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Our Covenant
We the members of this
congregation welcome you
with gladness into our lives.
We renew our covenant of faith
and offer you our support,
encouragement and love to the
end that all of us may grow in the
boundless mercy of God. By
loving and being loved, forgiving
and being forgiven, serving and
being served, let us go forward
together with courage as Christ’s
disciples glorifying God by being
fully alive.

Open and Affirming
Statement

We the members of the First
Congregational Church of
Rockport are called upon to love
one another as God loves us,
freely and unconditionally.
Therefore, we covenant to be an
Open and Affirming congregation
welcoming persons of every age,
ability, gender, race, sexual
orientation, gender identity,
socio-economic status,
nationality, ethnicity and
immigration status into full
membership and participation in
our community life and ministry.
We embrace and support those
who experience rejection and
exile from spiritual community
and commit ourselves to the
struggle against injustice.

Beloved,
In April of 2020 we started our weekly Old Sloop
Storytelling time on Wednesday afternoon which has
been going strong ever since. Each week ten or more of
us get together to share stories from our life’s journey.
Sometimes we have a theme to gently guide us but
most often someone picks up a thread from someone
else’s story which inspires them to share part of their
story.
This hour of storytelling has turned out to be a
beautiful gift in so many ways. It is time of fellowship
which during the pandemic has been a great blessing.
We have learned so much about each other, our
families, travel adventures, our individual journeys of
faith and so much more. We have discovered shared
experiences connections we never knew existed. We
laugh, cry, inspire, and pray together.
Give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; God’s love
endures forever. 2 Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their
story—those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,3 those he
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gathered from the lands, from east and west, from north and south. 4 Some wandered in
desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where they could settle. 5 They were hungry and
thirsty, and their lives ebbed away. 6 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and God
delivered them from their distress. (Psalm 107:1-6)
Storytelling is one of many ways together we practice Faith Formation. I encourage
each of you to join us some Wednesday at 3 pm. Come and share a story, come, and
listen to some good storytelling, come and be inspired by members of the Old Sloop
community.
Shalom, Rev. Derek
_____________________________________________________________________________
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR JUNE
June 3:

Rockport High School Graduation

June 16:

Last day of school for grades K - 11

June 20:

Father’s Day

______________________________________________________________________________
HELPING OPPORTUNITIES

The Membership Committee is looking for one additional committee member. Contact
Susan Lillis at sglillis56@gmail.com if you are interested in serving.
We hope you have enjoyed the images
and video clips that are shown with the
prelude, postlude, and other musical
selections in the virtual worship services.
If you enjoy taking photos and videos and
creating slide shows, please consider
joining our worship team and helping
with this important part of our online
services. There are many ways we could
collaborate, but the essence is that we would tell you the length of a musical selection
and ask you to create a slide show of that length. We would merge your slide show
with the music. The subjects of the slide show could be all kinds of things: nature, the
ocean, people, parades, other town events, etc. Please contact Rev. Derek
at pastor@rockportucc.org if you would like to discuss this.
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Congratulations to Rhiannon Hurst who performed her senior concert in front of the
church with her accompanists Steve Lacey, Guitar, Emmett Price IV, Drums and
Matthew Walsh, Bass. It was a beautiful day and the concert was well attended by
members of our church family and the community. Good luck to all of them as they
move on to college.
_____________________________________________________________________________
LIVING HISTORY BY DR. LIZ RICE-SMITH
Paving the Way for our 400th Commemorative. 1620 to 2021.
As noted in the first three essays in this series, November, 2020 marked 400 years since
our Congregationalist, “Separatist” forebears arrived at the tip of what we now call
Massachusetts. Virginia was their planned destination. And this November, 2021, we
will commemorate the 400 years since our forebears first shared a harvest feast with the
Wampanoag people of Patuxet/Plimoth, which we remember each Thanksgiving Day.
Each of our member congregations in the United Church of Christ does well to search
deeply into the past; to know where we came from; to explore how our past lives in us;
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to reflect on and repent what went wrong even while honoring, enlivening, and
renewing all that our faith invites us to celebrate.
This is the fourth essay in this series for us at First Congregational Church in Rockport,
we who have migrated and are migrating from many traditions, entering into Covenant
here, written for us to gain a view on the history, people, and terrain which led to this
adventure of emerging Congregationalism in North America.
In studying the several histories which our Old Sloop congregation’s historians have
written over the years, I noted that on August 1, 1940, when Europe was embroiled in
WWII, and a year before the US entered in, our church historian Ralph G. Lucas
published a short history, titled “The First Parish.” To review from the first three essays
in this series, Rev. Oviatt E. Desmond, pastor at that time, wrote an interesting
Foreword to Lucas’ history in which he noted that Lucas detailed “amusing stories of
Church Discipline, fiery resolutions on the Slavery Question, anecdotes revealing the
hardihood of our forebears, Money Problems and ways of paying salaries, school
teacher pastors, spiritual depressions and subsequent revivals, early church music, the
parish building schools and roads and so on, making these pages fascinating.”
Rev. Desmond went on to note, however, that “it was impossible to record everything
as our history is so rich in worthwhile and amusing facts.” Rev. Desmond continued,
writing, “The general background of our denomination, beginning with the hanging of
five men in England between 1383 and 1593 for being ‘Separatists’ and going along
through the establishment of the Congregational Church in America by the Pilgrims at
Plymouth, has by necessities of space been omitted. This study deals mainly with the
first century and a half of our local history.”
So it is that here, in the spirit of commemorating the 400th year of the Separatist/Pilgrim
arrival in North America, and heeding the note of Pastor Desmond, we may find it
useful and maybe even interesting and inspiring, to know a bit - month by month.
reading in The Log - about what led the way to all that means so much to us, today.
In the first three essays of this series, we learned about Wycliffe, known as the Morning
Star of the Reformation, how his views were initially found to be compelling to many,
including a group of laymen called Lollards, and then over time, how many more
people were compelled by their views. We have learned that the impact of the plague,
coursing across Asia into the Continent and across to Britain, significantly contributed
to the development of Protestant-leaning thought. We have focused on the imprint
made and left on religious life in Britain by King Henry VIII, establishing the Church of
England with himself as the Head of that church, and wrenching his people from the
Roman Church, as it had been for centuries.
In this essay, we consider further the history of the unfolding of key religious ideas and
practices which brought their proponents to death by execution, convicted as heretics
by Catholic and Anglican ecclesiastical leaders as well as leaders of state.
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We turn to John Foxe’s “Book of Martyrs” to gain a clearer sense of what beliefs and
practices led Protestant-leaning martyrs on the Continent and in Britain to bring witness
to their faith, getting examined, convicted, and executed as heretics. After the death of
King Henry VIII, his daughter Mary was crowned queen of England and Ireland (1553 1558). A pronounced Roman Catholic, she is notably remembered for her vigorous
attempts to reverse the English Reformation and restore to the Roman church property
which had been confiscated during the two previous reigns. During her brief five-year
reign, more than 280 protestant-leaning people were burned at the stake in Marian
persecutions. Queen Mary was known as Mary Tudor and “Bloody Mary.” As noted in
the May issue of The Log, colleagues from England continued to inform John Foxe, then
on the continent, of executions of Protestants in England during her reign, sending him
written accounts from which he brought writings in his “Book of Martyrs” up to 1556.
“Book of Martyrs” was first printed in 1559, the year after the accession to the throne of
the Protestant Queen Elizabeth I. John Foxe then returned to England and in London
devoted himself to completing his manuscript. In 1560, he was ordained a priest in the
Church of England, researching official registers, interviewing eyewitnesses, and
perusing written accounts. Foxe completed his work, March 1563, printed and naming
it “Acts and Monuments of these Latter and Perillous Dayes.” Immediately, his book
acquired the popular name, “The Book of Martyrs,” and in 1570 he published a second
edition, with some additional changes in his third (1576) and fourth (1583) editions.
In “The Book of Martyrs,” John Foxe wrote extensively of an earlier time, making
significant note of the life, witness,
and death of John Huss. Foxe has
ably left for us a map by which we
can consider the international
pathways by which these preReformation people, practices, and
ideas brought about significant
challenges and changes. Here, we
consider how some of that came to
be.
John Huss was peasant-born in 1373
in Husinecz, Bohemia who became
deeply involved with the writings
of Wycliffe. How this occurred is
quite a story, one resulting from the royal marriage between an English king and his
Bohemian wife. John Huss’ studies were completed at the University of Prague, where
he earned, in 1394, a Bachelor of Theology and then two years later, a Master of
Theology. In 1401 he was ordained a priest, while maintaining a teaching connection
with the University. In 1402, he was appointed “rector.” At this time, Bohemia was torn
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by intense rivalry between the Germanic and the Slavonic/Czech elements of the
population. The Czech group was highly motivated by ideas of their racial superiority
and Bohemian autonomy.
Bohemia had previously been little associated with
England. It was by the marriage of Anne (1366 1394), a Bohemian from the Continent, to England’s
King Richard II (1367 - 1400) that the Bohemians in
Europe came to have knowledge of John Wycliffe’s
books and beliefs. With one of their own becoming
Queen of England, Bohemian students became
attracted to Oxford University in Britain, learning
from Wycliffe, and bringing Wycliffe’s writings and
doctrinal interpretations back to Bohemia, especially
to the University of Prague. Originally from Prague,
this Queen of England was still a member of the
House of Luxembourg, the eldest daughter of
Charles IV, Holy Roman Emperor and King of
Bohemia and Elizabeth of Pomerania. King Charles IV (1346 - 1378) did much for that
land, bringing about remarkable intellectual and political development during the
fourteenth century. In 1344 he secured the establishment of Prague as an archbishopric,
releasing Bohemia from ecclesiastical dependence on Mainz. Four years later, he
procured the foundation of a university in Prague. At that time, in Europe, in no
country was the church more largely a landholder,
or the clergy more worldly than in Bohemia.
During the Bohemian reign of King Charles IV, a
series of preachers of power stirred Bohemia,
opposing clerical corruption, emphasizing the
Scriptures as the rule of life, and seeking more
frequent participation in the Lord’s Supper. These
clerics stirred Bohemians to be ready for John
Huss’s teachings.
A kind woman, and young, Queen Anne was
popular with the British people and had
considerable influence, for example in tirelessly
trying to intercede on behalf of the people,
procuring pardons for participants in the Peasants
Revolt of 1381. She also made several high-profile
intercessions, in 1384 saving the life of John Northampton, a former mayor of London,
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convincing Richard II to commit him to lifelong
imprisonment rather than a death sentence.
Queen Anne’s most famous act of intercession
was on behalf of the citizens of London in a
ceremonial reconciliation of King Richard II with
London in 1392, memorialized in Richard
Maidstone’s “Reconciliation of Richard II with
the City of London.” As noted above, it was by
her influence that Christian scholars from
Bohemia studied at Oxford and became aware of
Wycliffe’s writings about the Gospels. Wycliffe’s
teachings exerted a powerful influence on the
thinking and spiritual life of John Huss, who
became a great propagator of Bohemian Wyclifism, and in whom all Czech nationalist
aspirations were to have an ardent, brilliant, and tireless advocate.
More conservative than Wycliffe, though, Huss did not renounce transubstantiation,
but like Wycliffe, Huss held that the church consisted of the predestinate only, of whom
the true head is not the Pope but Christ. Huss’ view of church “law” was derived from
the New Testament, and life best lived in Christ-like humility, simplicity, and poverty.
Huss wrote and saw to publication a commentary on the “Sentences’ of Peter
Lombardy, and in most of his sermons and treatises, Huss integrated the thoughts and
language of Wycliffe. By 1402, Huss became the preacher at the Bethlehem Chapel in
Prague, gaining immense popular following through his fiery sermons preached in the
Bohemian language. Though Wycliffe’s views were condemned by the majority of the
university, by 1403 Huss’s preaching had, at first, the support of Archbishop Zbynek
(1403 - 1411). Huss’ criticisms of the clergy, however, gradually turned this favor to
opposition. This Roman clerical opposition increased as it became more evident that
Huss was essentially in agreement with Wycliffe. Huss’ emphasis on the Bible and
trusting the Scriptures, “desiring to hold, believe, and assert whatever is contained in
them as long as I have breath in me,” got him into deeply troubled waters.
The split between the Germans and the Czechs in Prague loomed large, with the Czechs
gaining ground and the Germans being forced to leave. All this amidst European
politics, with two popes vying to rule all of Christendom. A Church Council was called
at Pisa in 1409 to settle matters of papal authority. Both popes were deposed and
Alexander V was elected as the legitimate pontiff although the previous two continued
to rule their factions. Pope Alexander V was bribed to side with Bohemian church
authorities against Huss, who continued to criticize them and the Roman Church’s
emphasis on church doctrine and church policy instead of Scripture and practices of
faith. Huss was forbidden to preach and formally excommunicated but with
considerable backing from local Bohemians, continued to preach and minister at
7
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Bethlehem Chapel. Pope Alexander V was succeeded by Pope John XXIII who
authorized the selling of indulgences to raise funds for his crusade against one of his
rivals. Huss was outraged and further radicalized by this, refusing to justify any moral
authority of the Pope. Huss preached even more heavily from the Bible, proclaiming it
as the final authority for the Church. He also pronounced that the Czech people were
being exploited by the Pope’s selling of indulgences, which was also a not-so-veiled
attack on the King of Bohemians, Wenceslaus, who got a cut of the proceeds from
selling indulgences.
Not surprisingly, losing the support of Bohemian King Wenceslaus, Huss’
excommunication was revived. An interdict was put on the city of Prague, by which no
citizen could receive Communion or be buried on consecrated ground as long as Huss
continued his ministry. At this point, according to John Foxe, “being so
excommunicated, that no mass must be said where [Huss] was present, the people
began mightily to grudge and to cry out against the prelates and other popish priests,
accusing them as being simoniacs, covetous, proud; sparing not to lay open their voices,
to their great ignominy and shame, and much craving reformation to be had of the
clergy.” (p. 96.) To spare the people of Prague, late in the year 1412, Huss withdrew to
the country side and engaged in his writing of numerous treatises. In his most
important treatise, “The Church,” which Huss sent to Prague to be read publicly, he
argued that Christ alone is head of the Church, that a pope “through ignorance and love
of money” can make many mistakes, and that to rebel against an erring to pope is to
obey Christ.”
John Foxe wants us to know that “During all this time of Pope John [XXIII], there were three
Popes reigning together, neither was yet the schism ceased, which had continued the space,
already, of thirty-six years; by reason whereof a General Council was holden at Constance in
A.D. 1414, being called by Sigismund the Emperor, and Pope John XXIII. These three Popes
were John, whom the Italians set up; Gregory, whom the Frenchmen set up; Benedict, whom the
Spaniards placed. In thos schismatical ambitious conflict every one defended his Pope, to the
great disturbance of Christian nations. This Council endured three years and five months. Many
great and profitable things to the glory of God and public profit might have been concluded, if the
rotten flesh of the churchmen could have bidden the salt of the Gospel, and if they had loved the
truth.” (p. 98.)
Pope John XXIII was “deposed by the decree of the Council, more than three and forty most
grievous and heinous crimes being proved against him: as that he had hired Marcilius
Parmensis, an physician, to poison Alexander, his predecessor; further, that he was a heretic, a
simoniac, a liar, a hypocrite, a murderer, and enchanter, and a dice-player. Finally, what crime
is it that he was not infected withal?” (p. 98.)
While the Council at Constance was principally convened to “quieting the schism between
the three Popes; yet notwithstanding, a great part thereof was for the cause of the Bohemians,
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and especially for John Huss.” (p.99.) He was summoned to appear at the Council at
Constance, departing Prague on the ides of October, 1414, accompanied by two
noblemen, Wenceslaus of Duba, and John of Chum. Passing through many cities in
Germany, approaching Constance, Huss was greeting warmly by a number of people,
those who hosted him as well as general citizens and curaes. “And if it happened that
there were any bruit or noise before of his coming, the streets were always full of people who were
desirous to see and gratify him; especially at Nuremburg, where there were many curates who
came unto him, desiring him that they might talk with him secretly, unto which he answered:
that he loved much rather to show forth his mind openly before all men than in hugger-mugger,
for he would keep nothing close or hidden. So after dinner, until it was night, he spake before the
priests, senators, and divers other citizens, insomuch that they had him in great estimation and
reverence.” (p. 100.) Between the time John Huss arrived in Constance on November 3,
1414, and was burned at the stake on July 6, 1415, he was examined repeatedly,
charged, tried, “shut up” in an abbey prison, suffered illness, and convicted, described
in great detail by John Foxe.
These are the charges made against John Huss by his accusers:
“He doth err about the sacraments of the Church, and especially about the sacrament of the body
of Christ, forasmuch as he hath openly preached, that it ought to be ministered openly unto the
people under both kinds, that is to say, the body and blood. Moreover, it is affirmed by divers,
that he hath taught both in the schools and in the church, or at the least that he doth hold this
opinion that after the words of consecration pronounced upon the altar, there remaineth still
material bread in the sacrament.
He doth err as touching the ministers of the Church, forasmuch as he saith, that they cannot
consecrate or minister the sacraments when they are in mortal sin. Moreover he saith, that other
men beside priests may minister the sacrament.
He doth not allow and admit that the church signifieth the Pope, cardinals, archbishops, and the
clergy underneath them.
He saith, that the Church hath no power of the keys, when the Pope, cardinals, and all other of
the priests and clergy are in delay sin.
He holdeth opinion that every man hat authority to invest and appoint any man to the cure of
souls. This is evident by his own doings, forasmuch as may in the kingdom of Bohemi by their
defenders and favorers, or rather by himself, were appointed and put into parish churches, which
they have long ruled and kept, not being appointed by the apostolic see, neither yet by the
ordinary of the city of Prague.
He holdeth opinion, that a man, being once ordained a priest or deacon, cannot be forbidden or
kept back from the office of preaching. This is likewise manifest by his own doings, forasmuch as
he himself could never be letted from preaching, neither by the apostolic see, nor yet by the
Archbishop of Prague.”
Moreover, when there were questions moved amongst the divines of the University of Prague
upon the forty-five articles of John Wickliff, and they had called a convocation, and all the divines
9
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of Bohemia had concluded that every one of those articles was either heretical, seditious, ,or
erroneous; he alone held the contrary opinion, that none of those articles were either heretical,
seditious, or erroneous, as afterwards he did dispute, hold and teach, in the common schools of
Prague; whereby it is evidently enough foreseen, that he doth affirm those articles of Wickliff,
which are not only condemned in England, but also by the whole Church. (pp. 105 - 107.)
Deliberations continued, during which time John Huss was ill with ague, which was
“fervent and extremely upon him’ (p. 107.) and even so, he continued to write, to edify
and communicate his theological and ecclesiastical ideas. Though requested, he was
“plainly and utterly denied” (p. 107.) an advocate to represent him before the Council of
Constance and, “the reason that the masters commissioners brought against it was this: that
the plain canon doth forbid that any man should be a defender of him who is u\suspected of
heresy. The vanity and folly of the witnesses was such that if they had not been both the accusers
and judges themselves, there should have needed no confutation. Thus, John Huss remained in
the prison of the convent of the Franciscans, until the Wednesday before Palm Sunday; and in
the mean season, to employ his time, he wrote certain books of the commandments, of the love
and knowledge of God, of matrimony, of penance, of the three enemies of mankind, of the prayer
of our Lord, and of the supper of our Lord.” (pp. 107 - 108;)
John Foxe also noted for his readers, even centuries later, that “The same day, Pope John
XXIII changed his apparel, and conveyed himself secretly out of Constance, fearing the judgment
by which afterwards he was deprived of his papal dignity by reason of most execrable and
abominable forfeits and doings. This was the cause that John Huss was transported and carried
unto another prison; for the Pope’s servants, who had the keeping of John Huss, understanding
that their master was fled, delivered up the keys of the prison unto the Emperor Sigismund, and
to the cardinals, and followed their master the Pope. Then, by the consent of the Council, the said
John Huss was put into the hands of the Bishop of Constance, who sent him to a castle on the
other side of the river Rhine, not very far from Constance, where he was shut up in a tower with
fetters on his legs, that he could scarce walk in the day-time and at night he was fastened up to a
rack against the wall hard by his bed.”
(p.108.)
John Foxe went on to describe that “In the mean season, certain noblemen and gentlemen of
Poland and Bohemia did all their endeavor to purchase his deliverance, having respect to the
good renown of all the realm, which was wonderful defamed and slandered by certain naughty
persons.” (p. 108.) They were, however, so mocked and derided that they decided to put
in writing their support for Huss, and to present it to the Council.
“When Master John Huss was freely of his own accord come unto Constance, under safeconduct, he was grievously imprisoned before he was heard, and at this present is tormented both
with fetters, and also with hunger and thirst. Master John Huss, neither being convicted nor
condemned, no not so much as once heard, is taken and imprisoned, and is so weakened with thin
and slender diet, that it is to be feared, lest that, his power and strength being hereby feared, lest
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that, his power and strength being hereby consumed and wasted, he should be put in danger of
his wit or reason.” (pp. 108 - 109.)
Others, including barons and lords brought supplication to the Emperor for Huss to be
brought before the Council, but “When John Huss was brought forth again before the whole
assembly, a strange and shameful matter happened. They had scarcely read one article, and
brought forth a few witnesses, but, as he was about to open his mouth to answer, all this mad
herd began so to cry out upon him, that he had not leisure to speak one only word. The noise and
trouble was so great and so vehement, that a man might well have called it a bruit of wild beasts,
and not of men; much less was it to be judged a congregation of men gathered together, to
determine so grave and weighty matters.” (p. 110.) Finally, the matter came to the point that
it was determined to end the meeting of Council and to put off any further proceeds to
the “day after the morrow, to proceed in judgment.” (p. 111.)
“On that day, which was the seventh of June [1415], somewhere about seven of the clock, the sun
a little before having been almost wholly eclipsed, this same flock assembled in the cluster of the
friars minor, and by their appointment John Huss was brought before them, accompanied with a
great number of armed men. Thither went also the emperor, whom the noble men, Lords
Wenceslaus de Duba and John de Clum, did follow, to see what the end would be.” (p. 111.)
Hearings proceeded and ended that day with the emperor himself telling John Huss,
“forasmuch as divers have told us, what we may not, or ought not, of right to defend any man
who is a heretic, or suspected of heresy; therefore now, we give you counsel that you be not
obstinate to maintain any opinion, but that you do submit yourself unto the authority of the holy
Council, which thing if you do, we will give order that the Council shall suffer you to depart in
peace, with an easy penance. Which thing if you, contrariwise, refuse to do, the presidents of the
Council shall proceed against you, And, for our part, be ye well asslurleld, that we will sooner
make the fire with our own hands, to burn you withal, than we will suffer any longer that you
shall maintain or use the stiffness of opinions, which you have hitherto used.” (pp. 115 - 116.)
The assemblage reconvened the next day, June 8, 1415, and John Huss was brought into
the gathering. In his presence, “there were read the articles, which they said, were drawn out
of his books. Huss acknowledged all those that were faithful and truly collected and gathered, to
be his; of which sort there were but very few.” (p. 116.) The Articles that were drawn from
the books of Juhn Huss, requiring him to respond are as follows:
“Peter never was, neither is the head of the holy universal Church.
If he that is called the vicar of Jesus Christ, do follow Christ in his life, then he is his true vicar.
But, if so be he do walk in contrary paths and ways, then is he the messenger Antichrist, and the
enemy and adversary of St. Peter, and of our Lord Jesus Christ, and also the vicar of Judas
Iscariot.
The papal dignity hath his original from the Emperors of Rome.
No man would reasonably affirm (without revelation) either of himself or of any other, that he is
the head of any particular Church.
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The Pope’s power as vicar is but vain and nothing worth, if he do not confirm and address his life
according to Jesus Christ, and follow the manners of St. Peter.
The cardinals are not the manifest and true successors of the other apostles of Jesus Christ, if
they live not according to the fashion of the apostles, keeping the commandments and ordinances
of the Lord Jesus.
A heretic ought not to be committee to the secular powers to be put to death, for it is sufficient
only that he abide and suffer the ecclesiastical censure.’ (p. 116 - 119.)
To each of these Articles, John Huss responded, lucidly. and in response to the last, he
had this to say: “These are my words, ’They might be ashamed of their cruel sentence and
judgment, especially forasmuch as Jesus Christ, Bishop of both the Old and New Testament,
would not judge such as were disobedient by civil judgment, neither condemn them to bodily
death.’ A heretic ought first to be instructed and taught with Christian love and gentleness by
the holy Scriptures. But if there were any, who, after gentle and loving admonitions and
instructions, would not cease from their stiffness of opinions, but obstinately resist against the
truth, such, I say, ought to suffer corporal or bodily punishment.” (p. 119.)
The Council proceedings continued, as detailed by John Foxe in his “Book of Martyrs,”
and on July 5, 1415, at prison, the day before his condemnation, John Huss appeared
before four bishops, accompanied with Lords Wenceslalus de Duba and John de Clum,
sent by the Emperor Sigismund, to “learn of him what he did intend to do.” (p. 124.)
“When he was brought out of prison unto them, John de Clum began first to speak unto him,
saying ‘Master John Huss, I am a man unlearned, neither am I able to counsel you, being a man
of understanding: notwithstanding I do require you, if you know yourself guilty of sony of those
errors which are laid against you, that you sill not be ashamed to alter your mind: if
contrariwise, I would not that you should do anything against your conscience, but rather suffer
any punishment, than deny that which you have known to be the truth.’
Unto whom John Huss, turning himself, with lamentable tears said: ‘Verily, I do take the
Most High God for my witness, that I am ready with my heart and mind, if the Council can
teach me any better by the holy Scripture, to alter my purpose.’
Then one of the bishops who sat by, said unto him, that he would never be so arrogant, that he
would prefer his own mind before the judgment of the whole Council.
To whom John Huss answered: ‘If he who is the least in all this Council can convict me of
error, I will, with an humble heart and mind, perform whatsoever the Council shall require of
me.’
‘Mark,’’ said the bishops, ‘how obstinately he doth persevere in his errors.’
And when they had thus talked, they commanded the keepers to carry him again to prison.”
(pp. 124 - 125.”
The detail which John Foxe provides in his Book of Martyrs gives real texture to what
occurred at that time, culminating in 1415. Imagine this book in the households, on the
tables of thousands and thousands of Protestant-leaning Christians, including many of
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our Separatist/Congregationalist forebears, in Britain and on the Continent. Imagine
those who lived through these events in their lifetimes, and then then, imagine the
impact on so many of our forebears, 150 - 175 years later, turning these pages and
reading what happened, holding Foxe’s book, in editions published from 1563, 1570,
1576, and 1583, respectively:
“The next day after, which was Saturday, the sixth day of July, there was a general session
holden of the princes and lords, both of the ecclesiastical and temporal estates, in the head church
of the city of Constance, the Emperor Sigismund being president in his imperial robes and habit;
in the midst whereof there was made a certain high place, being square about like a table, and
hard by it there was a desk of wood, on which the vestments pertaining nut priesthood were laid
for this cause, that before John Huss should be delivered over unto the civil power, he should be
openly spoiled of his priestly ornaments. When John Huss was brought thither, he fell down
upon his knees and prayed a long time.
The proctor of the Council required that they might proceed unto the definitive sentence.
Then a certain bishop, who was appointed one of the judges, repeated those articles which we
have before remembered. John Huss went about briefly, with a word or two, to answer unto every
one of them; but as often as he was about to speak, the Cardinal of Cambray commanded him to
hold his peace, saying, ‘Hereafter you shall answer all together, if you will.’ Then said John
Huss: ‘How can I at once answer all these things which are alleged against me, when I cannot
remember them all?’ Then said the Cardinal of Florence: ‘We have heard thee sufficiently.’
But when John Huss, for all that, would not hold his peace, they sent the officers who should
force him thereunto. Then began he to entreat, pray, and beseech them, that why would hear him,
that such as were present might not credit or believe those things to be true which were reported
of him. But when all this would nothing prevail, he, needing down upon his knees, committed
the whole matter unto God, and the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘O Lord Jesu Christ! Whose Word is
openly condemned here in this Council, unto Thee again I do appeal, Who when Thou was evil
entreated of Thine enemies, didst appeal unto God Thy Father, committing Thy cause unto a
most just Judge; that by Thy example, we also being oppressed with magnifies wrongs and
injuries, should flee unto Thee.’
When he had spoken these words, one of them, who was appointed judge, read the definitive
sentence against him:
‘Forasmuch as one John Huss, the disciple of John Wickliff, hath taught, preached and
affirmed the articles of Wickliff, which were condemned by the Church of God; especially
resisting in his open sermons, and also with his adherents and accomplices in the schools, the
condemnation of the said articles of Wickliff, and hath declared him the said Wickliff, for the
favor and commendation of his doctrines, before the whole multitude of the clergy and people, to
be a catholic man, and a true evangelical doctor.’
‘Wherefore, this most sacred and holy Council of Constance, doth condemn and reprove all
those books which the said John Huss wrote; and doth decree, that they all shall be solemnly and
openly burned in the presence of the clergy and people of the city of Constance, and elsewhere;
13

THE OLD SLOOP’S LOG

JUNE 2021

adding, moreover, that all his doctrine is worthy to be despised and eschewed of all faithful
Christians. This sacred Synod doth straitly command, that diligent inquisition be made for such
treatises and works; and that such as are found, to be consumed with fire.
‘Wherefore, this most sacred and holy synod, determineth, pronounceth, and decreerh that
John Huss was and is a true and manifest heretic, and that he hath preached openly errors and
heresies, despising the keys of the Church, and ecclesiastical censures. In the which his error, he
hath continued with a mind altogether indurate and hardened by the space of many years, much
offending the faithful Christians by his obstinacy and stubborness, when he mad egis appeal unto
the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Most High Judge.
‘Whereupon the said synod judgeth him to be condemned as a heretic; and reproveth the said
appeal as injurious, offensive, and done in derision unto the ecclesiastical jurisdiction; and
judgeth the said Huss not only to have seduced the Christian people by his writings and
preacings, neither to have been a true preacher of the Gospel of Christ, but also to have been an
obstinate and stiff-necked person, such a one as doth not desire to return again to the lap of our
holy mother the Church, neither to abjure the errors and heresies which he hat openly preached
and defended. Wherefore this most sacred Council decreeth that the said John Huss shall be
deposed and degraded from his priestly orders and dignity.’ ” (pp. 125 - 128.)
John Foxe continues to detail all that next occurred, relying on documents which he
carefully researched and confirmed as authentic.
“While these things were thus read, John Huss, albeit he was forbidden to speak,
notwithstanding, did often interrupt them; and especially when he was reproved of obstinacy, he
said with a loud voice: ‘I was never obstinate, but as always heretofore, even so now again I
desire to be taught by the holy Scriptures.’ When his books were condemned, he said, ‘Wherefore
have you condemned those books, when you have not proved that they are contrary to the
Scriptures/‘ And oftentimes looking up unto heaven, he prayed.
When the sentence and judgment were ended, kneeling down upon his knees, he said: ‘Lord
Jesus Christ! forgive mine enemies, by whom Thou knowest that I am falsely accused, and that
they have used false witness and slanders against me; forgive them, I say, for Thy great mercy’s
sake.’ This his prayer, the greater part, and especially the chief of the priests, did deride and
mock.
At last the seven bishops who were chosen out to degrade him of his priesthood, commanded
him to put on the garments pertaining unto priesthood. When he came to the putting on of the
able, he called to his remembrance the white vesture which Herod put on Jesus Christ to mock
Him withal. So likewise, in all other things he did comfort himself by the example of Christ.
When he had now put on all his priestly vestures, the bishops exhorted him that he should yet
alter his purpose, and provide for his honor and salvation. Then he, being full of tears, spake
unto the people in this sort:
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‘These lords and bishops do exhort and counsel me, that I should here confess before you all that I
have erred; which thing to do, if it were such as might be done with the infamy and reproach of
man only, they might peradventure easily persuade me thereunto; but now truly I am in the
sight of the Lord my God, without Whose great ignominy and grudge of mine own conscience, I
can by no means do that which they require of me. With what countenance then should I behold
the heavens? With what face should I look upon them whom I have taught, whereof there is a
great number, if, through me, it should come to pass that those things, which they have hitherto
known to be most certain and sure, should now be made uncertain? Should Il, by this my
example, astonish or trouble so many souls, so many consciences, endued with the most firm and
certain knowledge of the Scriptures and Gospel of our Lord Jesu Christ and His most pure
doctrine, armed against all the assaults of Satan? I never do it, neither commit any such kind of
offense, that I should seem more to esteem this vile carcase appointed unto death, than their
health and salvation.’
Then one of the bishops took away the chalice from him which he held in his hand, saying; ‘O
cursed Judas! why hast thou forsaken the counsel and ways of peace? We take away from thee
this chalice of thy salvation.’
But John Huss received this curse in this manner: ‘I trust unto God, the Father omnipotent,
and my Lord Jesus Christ, for Whose sake I do suffer these things, that He will not take away the
chalice of His redemption, but have a steadfast and firm hope that this day I shall drink thereof in
his kingdom.’ (pp. 128 - 130.)
“Then followed the other bishops in order, who every one of them took away the
vestments from which they had put on, each one of the giving him their curse.
Whereunto John Huss answered: that he did willingly embrace and hear those
blasphemies for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
At last they came to the raising of his shaven crown; but before the bishops would go
in hand with it, there was a great contention between them, with what instrument it
should be done; with a razor, or with a pair of shears. In the mean season, John Huss,
turning himself toward the emperor, said: ‘ I marvel that forasmuch as they be all of like
cruel mind, yet they cannot agree upon their kind of cruelty.’ At last they agreed to cut
off the skin of the crown of his head with a pair of shears.” (p.130.)
“The place appointed for the execution was before the Gottlieben gate, between the
gardens and the gates of the suburbs. When John Huss was come thither, kneeling
down upon his knees, and lifting his eyes up unto heaven, he prayed, and said certain
Psalms, and especially the thirty-first and fifty-first Psalms. And they who stood hard
by, heard him oftentimes in his prayer, with a merry and cheerful countenance, repeat
this verse: ‘Into Thy hands, O Lord! I commend my spirit,’ which thing when the laypeople beheld who stood next unto him, they said: ‘What he hath done before, we know
not; but now we see and hear that he doth speak and pray very devoutly and godly.’ A
certain priest sitting on horseback, in a green gown, drawn about with red silk, said”
‘He ought not to be heard, because he is a heretic.’ In the meantime, while John Huss
15
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prayed, as he bowed his neck backwards to look upward unto heaven, the crown of
paper fell off from his head upon the ground. Then one of the soldiers, taking it up
again, said: ‘Let us put it again upon his head, that he may be burned with his masters
the devils, whom he hath served.’
When, by the commandment of the tormentors, he was risen up from the place of his
prayer, with a loud voice he said: ‘Lord Jesu Christ! help me, that with a constant and
patient mind, I may suffer this cruel and ignominious death, whereunto I am
condemned for the preaching of Thy most Holy Gospel and Word.’ Then, as before, he
declared the cause of his death unto the people. In the mean season the hangman
stripped him of his garments, and turning his hands behind his back, tied him fast unto
the stake with ropes that were made wet. And whereas, by chance, he was turned
towards the east, certain cried out that he should not look towards the east, for he was a
heretic: so he was turned towards the west. Then was his neck tied with a chain unto
the stake, which chain when he beheld, smiling he said, that he would willingly receive
the same for Jesus Christ’s sake, Who, he knew, was bound with a far worse chain.
Under his feet they set two faggots, admixing straw withal, and so from the feet up to
the chin, he was enclosed round about with wood.
But before the wood was set on fire, Louis, Duke of Bavaria, and another gentleman
with him, who was the son of Clement, came and exhorted John Huss, that he would
yet be mindful of his salvation, and renounce his errors. To whom he said: ‘What error
should I renounce, when I know myself guilty of none? For this was the principal end
and purpose of my doctrine, that I might teach all men repentance and remission of
sins, according to the verity of the Gospel of Jesus Christ: wherefore, with a cheerful
mind and courage, I am here ready to suffer death.’ When he had spoken these words,
the left him, and shaking hands together, departed.
Then was the fire kindled, and John Huss began to sing with a loud voice: ‘Jesu
Christ! the Son of the living God! have mercy upon me.’ And when he began to say the
same the third time, the wind drove the flame so upon his face, that it choked him. Yet
notwithstanding, he moved awhile after, by the space that a man might almost say
three times the Lord’s Prayer. When all the wood was consumed, the upper part of the
body was left hanging in the chain, which they threw down stake and all, and making a
new fire, burned it, the head being first cut in small gobbets, that it might the sooner be
consumed unto ashes. The heart, which was found amongst the bowels, being well
beaten with staves and clubs, was at last pricked upon a sharp stick and roasted at a fire
apart until it was consumed. Then, with great diligence gathering the ashes together,
they cast them into the river Rhine, that the least remnant of that man should not be left
upon the earth, whose memory, notwithstanding, cannot be abolished out of the minds
of the godly, neither by fire, neither by water, neither by any kind of torment.
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This godly servant and martyr of Christ was burned at Constance, the sixth day of
the month of July, A.D. 1415.” (pp. 131 - 134a.)
In the next, fifth essay of this series for The Log “Living History. Paving the Way for
our 400th Commemorative.1620-1621.” we will further consider what John Foxe
intended, centuries past, for us to know, and what was of great concern of so many of
our religious forebears who were persecuted or who contemporaneously witnessed
such persecution, or later, read about it (just as we are) from the time of publication of
“The Book of Martyrs,” in its several editions or as they became engaged in the
Separatist/Congregationalist worship and way of life.
______________________________________________________________________________
THRIVING CONGREGATIONS
Currently we are working as a team on a statement of what it means to thrive for us as a
congregation. As soon as we have it completed we’ll share it with everyone. Our next
conversation as a committee is talking about relational formation, which is thriving
relationships in our church. For those who would like here is the completion of our
survey, Thriving Survey Results. We had 29 folks complete the survey, from all ages of
the congregation! Thank you to all who took the time to complete the survey.
___________________________________________________________________________

SPEAK UP,
SHOW UP FOR

STAND UP,
JUSTICE
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WEEKLY ZOOM EVENTS

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

STORY TELLING

BIBLE STUDY

3:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

THURSDAY MORNING
BOOK GROUP

FRIDAY AFTERNOON
PRAYER SERVICE

9:00 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
LIVE VIA ZOOM AND FACEBOOK
10:00 A.M.
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The Old Sloop
Landing
12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts
office@rockportucc.org
978.546.6638

__________________________________________________________
Taking Care of our Church Family
Please Note: After more than a year of successfully providing The Old Sloop
Landing service, the Church has decided to suspend the service after June. As
vaccine availability has risen, program participation has dropped. The final
delivery day will be June 16. You can still order from Henry’s Market directly
and have your groceries delivered to your home for $10.00–five dollars more
than the landing’s price. The Church will continue to send out reminders on
the first and third weeks of May and June.

Your church, in its quest to always be mindful of keeping its members safe and
spiritually nourished, has come up with an innovative way to keep you healthy and
physically nourished too. The idea is to greatly limit your need to visit the grocery store.
The Old Sloop has set up a way for you all to acquire needed produce, meats, dairy
products, bread and pastries, and other grocery items. And, you will be able to pick up
your groceries at the new “Old Sloop Landing” located at the former day school at 12
School Street.
Who will be providing your groceries? Henry’s Market
We are so fortunate to have Henry’s Market providing all your groceries – meats,
seafood, dairy and juice products, their wonderful baked goods, and famous prepared
meals and more. If you don’t see it on the list that they have provided us, just ask. They
also have snacks, paper goods, wine, and beer…just like any other grocery store!
Mike Halle, a manager at Henry’s Market has updated the store’s website for easier
ordering. You can now visit Henry’s new website at http://henrysfinefoods.com.
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Instructions for Ordering and Pick-up of groceries
Important: Pick-up days are the first and third WEDNESDAY of each month
Orders must be in by 5 p.m. on the Monday before pick-up day
Please contact the church office to get copies of the Henry’s inventory.
You can only order during store hours: Sunday-Saturday, 7am until 6pm
Please call Henry’s at 978-922-3885 with further questions and to place your order.
OR
You can also send an email with your organized shopping list
(include options of flavors or brands, in case your first choice is unavailable)
and send it to: info@henrysfinefoods.com.
Please include your name, address and telephone number and
be sure to use the following address for delivery:
First Congregational Church of Rockport
12 School Street, Rockport, MA 01966
Orders are paid by credit/debit card only.
Please do not email any payment information-- they will obtain it over the phone.
There is no minimum with Henry’s Market.

Pick up Instructions at the Old Sloop Landing
We will call you late morning/early afternoon to arrange your pickups.
Pick-up at The Old Sloop Landing is at the window of the former day school at 12
School Street. You will park on School Street. There will be a table right outside the
window for you to receive your order. If necessary, a volunteer will be available to
assist you to your car with your order. A cart will also be available for heavy loads.
There will be no contact and wearing your masks is mandatory.

If you need to pick up your groceries after work or have a conflict, just let the
church office know ahead of time by calling 978-546-6638 or email at
office@rockportucc.org to make arrangements for pick up after 5pm.
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______________________________________________________________________________
CHURCH COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES AND NOTES
CABINET
MEETING MINUTES MAY 16, 2021
Subject to Approval
Special note: This meeting was held during the COVID 19 pandemic while social
distancing kept the members of the cabinet from being physically together. Cabinet
members attended using the Zoom video conferencing facility.
Handouts: (sent by email before the meeting): Agenda, Draft Minutes of the 4/18/21
Cabinet Meeting, Treasurer's Report.
Present: Jack Reed, Moderator and chair; Rev. Derek van Gulden, Pastor; Bruce Coates,
Treasurer; Jay Reed, Treasurer of Mission Funds; Rev. Elizabeth Rice-Smith, Historian
and Old Sloop Fleet; Camilla Ayers, Diaconate; Dan Bing, Stewardship Committee;
Stephen Kalaghan, Christian Outreach Committee; Karen Hurst, Christian Education
Committee; Joe Chambers, Board of Ushers; Lou Cannon, Personnel Committee; Bob
Cannon, Music Committee.
Rev. Derek van Gulden led the assembly in prayer.
Action, Discussion, and Follow-up Items
1. Declaration of a quorum, approval of minutes.
Moderator Jack Reed observed that a quorum was present and called the meeting to
order at 7:05PM.
The minutes of the 4/18/21 meeting were approved by voice vote as amended and read.
2. Technical Support Coordinator
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Lou Cannon reported that the job description, based on a draft by the Trustees, was
awaiting hiring protocols.
3. Recruiting a New Office Manager
Lou Cannon reported that the job description is under way and awaiting hiring
protocols.
4. Post COVID Reopening Team
Rev. Derek is recruiting volunteers to serve with him and Katie Welch. Various church
groups such as committees and Trustees are being asked to provide representatives.
Information is available from the UCC and from Church Mutual, the church’s insurance
company, in addition to state guidelines. Other churches can also provide information.
It is intended that a reopening plan based on available information will be in place by
the end of May.
5. Digital Policy for Youth of the Church
This item was postponed until Katie Welch is available to present a report.
6. Online version of the Old Sloop Fair
Dan Bing reported that a doable protocol will be presented to the Stewardship
Committee. It is based on the experience of others and might be applicable as well to
other Church activities such as a Christmas Bazaar or outdoor events.
Dan raised the question about how much communication is optimal to support such an
event--in particular--how much is too much? It was suggested that the proposed 4 to 6
emails would probably be okay as long as the messages are not redundant and that they
should carry different subject lines so as not to be ignored.
7. New Business
Joe Chambers presented a four-part motion regarding best operating practices for the
Church. It was decided that, in order to give the components appropriate
consideration, Cabinet members should have time to study the motion and discuss it at
a future meeting. Joe agreed to table the motion and has provided it to Cabinet
members via email. A Zoom meeting for discussion of policy--not individuals--is set for
5/27/21 at 7PM. Rev. Liz suggested the meeting might best be called in executive
session.
Officer reports
Pastor
Rev. Derek reported that live-streaming of services continues in spite of technical
challenges.
Two baptisms and a wedding are being planned to include limited live participation.
Rev. Derek now has considerable experience with Board of Health and other COVID
safety issues.
Treasurer
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Bruce Coates referred to the summary financial reports he had distributed by email.
Operating Income to date is $2491.44 under budget while Operating Expenses is
$6534.00 under budget, leaving a favorable net of $4042.56. The value of the church’s
investments have continued to rise for a Year-To-Date total increase of $76,277.83. He
also noted that the Major Maintenance Fund was down by $11,657.82 due to the
payment made for the windows in Fellowship Hall.
Treasurer of Mission Funds
Jay Reed reported no news.
Historian
Rev. Liz reported that the 400th Celebration is in process and an essay will soon be
available for the Log.
Committee Reports
Diaconate
Camilla Ayers reported no news.
Trustees
Bill Elwell was not able to attend the meeting but provided a report:
Spittle Electric has completed electrical repairs on the steeple lights. The parsonage
garage and driveway project is complete. Seasonal lawn care and pruning are ongoing.
One or more of the clock faces is in need of repair.
Nominating Committee
The committee has met once under chair Kevin Love to address a vacancy.
Christian Outreach Committee
Scholarships have been designated and will be awarded.
Old Sloop Fleet
Rev. Liz reported that the fleet remains busy showing the Love with cards, flowers, and
visits.
Stewardship
Dan reported no additional news.
Christian Education
Karen reported no news.
Membership
Dan reported that internal reorganization of the committee is under way.
Music
Bob reported that Music production for services is ongoing.
Rhiannon Hurst was commended for her generous contributions, especially her highly
successful senior concert presented on the lawn of the Old Sloop. The Cabinet
unanimously voted a Special Citation for Rhiannon.
Personnel
Lou reported no additional news.
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Thriving Congregations
The committee met with their cohort group in spite of challenges posed by the
pandemic. National resources are available and will be reported to Cabinet.
Board of Ushers
Joe reported no news.
Adjournment
On a motion by Liz and a second by Joe, the meeting was adjourned at 7:48PM.
Date of Next Cabinet Meeting:
The Cabinet will next meet on 5/27/21 at 7PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Bob Cannon
___________________________________________________________________________
TRUSTEES
The Trustees did not meet in May, 2021.
______________________________________________________________________________

Stewardship Committee
JUNE 2021
A Note From Stewardship
When the word “stewardship” first appeared in the English
language during the Middle Ages, it functioned as a job
description, denoting the office of a steward, or manager of a large household. As
Christians, the broader definition of the word includes our responsibility for our
planet – that we should take care of it and look after it. As stewards of our church,
this is essentially what our role of stewardship is all about – to take care of our
church and manage it. We do this through the generosity of our members. The most
prominent example of this is our annual pledge drive in the fall. But there is a
broader meaning of the word for all of us to consider, for as Galatians 5:22-23 says,
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. All of these virtues are part of the management of our
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church and of our congregation.
____________________________________________________________________________

Use Amazon Smile to Raise Money for the Church
We haven’t talked about this in a while, but Stewardship wants to remind you about
AmazonSmile, a program that will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to
the charitable organization of your choice. All you need to do is go to
AmazonSmile.com and choose the FCCR as your charitable recipient. That’s it. If you
already have an Amazon account, you use the same username and password. If not,
open an AmazonSmile account. It's free and with all the online shopping we are likely
doing these days, it could really add up. Thanks!
______________________________________________________________________________
MEETING MINUTES APRIL 21, 2021
Christian Stewardship: the responsibilities that Christians have in maintaining and
using wisely the gifts that God has bestowed
•

Administrative
o In attendance: Jack Reed, Dan Bing, Louisa Casadei-Johnson, Derek van
Gulden, Kathie McCarthy
o Approved minutes
o Next meeting Weds. May 26, 2021 4:00
o Cabinet report-Jack
▪ Hiring part-time tech for zoom service
▪ Discussion about church reopening (include someone from
Stewardship)
▪ Finances better than budget at present (some give full amount)
▪ Family Promise changes
o Log update
▪ Writers: May-Louisa, June-Jack, July-Louisa
o Offering update
▪ Zoom service blessing: May 2-Jack, May 16- Louisa

•

Old/ongoing business
o Pledge updates in worship
▪ Hard to give good data
▪ On track right now for pledging
▪ Put in bulletin pledge updates (compare 2021 ytd to 2020 same
ytd)
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▪ Do updates quarterly
▪ October-November send reminders to those who are behind
Spring/Summer videos: Once a quarter? Work with Membership
Commiittee? Dan volunteered to make video telling his new member
story sometime in June. (use his Mother’s stained glass?)
Derek will send our video to UCC Conference Minister to Stewardship
and Finance.
Mail merge
▪ Need new system to relieve Geof
▪ Used office manager’s help with this (some potential candidates for
this position; need new job description)
Website blogs: Louisa will talk with Katie (website on hold)

o
o
New business

o Possible online fundraisers
▪ Dan suggested sending emails to members about an online Old
Sloop Fair (limit items)
▪ Show photos of items to sell on Facebook
▪ Maybe a silent auction
▪ People might offer time and talent options (Jack suggested a boat
trip)
▪ If committee wants to do this, will need help from past Fair
workers
▪ Dan will check with Annisquam about their online experience and
lessons learned.
▪ Louisa will confer with Fair people.
▪ Need to set up process
•

Next steps for upcoming meeting
o Focus on Pledge Campaign
o Louisa shared possible themes
▪ Peace be with you
▪ Re entry/ after Covid
▪ Returning to the Church (use Shaker song “Simple Gifts”)
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES APRIL 20, 2021
Agenda:
Nominate New Chairperson
Nominating an additional Committee member
Office Manager termination issue: short-term effects on our work
Connecting with Facebook and Zoom worship attendees
Attendees: Geof Lyon, Rev. Derek Van Gulden Louisa Casadei-Johnson, Rick Kasten,
Laurie McKenna, Dan Bing, Susan Lillis
Quorum: Yes
Derek’s prayer – “Peace be with you”
Nominating an additional Committee member – A member of the church has
expressed interest. A member of the committee will contact them.
New Chairperson – Susan would be willing to be a Co-Chair and be responsible to
create the agenda and lead the meetings. The other Co-Chair could set up the meetings
and have other roles. Geof offered to set up meetings and Louisa would be willing to
Co-Chair with Susan.
Rick made a motion to nominate Susan and Louisa as the Co-Chairs of the committee
and Geof seconded, all were in favor.
Rick mentioned that right before COVID restrictions hit the committee was discussing
ways to reach out to members. He feels that now we could work on how to become
more welcoming, reenforce relationships with current contacts and reach out to new
people. The committee only met a couple of times last year.
Office Manager termination issue as it relates to the short-term effect on our work –
Dan suggested an email or announcement to the Congregation to introduce the
Membership Committee and give a brief overview of our mission.
Derek offered 2 points on moving forward – Firstly, the Deacons are handling the
communication to members regarding the previous office managers emails. The focus
needs to be on healing. How do we heal? This will take a larger effort. Secondly, he
likes reaching out to new people, but how to get current members more involved is
equally as important to him. We have a number of people attending Zoom worship and
initially was worried we might lose some of them due to the emails. This doesn’t seem
to be the case though.
New Business:
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Derek needs one person from each committee for the team working on how to get back
in the sanctuary. Approaching this from the perspective of what this would look like
instead of a focus on the rules will be a more positive feeling for everyone.
He added that we need to include how we would reach out to the diverse population.
We are a more multi-generational congregation with varied backgrounds and
economics, so the challenge is how do we get congregation more involved in LBGTQ
initiatives?
Rick shifted to how we would bring new people in. When we’re back to in-person
worship, will we still broadcast the service?
Derek reminded us that we will still live stream. He added that Pentecost Sunday is the
birth of our church and an opportunity for us to address the congregation. Rick
mentioned a few things we could say around being more welcoming and getting more
people involved. He mentioned that years ago the church asked for mini bios from
members. This could help put more meaning behind baptisms and other faith related
events at the church.
Susan likes Rick’s idea for brief write ups from members. She mentioned her husband’s
feeling about being a “member” versus a part of a congregation. Something we could
consider in our messaging.
Derek formally invited the committee to talk on Pentecost Sunday. Maybe ask someone
to tell their story, tell what they are passionate about. Geof mentioned deepening
involvement and it meaning different things to different people. This is important to
consider as we develop our message to the congregation.
Next Committee meeting is on May 18 at 7PM. Agenda will include talking more about
Zoom.
___________________________________________________________________________

Christian Education
and Faith Formation
JUNE 2021
Here we are, June again. How is that even possible?
As summer is fast approaching (thank goodness!) I am hoping we
can do more faith formation outside of a computer screen.
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So what really is Faith Formation? Faith Formation equips people to live as disciples of
Jesus. Faith formation informs, forms, and transforms the person, whether child, youth,
or adult, into a robust, vital, and life-giving Christian with a faith that is holistic: a way
of the head, the heart, and the hands. Faith formation can happen in many settings: the
church, a coffee shop, online—just about anywhere!
I am hoping we can make more time this summer to meet for coffee, make a phone call,
or go for a walk. Being together in a relationship with one another is so important.
Especially during these Covid times, that we are slowly coming out of and back into our
new normal. Remember to check in on each other, write a card, send an email, or a text.
Please let me know if there are any other types of faith formation activities you would
like to see offered, and we can try and make it happen!
Our midweek check-ins will go on Wednesdays until school is out. These midweek
check-ins originally started as our youth group time but slowly transformed into an
intergenerational gathering. We have been so blessed to be able to connect with most of
our college and college graduate young adults over this period of time. This is
definitely something that will be continuing post Covid times!
During the summer I think we will be taking a break from zoom for a bit. But stay
posted for anything else that might be happening during the summer!
Happy Spring!
Katie Welch
Director of Christian Education and Faith Formation
Youth Group Wednesday midweek check in at 7:30
For now, we will continue our various ministries via Zoom. Our Sunday night youth
group has moved to a midweek check in on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. We take this time
to check in on each other, a small lesson, peak, pits and prayers for the week, and we
close with our typical candle light closing.
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Christian Outreach Committee
MEETING MINUTES
MAY 23, 2021

PRESENT: Jay Reed, Marge Schell, Wendy Woodbury, Jessica Hunt, Steve Kalaghan,
Bill Davis, Rev. Derek Van Gulden, Ann Kistner Jay opened the meeting with a prayer
at 11:30 a.m.
TREASURER’S REPORT: The balance in the budget is $7137.52 as of April 30, 2021. This
reflects our pledges and the applied Easter Offering. Donations have been given to
Family Promise North Shore, Lifebridge, Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless,
Massachusetts Council of Churches and Open Door. Scholarships will be sent out next
week.
PASTOR’S FUND: The Pastor’s Fund is sufficient at this time. Donations were sent to
two families in the form of gift cards for local grocery stores.
FAMILY PROMISE: Family Promise has scheduled a walk in June. The guests will
continue to currently reside in their present location. As well as hosting several families
at this time, Family Promise is engaged in homelessness prevention, a diversion
program designed to support families who may be facing eviction. They have hired a
new case manager who will assist families in navigating the Commonwealth’s often
complicated emergency response system.
ECCO: The Essex County Community Organization is an organization that is looking at
police practices in communities. Rabbi Margie in Lynn runs an ECCO North chapter.
Rev. Derek was approached to be a part of this group, which met last week to openly
dialogue with Rockport’s Chief of Police. Jay also attended this meeting. The dialogue
included sharing policing procedures, how school resource officers are employed, as
well as various policies that are now in place, and how a policy may differ from actual
practice. The police chief is looking to put together a larger group of people to meet
with him for further discussion. The congregation will be notified of the next meeting
date.
GRACE CENTER: Jay recently reconnected with the volunteers and guests at the Grace
Center. He reported that the organization has continued to keep up with the needs of
the community.
OPEN DOOR: We have still not heard from Open Door as to when we can resume
30

serving meals. We do know that due to the Board of Health rules, we will need to serve
future meals in a different fashion than what we have done in the past.
REFUGEE IMMIGRATION MINISTRY: RIM will hold its walk for refugees in June.
Each of the local clusters will hold its own walk on its chosen date, at its chosen site.
Because Wakefield has not approved large gatherings yet, each cluster chose to host
small groups for these walks. The North Shore cluster has not decided on a date yet
(possibly September or October), but it will take place at Lynch Park.
OTHER BUSINESS: As Outreach currently has a good balance in its account, Jay feels
that we are doing well with donations to all of our organizations. We will need to think
about how best to disburse future donations, should we have a higher balance toward
the end of this year.
COMMUNITY PURCHASING ALLIANCE: Rev. Derek reported on another aspect of
Social Justice work that was presented to him from the ECCO organization. He was
informed of a faith based purchasing alliance group called the Community Purchasing
Alliance or CPA. This group helps smaller congregations, often those of color, to obtain
good rates on electricity. Twenty-nine different communities of worship signed up to be
a part of this. The Trustees approved our church joining this group. It will allow us to
be a part of a larger group to then have better purchasing power as we choose the most
efficient and least costly form of electricity for the church. A brief discussion on the
installation of solar panels followed, with the thought that more will be discussed in the
future with the Trustees.
ROTARY MEETING: Rev. Derek reported on attending a Rotary meeting. He reported
on information that he received concerning affordable housing.
ACTION LUNCHES: We will make lunches for the Action Shelter on June 30.
DENMAR: Wendy will talk with the staff at Denmar to get feedback on serving a lunch
to them again, possibly in early June. The meeting adjourned at 12:15.
NEXT MEETING: June 13, 2021 via Zoom
Respectfully submitted, Ann Kistner
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First Congregational Church
of Rockport, UCC

Church Office Hours

Church Staff

12 School Street
Rockport, Massachusetts 01966

Tuesday – Friday
9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Pastor

Phone:

(978) 546-6638

Sunday Worship Service

Music Director

Email:

office@rockportucc.org

Website: www.rockportucc.org
_______________________
During non-business hours:

Currently via zoom
Sunday School

Rev. Derek van Gulden

Dr. Phil Swanson
Youth Choir Director
Kristina Martin

Currently via zoom
Christian Education and Faith
Formation Director

Rev. Derek van Gulden can be
reached at (508) 818-0616 or
revdvan@yahoo.com

Kaitlyn Welch

________________________

Sexton
Phil Bynarowicz

The Old Sloop’s Log
Susan Lillis, Editor
Please submit articles to:
sglillis56@gmail.com
** All articles are due on the
18th of each month. **
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