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A Monthly Publication of
The First Congregational Church of Rockport, UCC
The Reverend Derek Van Gulden, Pastor

Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of faith
and offer you our support,
encouragement and love to the
end that all of us may grow in
the boundless mercy of God.
By loving and being loved,
forgiving and being forgiven,
serving and being served, let
us go forward together with
courage as Christ’s disciples
glorifying God by being fully
alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement

We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to
love one another as God loves
us, freely and un-conditionally.
Therefore, we covenant to
become an open and affirming
congregation welcoming
persons of every age, ability,
gender, race, sexual
orientation, gender identity,
socio-economic status, and
ethnicity into full membership
and participation in our
community life and ministry.
We embrace and support those
who experience rejection and
exile from spiritual community
and commit ourselves to the
struggle against injustice.

Beloved,
Hanging on the wall in my office
is a beautiful photo of a blue
door to a small church in
Luanda, Kenya. My sister
Stefanie gave it to me after we
returned from a visit to Western
Kenya in September of 2006. The church is one of the five churches
my dear friend the Rev. Simon Mbundu serves as the pastor. It is one
of my all-time favorite photos as it reminds me of the many doors’ I
have walked through or I should really say that God has guided me
through in my life. At a time when I had all but lost my faith stepping
through this door and experiencing what was on the other side
helped set me on a path to find my faith again.
After three weeks working with parish based orphan projects in the
western bush of Kenya I had noticed that each of the five parishes we
worked with had in excess of five hundred orphans in their
programs. When I spoke to Simon about the large number of orphans
he said; “The AIDs pandemic has wiped out at least one full
generation if not more, and I have orphans cropping up faster than
the corn.” My response was how could anyone believe in a God who
would allow such things to happen to children? Has the weeks went
on I became more disillusioned.
Simon kept encouraging me to read scripture and pray. So I tried
reading the beatitudes every day but the words seemed hallow.
Simon and I spoke often and I told him I had decided to leave
seminary and return to work as a Respiratory Therapist. Though I
continued to look for inspiration in scripture and by talking with
Simon I really felt lost. Then one morning while we shared a breakfast
of bananas, nuts, and chi tea he said to me; “Ask, and you will receive.
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Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Whoever
seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door is opened. (Matthew 7:7-8 Common English Bible)
At this point Simon walked me over to the blue door of his church and read the Matthew passage
again. Then he opened the door and invited me inside. The church was filled with children singing
hymns of praise to God in beautiful joyous voices. I walked in and sat on one of the benches in the
middle listening to the hymn. Eventually I began to sing with them. They even talked me in to
leading a chorus or two of; ‘I want Jesus to walk with me.’
After singing for an hour or so most of the children went off to school or to do their chores, but a few
teenagers stayed behind to talk with me. They shared their struggles, challenges, their favorite school
subjects and what they each wanted to be when they grew up. None mentioned their disappointment
with God, but all shared their love for God. After some prodding I even found myself sharing what I
wanted to be when I grew up, a pastor. Yes it just flowed right out me and seemed so natural. Behind
me I heard Simon laughing then saying; And to everyone who knocks, the door is opened.
This is just a small part of my story but a very important part. I ask you; “What doors have you
knocked on recently? And what doors have you passed through. I would love to hear your stories if
you choose to share them with me.
Shalom, Rev. Derek
________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the Practices of Faith in the United Church of Christ?
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
For the next 12 months, the Membership Committee will be offering selections from the
“Practices of Faith in the United Church of Christ.”This month’s selection features the Sacrament of
Communion. We hope that these writings will stimulate Your thinking about your faith and your
relationship to the First Congregational Church of Rockport.
The first pamphlet is about Communion, one of the UCC’s two sacraments, the other being Baptism.
In reading this material you will recognize that the practice is flexible. For instance, at the Old Sloop,
we currently serve communion the first Sunday of each month. Pamphlets are available in
Fellowship Hall and the School Street entrance. Look for the holder with membership information.
If you would like to read all 12 pamphlets sooner than one each month, the entire collection is
available on loan by callingthe church office: 978-546-6638, or Google
United Church of Christ Communion Pamphlet
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CABINET
Meeting Minutes: April 28, 2019
Subject to Approval
Present: Jack Reed, Moderator, chair, and Christian Education Committee; Rev. Derek van Gulden,
Pastor; Bruce Coates, Treasurer; Sue Herron, Diaconate; Stephen Kalaghan, Christian Outreach
Committee; Bonnie Gray, Trustees; Bob Cannon, Music Committee; Mark Jurewicz, Critical Incidents
subcommittee of Trustees; and Geof Lyon, Clerk and recording secretary.
Handouts: Agenda; Meeting of Church Cabinet March 17, 2019, Meeting Minutes - Subject to
Approval; Email RE: Cabinet Meeting This Sunday from Joe Chambers; Congregational Church
Projects; First Congregational Church of Rockport, Massachusetts Expenditure Policy; Register of
Deeds SUBDIVISION of Land in Rockport, Mass.
Action, Discussion, and Follow-up Items
Declaration of a quorum, approval of minutes.
Moderator Jack Reed observed that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 7:02PM.
Rev. Derek van Gulden led the assembly in prayer.
It was observed that the word "have" was missing from a paragraph of the minutes of the March 17
Cabinet meeting. The minutes were approved as amended by voice vote.
Status of Master Church Project List
Jack directed the Cabinet's attention to the email from Joe Chambers. Joe had asked for an update on
the status of the capital campaign, the steeple, outstanding projects, and next steps. He also requested
an explanation of the outcome of the equity line of credit/loan. Regarding the latter, Bruce Coates
explained that the loan was taken out at a time when the church knew neither how much the project
would cost nor how successful the fundraising would be. It was to be an emergency fallback so the
project wouldn't have to be abruptly halted. The funds were not needed, and the line of credit was
not used. It remains available. Jack walked through the list of projects and checked off the capital
campaign projects.
Status of the Narthex
Bonnie Gray reported that the Trustees agreed that the expenditure in the narthex should not exceed
the $19,358.68 that the church already has for that purpose. The most serious concern is the worn
thresholds that leave space beneath the front doors. Bill Elwell and Walter Vining are assessing the
situation. The Trustees plan to the replace the old acoustic tile on the ceiling with new tile and install
recessed lights. The narthex walls need repair and paint. There has been discussion of a ceiling over
the entryway and doors at the sides of the entryway to minimize the intrusion of cold air. There has
been discussion of putting glass into the upper half of the inner doors to the sanctuary and installing
locks and panic bars as a safety measure. The floor is OK as is, but the rugs should be replaced. There
has been discussion of supplemental heat.
FCCR Emergency Procedures Policy
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Mark Jurewicz distributed the FCC Rockport Emergency Procedures Policy. He explained that the
document was developed by the Critical Incidents Subcommittee of the Trustees that was formed
after the training from the Rockport Police Department. The document focuses on armed intruders,
bomb threats, disruptive behavior, earthquake, fire, firearms, and medical emergencies. It was agreed
that cabinet members would read the policy and be ready to discuss it at the next meeting.
Expenditure Policy
Jay Reed distributed the Policy for the Handling of Cash and Checks and explained that it was this
policy and not the Expenditure Policy that he wished to discuss. He observed that he often handles
donations for a variety of Outreach projects. He pointed out that it can be a challenge to observe the
guidelines described by the policy but reminded us that we should follow the policy as closely as
possible.
Verizon
The Verizon Wireless cell phone antenna is in operation.
Driveway separating us from 16 School Street
There has been some friction with our neighbor over the use of the driveway. Jack visited the registry
of deeds and was told that it is a joint right of way driveway. He distributed a site plan from the
registry that shows this. Rev. Derek will speak with the neighbor.
Officer Reports
Pastor: Rev Derek reported that we had a good Holy Week and that there was a good turnout for
Easter. There have been many funerals.
Treasurer: Bruce Coates distributed a report showing a Year to Date Operating Summary and a Cash
and Investment Summary as of March 31. Net income is within $350 of budget, so the finances are
doing well.
Committee Reports
Trustees: Bonnie reported that the Verizon Wireless antenna is operating and that Verizon is nearly
finished with their work. The fire suppression sprinkler heads have been installed high in the steeple
but are not yet connected to the system. Three exterior doors will be replaced. Chimemaster surveyed
the bell and identified a few minor problems that will be fixed by American Steeple and Tower. The
church engaged in a maintenance contract for the bell with Chimemaster.
Outreach: Steven Kalaghan reported that there were 50 applications for the church's three college
scholarships. The church donated $1,500 for One Great Hour of Sharing. The Easter offering was
$1,500 which will be split between Casa Alitas, which assists asylum seekers at the southern border,
and the International Rescue Committee for its relief efforts in Yemen. Attendees at the April 13
coffeehouse donated about $300 for Refugee Immigration Ministry. The coffeehouse matched that
sum, and the Outreach Committee matched the total, so $1,200 will go to RIM.
Christian Education: Jack reported that Rev. Sue has been getting a good response to her survey.
Adjournment

JUNE/JULY 2019

THE OLD SLOOP’S LOG

5

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00PM.
Date of Next Cabinet Meeting:
The Cabinet will meet in the Morgan Room at 7:00PM on May 19.
Respectfully submitted,
Geof Lyon, Clerk
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
__________________________________________________________________________________________

TRUSTEES
Meeting Minutes: May 13, 2019
Trustee Meeting – called to order at 7:01PM. Rev Derek opened the meeting with a prayer.
Present: Mark Jurewicz; Bonnie Gray; Walter Vining; Bill Elwell; Kevin Love; Chip Kistner; Rev.
Derek van Gulden; Geof Lyon, Building Study Committee.
Absent: Bruce Coates
•
•
•

Minutes: Minutes from the April 8, 2019 meeting were reviewed and approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Not reviewed.
Monthly Reviews:
Bank Statements: The backlog of bank statements through December 2018 have been
reviewed. Minor issues involving approval of Expenditure Request Forms and
reimbursements were noted and addressed by the Office Manager. Walt will review
January. February & March have been assigned to Chip and Kevin for review.
PEX Statements: All PEX statements have been reviewed with no issues noted.

Old Business:
•

•
•

Narthex Improvement Project – Due to the complexity of the project (8 prioritized items
considering input from various other committees within a specified budget) a motion was
made and approved to have the Building Study Committee (BSC) develop a written proposal
and submit to the Trustees for approval.
Exit Door Replacement – Doors have been ordered but not yet delivered.
Remaining Steeple Work – Eagle Fire Suppression has completed work on the sprinkler
system with help from American Steeple and Tower. AST still has some weather-stripping,
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penetrations for electrical work and the ladder installation to complete. Additional payments
will be made to AST for their assistance with the sprinkler system and adjustments to the bell.
Sanctuary Ceiling Paint – Building Science responded to Bill’s inquiries and requested
additional photos for review. Bill will continue to follow up with them.
Front Façade – BSC has been asked to develop RFPs to begin the bidding process.
Verizon Progress – The cell phone antenna is now operational. Verizon still needs to box in
the wires on the side of the church and replace the fence and landscaping.
Steeple Lighting – Still waiting for pricing of less expensive fixtures.
Critical Incident Committee Update – The CIC presented a finalized version of the
Emergency Procedure Policy to the Trustees via email for approval. The policy is now under
review by the Cabinet.
Bell Maintenance –The hammer has been repositioned but some other minor adjustments
need to be made as the bell intermittently misses strikings. An unrelated problem with loose
set screws caused the bell to stop ringing for a period of a few days. Geof fixed the problem.

New Business:
•
•

•

•
•

Use of Facility Request – NYRE has requested use of the facilities. Geof has volunteered to
coordinate. Request approved.
Funding New Website – The task force chartered by the Cabinet to rebuild the website and
rebrand the church has obtained estimates ranging from $6,800 to $9,000. It is unclear how this
project will be funded or who/how the new website would be maintained. Derek will explore
funding possibilities with the Treasurer.
Sexton’s Vacation Coverage – The need to provide coverage in the absence of the Sexton has
been identified. Various options were discussed but the issue will not be resolved prior to the
Sexton’s vacation next week.
Flower Pots – Flower pots placed on the front steps need to be positioned on the outer side of
the hand rails to not interfere with use of the hand rails.
Pews – Rev. Derek requested the first row of pews be repositioned to the rear sides of the
church and the 2 short walls be moved back accordingly. Geof noted a shorter 9-foot pew is
being stored in the music room that could be utilized in the sanctuary to allow space to
accommodate wheelchairs. Bill will coordinate repositioning of the pews.

A copy of this report will be forwarded to the editor of The Old Sloop Log. There being no further
business, the Board of Trustees adjourned at 8:32pm.
The next scheduled meeting of The Trustees is: Monday, June 10, 2019.
Walter Vining

Mark Jurewicz

Chair, Board of Trustees

Recording Secretary

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Stewardship
May 2019

Stewardship Log June-July
On May 16, the Stewardship Committee sponsored our spring fundraiser at
Shea’s Riverside restaurant in Essex. The sunset on the Essex River looked beautiful as friends and
members of the congregation filtered into the restaurant’s dining rooms. The turnout was excellent,
the conversation lively, and the food delicious. Liz Parillo was the big winner of the 50-50 raffle and
took home $260. The church profited $672.76 for the night from both the raffle and the restaurant’s
percentage donation from the evening’s sales.
Every fall during the Annual Pledge Drive, the Stewardship Committee selects witnessing stewards
to share why they choose to pledge to the church. We thought it would be encouraging to also hear
from supporters throughout the year to help us remain mindful of the many reasons we give to this
church whose missions are so important to us.
Would you consider sharing your thoughts about why you pledge? We’d like to print excerpts of
these comments periodically in the Old Sloop Log or the Sunday bulletin. We are looking for a few
sentences or a short paragraph. You might want to use the questions below as a prompt.
Why do you choose to pledge to The First Congregational Church of Rockport?
How does the church sustain you? What do you receive from the Church?
Does any particular aspect or ministry speak to you or encourage you to pledge?
How do you decide how much to pledge?
You may remain anonymous or allow us to print your name, just let us know.
If you are interested, please mail your comments to the church office at First Congregational Church,
12 School Street, Rockport, MA 01966, ATTN Stewardship. Alternatively, you may email your
thoughts to stewardship@rockportucc.org. Please put “WITNESS” in the subject line. We welcome
your thoughts throughout the year whenever you may be inclined to reflect, however we would love
to hear from some of you by July 7. Maybe you can take a few minutes to reflect right now!
Finally, we send best wishes for continued recovery to our former fearless chairperson, Sigi Lindo.
We love you, Sigi!
The committee did not meet in May and met again on June 18.
The Stewardship Committee,
Louisa Casadei-Johnson, Joe Chambers, Marcia Myers, Kathie McCarthy, and Fred Witte
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Christian Education
Youth Ministry News

JUNE CALENDAR
Sunday, June 2
Sunday, June 9
Sunday, June 16
Sunday, June 23

10:00
5:00 – 7:00
10:00
10:00
10:00

Communion with Children in Service
Youth Group: Scavenger hunt downtown
Worship with Children in Service
Youth Led Worship by Confirmation Class
Confirmation Sunday

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Christian Outreach Committee

MEETING MINUTES JUNE 16, 2019

Attending: Darlene Spittle, Ann Kistner, Marge Schell, Wendy Woodbury, Steve Kalaghan, Jay Reed
Meeting began about 11:30 with a prayer for justice and compassion.
The treasury has a $3,000 balance, and there is a somewhat low balance in the Pastor’s Fund,
although the May treasury account statement hasn’t found the Outreach mailbox yet.
There is one appeal pending for the Pastor’s Fund. All recent requests have far exceeded $100.
Potluck Wednesdays will be suspended until August 7 for the health and recreation of the volunteers.
There are other church activities occupying Fellowship Hall in July. Last Wednesday’s dinner was
attended by 25 guests. Next Wednesday’s dinner will be followed by a documentary movie and
discussion. Steve said he would ask Bean and Leaf and Brothers Brew to post potluck flyers.
We have just concluded our second Family Promise host week of 2019.Wendy said all of our guests
thanked us for our hospitality this week. Saturday’s dinner was complicated by a profusion of autos
on School St. The church parking lot was overfull, making it difficult for Bill to find a parking place at
8:30 for his overnight. A car belonging to a volunteer from First Baptist Church was ticketed at 5:30
pm on a quiet evening last week. We continue to struggle with food amounts and a shifting guest
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list. This week Ozzie and Linda from Rockport United Methodist Church were away, but their
church sent $50 to cover our expenses. We are using air mattresses- cots and mattresses and
backboards are finis. Katie invited us to use the CE part of the third floor for storage- each host
church gets 16 adult and 2 toddler mattresses, all twins. The adults mattresses are deep-18 inches.
Tucking in sheets when bed making is a problem. Wendy said the motion-activated outside light by
the preschool back door shines frequently at night, not sure why, maybe active rabbits. We spent
about $70 for kitchen supplies from the Family Promise sub account of the church during our host
week. The support churches donate the cost of supplies for the dinners they provide. Our volunteers
restored Fellowship Hall and the adjoining rooms by 8:30 after guests left on Sunday morning. We
host again on September 15. Family Promise North Shore Boston wants to divide host and support
churches by region , with FCC Rockport and its supports and Essex Congregational and its supports
meeting frequently. There will be more training dates for the region, also.
North Shore Pride Parade approaches, and announcements about the event have been made at
worship. We will assemble at 27 Congress St, Salem after 10 am on June 22.
The Social Justice Subcommittee will show a documentary film about the civil war in Yemen after pot
luck next Wednesday, June 26, 7:30 pm. A discussion will follow.The public is invited.
Jay is seeking sponsors for Refugee Immigration Ministry’s Walk for Refugees on June 30. Sponsors
are asked to supply their email address, and Jay will send a link to his walk page. Refugee
Immigration Ministry of Malden has been supporting immigrants fleeing homeland violence since
the 1980’s.
A church member gave another $100 to the Easter Offering, and that was sent to Casa Alitas in
Tucson, Az for their migrant services program. The church has given $865 to Casa Alitas from the
Easter Offering this spring.
We spoke about our next Action Shelter lunch making for Cape Ann Interfaith Commission, July 31.
Jay will seek volunteers about 10 days beforehand and will be away for that activity. Starting early in
July, Jay will seek volunteers for our August 17 Open Door dinner.
Respectfully submitted, James Reed
__________________________________________________________________________________________
MEETING MINUTES, MAY 5, 2019
Present: Jay Reed, Derek van Gulden, Charlie Brackett, Karen Coffin, Stephen Kalaghan, Ann
Kistner, Sarah Mowitt, Marge Schell, Darlene Spittle, and Wendy Woodbury.
Jay Reed called the meeting to order at 11:40 with a prayer.
Treasurer’s Report: The balance in the Wider Mission Treasury at the end of April was
$3,820.43. Receipts during the month included $848 from pledges. During the month, $4,757 was
disbursed to help those in need. Budgeted recipients included the UCC Massachusetts Conference
Basic Support ($1,180), as well as $500 to Cottage Hill Academy and $500 to Family Promise North
Shore Boston. In addition, the Easter offering of $1,500 was divided between disbursements to Casa
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Alitas, in Arizona for aid to asylum seekers ($765); and to the International Rescue Committee for
work in Yemen ($765). Another $100 was sent through the UCC to help those affected by two
cyclones in Mozambique. Additional funds for the Refugee Immigration Ministry were donated by
Coffee House attendees (see below).
There are adequate funds in The Pastor’s Fund. The committee discussed how we respond to
requests and the types of requests that are appropriate.
Worship Service on May 19: The Outreach Committee will lead the Sunday morning worship service
on May 19. The central theme will be about homelessness and we developed plans for this service.
Coffee House: During a recent coffee house performance, $300 in donations were collected for the
Refugee Immigration Ministry. These donations were matched by the Coffee House treasury. The
total was then matched by the Outreach Treasury for a total of $1,200 to help refugees in our area.
Family Promise North Shore Boston: Our church will host Family Promise guests during the week
of June 9.
North Shore Pride Parade will be held in Salem on June 22.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45.
Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Mowitt
_________________________________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP
MEETING MINUTES, JUNE 9, 2019
1. Present: Ruth Janet Taylor, Sigi Lindo, Geof Lyon, Jim Schell
2. Ruth Janet opened with Prayer.
3. Ruth Janet will meet with Pastor Derek about classes for new members, how
many and what is to be covered. Jim Schell will meet with Liz to ask about the
UCC, movie which we will review together.
4. The pamphlets on Practices of Faith in the UCC will be looked at as part of our
new membership meetings. Date TBD.
5. Updates on Panels on Activities and People
Geof discussed Information Panels (draft 1 March,2019) research on what might
work, Church activities. what should be coved and presentation that represents
a “voice” of the Church.
He indicated that the Cabinet needs to approve these panels and it may require
some buy in, to get approval and participation from other committees.
Geof and Jim will make a sample panel under “General category” of Staff
Personnel. Panel will be needed by June 16, Cabinet meeting. Jim will ask
Regina for pictures of Rev. Derek, Regina R., Phil S., Phil B., Katie W., Kristina
M. Geof will look into obtaining Oak Board and what printing will be needed. We
will be trying to meet the June 16 deadline.
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Other Panels for future may include Outreach, Music, Youth actives and all of
these will require pictures and thoughts on presentation,
Update :Thanks to Geof Lyon the deadline was meet and warmly received by
the Cabinet.
6. Opening the Doors of the Church was discussed and might be possible with
improvements to the Narthex including locked Sanctuary inner doors that have
larger viewing windows. Walking tours could arranged visit through the office
approval.
7. JCS will check with Regenia about how to get new summer hours in news
paper.
Membership Meeting June 6, 2019 final
8. Sigi and RJ will submit an article on Communion taken from (Practices of Faith
in the UCC) to go to Log. This was approved by membership committee
present.
9. Next Meeting, July 25 , 5pm at Church.
10. Mary Cresse resigned from the Membership Committee because of her work
scheduling and commitments. We will need to find a replacement for her.
Respectfully submitted, Jim Schell
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Documentary and Discussion about
the Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen
On Wednesday, June 26, at 7:30 p.m.
at 12 School Street, Fellowship Hall
The Social Justice Committee of First Congregational Church of Rockport will host a gathering to
feature a documentary movie and discussion about the humanitarian crisis in Yemen. The public
is invited.
The civil war in Yemen has roots in the Arab Spring movement of 2011, but has become a proxy
war between forces aligned with Saudi Arabia and those aligned with Iran, with the civilian
population of Yemen in between. At least three-quarters of the population needs some sort of
humanitarian assistance.
Every 10 minutes, a child under five years old dies in Yemen, according to the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
The US government equips the Saudi military despite a resolution passed by Congress to end
military assistance.
Please join us to learn more about this conflict and what we can do to help end it. For more
information: Jay Reed at rkptreed@verizon.net or (978) 546-2474 or
Rev. Derek VanGulden at revdvan@yahoo.com or
(978)-546-6638.
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UPDATE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
When the Capital Campaign began in 2014, the Trustees created a list of necessary building projects
with the Steeple repair taking top priority. It has occurred to us that the Congregation would
appreciate being apprised of the work that has been completed as well as projects still needing
attention.
The Capital Campaign raised $370,000 and the Town of Rockport’s CPC donations totaled
$264,000. Church funds were needed, but without the generous donations received from the
Congregation, the Town of Rockport and many other interested parties, these projects could not have
been completed. This report is accurate as of May 2019.
A sincere “Thank You” to all who helped in any way.
Completed Major Capital Campaign
Projects
Cost
Incomplete Projects in order of Priority
Steeple Repair (includes *Sanctuary rewire)
$946,702.91 Replace 3 exit doors
Other Capital Campaign
Projects
*Fellowship Hall Chimney
Waring Building New Doors
$5,195.00
*Evaluation of Sanctuary Ceiling Paint
Fellowship Hall Left Front Corner
Paint Waring Building
$9,700.00
Outside
Sanctuary Exterior Painting Front
Waring Building - other
$5,187.26
Church
Fellowship Hall Roof
$19,637.00 *Law Bldg. Door and Steps to Meet Code
Organ Repair
$14,100.00 *Sanctuary Painting
Total Other Capital Campaign
Projects
$53,819.26 Narthex Renovation
*Fellowship Hall Painting and DeCapital Campaign Fundraising Expenses
$16,466.30 leading
Completed Major Maintenance Projects
Fellowship Hall Floor
Steeple
$7,467.32
*Storage/egress Addition
Law Building Reception Area
$5,733.51
Full Organ Rehab
Law Building 2nd Floor Youth Rooms
$38,491.75 Law Bldg. Basement Windows
Law Building Other
$1,083.57
Office Updates
Air Duct Cleaning
$3,500.00
Sanctuary Furnace and Sprinkler
Repair & Paint end of kitchen and
Door lock at Pre-School Stairwell
$895.00
Access Door
Wiring for new Microphone system
$2,798.83
Waring Bldg. windows sash/lock
Garage Roof
$2,666.51
Parsonage
$1,044.79
Sidewalk
$3,737.00
*Capital Campaign Project
Total Major Maintenance
Projects
$67,418.28
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Old Sloop Fair is only a few weeks away!
Please make the Old Sloop
your donation location.
Rummage Sale on Saturday, July 13
Old Sloop Fair on Friday and Sat., July 19 and 20
The Fair is only a few weeks away! If you are doing your spring cleaning or cleaning out a
family home get your donations in! We gladly welcome donations that are clean and in good
condition. Times and locations will be posted around the church, on the church website, in
the Old Sloop Log, and on the Old Sloop Fair website.
We are accepting donations for the Fair on Saturdays, from 7 am to 10 am.
For more information on what will be accepted, please contact Michelle Elwell at
978-767-1562.
We will no longer be accepting LARGE pieces of furniture, books, electronics or
exercise equipment. Please do not leave furniture in the basement or the garage
without having it approved.
Volunteers are always welcome to help out at the fair.
And don’t forget donations for
our church rummage sale!
Clothes for all seasons -- indoor and outdoor -- sweaters, jeans,
jackets, t-shirts, formal and casual dresses, shoes, sandals, sneakers and boots, purses,
scarves, linens and window treatments. Please be sure they are clean and bagged/boxed
when you bring them to the church. Donations can be left on the cart in the foyer at
12 School Street, but most helpful would be to take them to the 3rd floor of the
Admin Building. Thank you for your support of the Old Sloop Church Rummage Sale.
We welcome the donation of the following items:
White Elephant:
Gently used kitchenware, flatware, utensils, pots and pans, casserole dishes, Pyrex, serving
platters and bowls of all sizes, colored glassware, serving pieces in good condition. And,
small working appliances
Boutique:
• Antiques, including small and medium sized furniture.
• Large pieces such as dressers must be previewed, given the difficulty of moving and
storing them
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Other good quality and marketable small furniture and
lamps
Vintage collectibles and ephemera

Art:
•

Paintings, good quality prints, sculpture, art supplies and
picture frames

Jewelry: costume and high-end, new and antique
New hand-knitted goods

1st

The
Old
Congregation
Sloop
Church
Fair!

The Yard sale at the Old Sloop Fair is On!
Thanks to Rev. Derek and his new team of “yard salers,” there will be an Outdoor Yard Sale
as part of the second weekend of the Old Sloop Fair. It will still offer tools, lamps, rugs,
garden supplies, small furniture, some pet items, and lots more. So, go back into your attics,
basements, garages and storage rooms and come back with treasures for the Fair.
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Old Sloop Fair is looking for BAGS!
Paper bags of all sizes with
handles and plastic bags, grocerystore size too!!! Please leave them
in the Lobby at 12 School Street
or call Michelle at 978-767-1562
to pick them up!

Sunday, June 30!
Please stay after Worship Service for a short time to pass
Rummage bags down from 3rd floor of Admin Building to
Fellowship Hall. Many hands make this job easier. That day
we will also be setting up tables and racks, if possible, to
begin the transformation for the sale.
After Sunday, June 30, please bring any rummage
including clothes and linens to Fellowship Hall for sorting
or even better join us for sorting on Monday, July 1 or
Tuesday, July 2 from 6-8 PM. The following week, Monday
through Thursday, July 8-11, from 6-8 PM.
Helpers are also needed from 7:30-3:30 the day of the
Rummage Sale on Saturday July 13. All are welcome to help
for any amount of time they can give. Thanks in advance
for your support.
Linda Kluge
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Starting July 7, Sunday Worship hours
will change to 9 a.m. This new time will continue
throughout the summer to September 1, Labor Day
weekend. On Sunday, September 8, we will go back
to our 10 a.m. Worship Service. Church office hours
will remain 9am to 2pm, Tuesday through Friday.

June 23 was Confirmation Sunday
The following young women were confirmed:
Jillian Osmond, Emma Fuller, and Rhiannon Hurst.
Please pray for them and support them in celebrating this life-affirming
sacrament when receiving a special grace by which our faith is deepened.
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A Photo and video library for our
A New Website for the Old Sloop Church
We are in the process of developing a new website for the church and will be gathering photos and
producing videos of events and candid occurences that represent church life here. We are
establishing a “photo and video library” where you can deposit photos pertaining to various
categories – the fairs and bazaars; worship services; youth activities; special events, such as weddings
and baptisms; concerts, etc. We will notify you when we will be ready for contribu-tions to this
important part of this project and will provide the instructions you will need to load us up with your
favorite images. In the meantime, sort through what you have in your stash. You’ll be hearing from
us over the next few months.
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Weekly Church Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THURSDAY MORNING

POTLUCK DINNER

BOOK GROUP

NO POTLUCKS IN JULY

MORGAN CONFERENCE ROOM

9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

The Fellowship Hour Schedule for June and July
June 2

Rick Kasten & Kathleen Morgan

June 9

Ann Kistner & Sue Morris

June 16 Liz Rice-Smith &
June 23 Diane Westman & Joe Chambers
June 30 Celene & Geof Lyon
All of July Liz Rice Smith and Guy Micalizzi

If there are any questions or concerns or if you would like to be a part of our fellowship hour by baking or
hosting, please contact Liz-Rice Smith or Wendy Woodbury.
With Gratitude for our Church Servants for May
Ushers
May 5

Dorothy Geiser & Kathie McCarthy

May 12 Karen and Joe Chambers
May 19 Linda and Steve Rowell
May 26 Celene Lyon and Andrena Huntsman
Readers
May 5

Peter Goodwin

May 12 Hope Norton
May 19 David Arsenault
May 26 Lou Cannon
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966
Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Website: www.rockportucc.org

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Rev. Derek van Gulden can be
reached at (508) 818-0616 or
revdvan@yahoo.com
________________________

Rev. Derek van Gulden
Office Manager

Nursery Care is available

_______________________
During non-business hours:

Pastor

Regina Reis
Music Director
Dr. Phil Swanson

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin
Youth director and
Interim Christian Ed. Director
Kaitlyn Welch

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Please submit articles to:
oldslooplog@rockportucc.org
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **

Sexton
Phil Bynarowicz

