raiser, will
be held on May 1 at the Danversport Yacht Club.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45.
Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Mowitt

Our next meeting will be on May 5.
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The Old Sloop
13th Annual Film Series -Eastertide into Pentecost
Bring a friend and a dish for a night of food, film, and conversation.
Thursday evenings from May 2 to June 6
in Fellowship Hall
Share in a potluck supper starting at 5:00 pm.
Movie viewing 5:30 to 7:30 pm, followed by discussion.
Call (978) 546-6638 for more information.
May 2. The Green Book
A working-class Italian-American bouncer becomes the driver of
an African-American classical pianist on a concert tour into the
1960’s Deep South states. They begin their trek armed with The
“Negro Motorist Green Book,” a travel guide for safe travel
through America's racial segregation. As the disparate pair
witness and endure America's appalling injustices on the road,
they find a new-found respect for each other's talents and start to
face them together. In doing so, they would nurture a friendship
and understanding that would change both their lives. 2019
Academy Award for Best Film and Best Supporting Actor.

May 9. If Beale Street Could Talk
Adapted from novel by James Baldwin and set in early-1970s
Harlem, this movie is a timeless and moving love story of both a
couple's unbreakable bond and the African-American family's
empowering embrace, as told through the eyes of 19-year-old
Tish Rivers. A daughter and wife-to-be, Tish vividly recalls the
passion, respect and trust that have connected her and her artist
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fiancé Fonny. Friends since childhood, the devoted couple dream of a future together but their
plans are derailed when Fonny is arrested for a crime he did not commit. This film charts the
emotional currents navigated in an unforgiving and racially biased world as the filmmaker
poetically crosses time frames to show how love and humanity endure. 2019 Academy Award for
Best Supporting Actress.

May 16. Evelyn
This true story happened in 1953. Desmond Doyle is devastated
when his wife abandons their family on the day after Christmas. His
unemployment and the fact that there is no woman in the house to
care for the children -- Evelyn, Dermot, and Maurice -- make it clear
to the authorities that his is an untenable situation. The Irish courts
put the Doyle children into Church-run orphanages. Although a
sympathetic judge assures Desmond that he'll get his children back
after he gets a job, he learns there's another barrier. Irish law at that
time forbade children to be raised in a home without two parents.
He finds his way to reuniting his family. This film was recommended
by Mark and Wendy Woodbury.

May 23.
Brother Sun, Sister Moon
This 1972 film tells a story that took place in 13th-Century Italy about
Francis Bernardone, the son of an Assisi merchant, who renounces a
promising army career after returning from the Crusades. Instead, he
favors a monastic life and starts his own religious order, sanctioned
by Pope Innocent III. He becomes Saint Francis of Assisi. This film was
recommended by Jim Schell.

May 30. The Favourite
Set in the early 18th century,

England is at war with the

French. Queen Anne is extremely

frail, constantly ill and

temperamental, but has her

closest ally in Sarah, her
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child-hood friend and advisor. Sarah is measured and intelligent, and helps Anne make most of
her war-time decisions. Then, along comes Sarah’s cousin Abigail who is looking for an
opportunity to restore her position in society. It becomes a triangle of deceit, manipulation, and
vying for the attention -- and affection – and the trust of the queen. 2019 Academy Award for
Best Actress.

June 6. Bohemian Rhapsody
Bohemian Rhapsody is a foot-stomping celebration of Queen, their
music and their extraordinary lead singer Freddie Mercury. Freddie
defied stereotypes and shattered convention to become one of the
world’s most beloved entertainers. The film traces the meteoric rise of
the band through their iconic songs and revolutionary sound. They
reach unparalleled success, but in an unexpected turn Freddie,
surrounded by darker influences, shuns Queen in pursuit of his solo
career. Having suffered greatly without the collaboration of Queen,
Freddie manages to reunite with his bandmates just in time for the
Live Aid concert. While bravely facing a recent AIDS diagnosis, Freddie
leads the band in one of the greatest performances in the history of rock music. Queen cements
a legacy that continues to inspire outsiders, dreamers and music lovers to this day. (Written by
Twentieth Century Fox) The film features Queen’s performance at the 1985 Live Aid Concert at
Wembley Stadium in Britain to raise funds to respond to the needs of famine in Ethiopia.
2019 Academy Award for Best Actor.

This annual film series is sponsored by your
Old Sloop Team for Welcoming Ministry of Hospitality.
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OLD SLOOP COFFEEHOUSE TWO UPCOMING PERFORMANCES
Old Sloop Coffeehouse will present two concerts in May.
Saturday, May 4 at 7:30PM – The Honey Dewdrops with openers Mark
Mandeville and Raianne Richards
Laura Wortman and Kagey Parrish are the Honey Dewdrops: an award
winning, internationally touring husband and wife folk duet who perform
fresh, original songs focusing on vocal harmonies and tight instrumentation.
Influenced by traditional Appalachian music as well as contemporary
singer-songwriters, the Honey Dewdrops blend old styles with new, creating
music that is powerful and heartfelt.
Mark Mandeville and Raianne Richards are inheritors of a timeless legacy, creating music that is both
original and evocative of a rich tradition. Blending distinctive voices and a wide range of
accompaniment (guitar, harmonica, ukulele, clarinet, penny whistle, electric bass), their songs have
been well-received by audiences around the eastern United States and Canada since 2010.
Advance tickets for this concert cost $10, and the suggested contribution at the door is $12 for adults,
$8 for seniors, $5 for juniors, and $24 for families. Tickets will be sold at coffee hour after worship on
April 28.
Friday, May 31 at 7:30PM: – Upstate
Old Sloop Coffeehouse will wrap up its 10th season with a concert that promises to be a whole lot of
fun. Upstate is a hard-working ensemble whose repertoire is an adventurous blend of folk, R&B,
jazz, gospel, and rock and roll, mixing originals and well-chosen covers. The group features the
dynamic vocal trio of Mary Kenney, Melanie Glenn, and Allison Olender. The term "gorgeous
harmonies" certainly applies but seems inadequate: these three young women sing together as if they
are telepathically connected. They are backed by a rockin' rhythm section consisting of Harry
D'Agostino on bass and Dean Mahoney on cajón.
Advance tickets for this concert cost $15, and the suggested contribution at the door is $18 for adults,
$12 for seniors, $5 for juniors, and $36 for families. Tickets will be sold at coffee hour after worship
on May 26.
Tickets for both concerts can also be purchased from the Old Sloop Coffeehouse website at
oldsloopcoffeehouse.org, at John Tarr store in Rockport, at The Bookstore of Gloucester, and at the
door the night of the show (unless they have all been sold already).
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Weekly Church Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesdays at 5 pm

The Fellowship Hour Schedule for May
May 5 Darlene Spittle & Walter Vining
May 12 Jay Reed & Derek Van Gulden
May 19 Jack Reed & Steve Lindo
May 26 Wendy & Mark Woodbury

If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour by baking or
hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.
With Gratitude for our Church Servants for April
Ushers
April 7

Sarah Mowitt & Laura McKenna

April 14 Charlene Williams & Pam Basso
April 21 Barbara & Jay Reed
April 28 Susan Herron and Marilyn Lincoln
Readers
April 7

Mary Cresse and Liz Rice-Smith

April 14 John Coonley & Joe Chambers
April 21 Jack Reed
April 28 Susan Herron
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Website: www.rockportucc.org

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Rev. Derek van Gulden can be
reached at (508) 818-0616 or
revdvan@yahoo.com
________________________

Rev. Derek van Gulden
Office Manager

Nursery Care is available

_______________________
During non-business hours:

Pastor

Regina Reis
Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin
Youth director and
Interim Christian Ed. Director
Kaitlyn Welch

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Please submit articles to:
oldslooplog@rockportucc.org
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **

Sexton
Phil Bynarowicz

